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You can find a vast amount of information on almost any given topic produced in 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ  .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
just pick the first five or ten sources you identify.

You have to look at your information sources analytically and critically so you can 
choose the best.
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But most of us are not accustomed to looking at information analytically and 
critically.
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How do you determine the value or worth of information sources?  

Fortunately, there are some generally accepted evaluation criteria that you can use.  
Most of these criteria can be used for evaluating all types of resources, including  
books, articles, and websites although analyzing websites can be tricky as we will see 
ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ 
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What does authority mean? 

Well, who is the author? Look at the source to see if it tells you anything about the 
author's credentials. 

Books often contain brief biographical information about the author.  

The authors of articles are usually clearly indicated along with their education and 
institutional affiliation.   

LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ Σ 
ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ  ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Χ
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²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ or  American Men & Women of Science 
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Or you may need to consult a critical review.A review will often give information 
about the author. 
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