Your Research Tool Box

Beyond Google
Periodicals Databases

As a college student you need to go beyond Google to periodicals databases which
will provide reliable information for your research.



What Is a Periodicals Database?

What is a periodicals database? A periodicals database is a collection of citations to
articles on all kinds of subjects.

Where do you find periodicals databases?
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There are three links to the UK Libraries periodicals databases on the Libraries home
page.



@ LI‘.LUMINA o .

ERNY] Cuick Search | Advanced Search | Search Tools

l\ o [ ) [Anyai |
=l ([ o[ I 1 [Anyah =
[ of r [ =
Staech Tige: .., whlcar®, exect shvase: use Kepword for < of Tite, Abstract, Desertors
== Now Selected: ) @ Soaologcal Abstracts

Change Subject Area - 7] or gpesifc Ostabases
o Eaent =] 1w [2003 3]

Some periodicals databases may cover a wide range of topics while others may focus
on one subject.

Academic Search Premier is an example of a database that provides articles on a
variety of topics.

Sociological Abstracts focuses on sociology.
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Periodicals databases may contain information from publications such as newspapers,
magazines or journals.

Academic researchers refer to these publicatiasperiodicals.



Periodicals
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Newspapers, magazines and journals are called periodicals because they are usually
published on a regular, reliable periodic schedule. A periodical could be published
daily, weekly, monthly, or even every three years. Although the articles vary from
issue to issue, the periodical title remains the same.



Types of Periodicals

Popular
Scholarly &

There are two broad categories of periodicals, popular and scholarly.



Popular Periodicals
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Popular periodicals generally have glossy covers and lots of advertisements. Articles
are written to inform, to persuade, or to entertain.



Popular Periodicals

Intended for general audience

Written by journalists or reporters

Usually do not include bibliographies

Have glossy appearance and advertisements
Purchased'at groceries or newsstands

Articles in popular periodicals are intended for a general audience.

They are generally written by journalists or reporters who are not necessarily experts
on the topic they are writing about. Although articles in popular periodicals CAN be
factual and informative, they are written for the lay person and so, are not generally
accepted as scholarly literature.

Articles in popular periodicals usually do not contain bibliographies or information on
sources.

Popular periodicals contain many advertisements and are easily obtained at your
local grocery store or newsstand.



Scholarly Journals
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Scholarly journals are geared toward academics, researchers, or professionals. The
authors of the articles are professors, researchers or scholars in that particular area.
Scholarly journals are sometimes referred to as academic-eewed, or refereed
journals.



Scholarly Journals

Intended for academics, researchers, or professionals
Lengthy articles written by researchers

Contain bibliographies

4

Contain few advertisements
Generally-available only by subscription

The purpose of scholarly journals is to inform other scholars of original research or
experimentation.

These journals contain lengthy articles written by scholars or experts in a particular
field

The articles in scholarly journals always include bibliographies

Scholarly journals have few advertisements and are generally available only by
subscription
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Let’s Get Going!

Currently in the news

1 popular magazine article

2 scholarly articles &
Published within Tast 5years
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is to write a paper about a topic currently in the news. Your bibliography must include
a citation from at least one popular magazine and 2 scholarly journals. The articles
must have been published within the last five years. You decide to write about..
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Polar Bear

The polar bear.
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We begin our search in Academic Search Premier because it contains both popular
and scholarly articles on a wide variety of subjects. We type polar bear in the top
search box.

Wefound 1284 articles on polar bears. We should be able to find 1 popular magazine
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articles! How can we refine this search?
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Look at the left navigation bar. See the words Subject: Thesaurus Terms?
Polar bear is listed as a Subject Thesaurus Term.
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One way to refine a search is to use subject terms. Since polar bear is a subject term,
by changing the first drop down box to Subject Terms you are looking for articles that
are focused on the subject of polar bear.
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The next thing to do is to select some appropriate articles. Notice that our results are

from academic journals, magazines, and newspapers.

You need at least 1 article from a popular magazine and 2 articles from scholarly

journals.

You could look at the titles of the periodicals and try to determine which ones were
popular and which ones were scholarly. But there is an easier way.
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Because Academic Search Premier contains articles from both popular and scholarly
periodicals, this database has provided a way to quickly sort by article type

When we click on Magazines, Academic Search Premier shows us only the titles that
come from popular magazines.

We have many popular magazine articles to choose from.
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We can find scholarly articles in the same way. When we click on academic journals,
we are shown only the articles from academic or scholarly journals. There are 177
articles from academic journals. If you would like to refine your search further, you
might try adding another subject term in the second search box.
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By adding the subject termiimatic change#o our search, we have further reduced
our results to 13 articles from academic journals.
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