Your Research Tool Box

Choosing the Winners
The Best Information Sources




You can find a vast amount of information on almost any given topic produced in
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just pick the first five or ten sources you identify.

You have to look at your information sources analytically and critically so you can
choose the best.



But most of us are not accustomed to looking at information analytically and
critically.



Evaluation Criteria

Authority
Accuracy
Objectivity
Currency
Review Process

How do you determine the value or worth of information sources?

Fortunately, there are some generally accepted evaluation criteria that you can use.

Most of these criteria can be used for evaluating all types of resources, including

books, articles, and websites although analyzing websites can be tricky as we will see
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Authority

Who is the author?
What are the author's credentials?

Does the author have'expertise on
the subject?

What does authority mean?

Well, who is the author? Look at the source to see if it tells you anything about the
author's credentials.

Books often contain brief biographical information about the author.

The authors of articles are usually clearly indicated along with their education and
institutional affiliation.
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Biographical Sources

WhosWho on the web

Name Search - Search for an individual I Search Current
Biographies Only

Advanced Search - Add criteria to Name Search, or
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Help
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Or you may need to consult a critical reviesavreview will often give information
about the author.



