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¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ bƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 
information to help you write your paper, give your speech, or make your presentation 
-ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻƻƎƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝō ŀƴŘ DƻƻƎƭŜ 
is the best search engine and all you need for college level research is MORE of the 
same stuff you used in high school - right?
NOT SO FAST! 
For college level research you will need to look at information in an entirely new way.  
From the beginning  you will need to go beyond Google. 
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Not all information is created equal. You will need to develop skills that help you 
identify, choose and use the most appropriate and the best of the tremendous amount 
of information available to you
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You will need to be more organized, more analytical and more critical about 
information than you have ever been in the past.  
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Knowing the basic steps of the research process can help you do fast, efficient and 
effective research whether you are using Google or one of the many library databases 
you will have access to during your college career.  
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You need a good research strategy to get good results.
We are going to show you some research tools that will help improve your searching 
skills.
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Make sure that you understand your assignment. This seems like such a simple 
concept, yet many research assignments get stalled early in the process because the 
assignment is not clearly understood. You should ask questions such as: 
What is the purpose of the assignment?
How long should it be?
Who is the intended audience?
Read through your assignment as soon as you receive it and ask your instructor about 
anything that you do not understand. 
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Know your deadlines so you can plan your research and get your assignment in on 
time. If you have questions, now is the time to ask.

Give yourself some breathing room in case you run into problems. 
The closer you get to the final due date, the busier your instructor is likely to be with 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ 

8



Think about the type of information that you need.   Do you need an overview? An in-
depth analysis? Or current research? 
These are all very different types of information and can be found in a variety of 
sources.
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Different types of information are used for different purposes. 
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Background information gives you an overview of the topic and will give you keywords 
and concepts that will help you refine your research.
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