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FOR RELEASE

UK Presents Lecture on 1970s Racial Uprising in North Carolina
Author of ‘Blood Done Sign My Name’ Visits UK 
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Oct. 12, 2005) – The University of Kentucky Libraries’ Wendell H. Ford Public Policy Research Center and the UK College of Arts and Sciences will present a lecture by scholar Tim Tyson on his recent book, “Blood Done Sign My Name,” 2 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 27, in the William T. Young Library Auditorium. The lecture, which is free and open to the public, recounts the racial tension surrounding a North Carolina lynching and the events that followed. 

“Blood Done Sign My Name” is the true story of a racial murder committed in the author’s hometown of Oxford, N.C. in 1970. Tyson returned to Oxford 30 years later to document the events following the murder of a childhood friend’s father. The death would be the turning point for the small town’s African-American community, leading to an uprising led by 22-year-old Ben Chavis, a future president of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. In the days that followed the murder, mass protests would destroy Oxford storefronts and ultimately lead to a march on Raleigh. In response, returning Vietnam veterans organize a “military operation” that burns down the town’s costly tobacco warehouses. This book hopes to shed new light on America’s struggle for racial justice. 
“Blood Done Sign My Name,” a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award, won the Southern Book Award from the Southern Book Critics Circle, a Christopher Award, and the North Caroliniana Book Award. Entertainment Weekly placed the book on its “Must List” calling it “a damning dark-night-of-the-white-soul and a ripping yarn, all united by Tyson’s powerful voice, a brainy, booming Bubba profundo.” 
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Tyson is a professor of Afro-American studies at the University of Wisconsin- Madison, visiting professor of American Christianity and Southern Culture at the Duke
Divinity School, and senior scholar at Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies. He served as a 2004-2005 John Hope Franklin Senior Fellow at the National Humanities Center. 
Tyson’s previous book, “Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power,” won both the James Rawley Prize and the Frederick Jackson Turner Prize from the Organization of American Historians. He served as co-editor of “Democracy Betrayed: The Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 and its Legacy,” which won the 1999 Outstanding Book Award from the Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Human Rights. Tyson recently worked with the Documentary Institute at the University of Florida to create “Negroes with Guns: Rob Williams and Black Power,” a documentary that aired on PBS. Tyson’s next books are “Deep River: African American Freedom Movements in the 20th Century South” and a family memoir set in eastern North Carolina tentatively titled “Fallen Angels Fly.”


For more information on the Tyson lecture, contact Esther Edwards at (859) 257-1742.
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