
As a college student you need to go beyond Google to periodicals databases which 
will provide reliable information for your research.
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What is a periodicals database? A periodicals database is a collection of citations to 
articles on all kinds of subjects. 

Where do you find periodicals databases? 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ
There are three links to the UK Libraries periodicals databases on the Libraries home 
page.  
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Some periodicals databases may cover a wide range of topics while others may focus 
on one subject.

Academic Search Premier is an example of a database that provides articles on a 
variety of topics.

Sociological Abstracts focuses on sociology.
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Periodicals databases may contain information from publications such as newspapers, 
magazines or journals. 

Academic researchers refer to these publications as periodicals.
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Newspapers, magazines and journals are called periodicals because they are usually 
published on a regular, reliable periodic schedule.  A periodical could be published 
daily, weekly, monthly, or even every three years.  Although the articles vary from 
issue to issue, the periodical title remains the same. 
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There are two broad categories of periodicals, popular and scholarly. 
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Popular periodicals generally have glossy covers and lots of advertisements. Articles 
are written to inform, to persuade, or to entertain. 
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