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Silas House’s First Play to Premiere at UK 
‘The Hurting Part’ Follows Kentuckians through the Holidays
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Nov. 22, 2005) – The University of Kentucky’s Theatre Department will present Kentucky audiences with a gift this holiday season, the world premiere of the first play by popular Kentucky author Silas House, “The Hurting Part.” The heartwarming production under the direction of Sullivan Canaday White, demonstrates UK Theatre’s commitment to producing new works. The play will run Dec. 1 - 11 at UK’s Guignol Theatre.

The play, which includes a cast of 27 UK students, follows Commonwealth-rooted family members as they deal with Christmas away from the familiarity of home and family. Set during Christmas 1962, “The Hurting Part” centers around a rural Southern family who has been forced to move north to find work. Battling homesickness, painful memories, and pride, the main characters look back over their past in their struggle to get back home. The piece is based on a heartbreaking chapter of House’s own family history—and on a story originally published in the bestselling anthology “Christmas in the South.” The play is filled with the trademark love of place and a lyrical ear for dialogue that fans of House’s writing have come to know well. With Bluegrass music by local musicians, innovative storytelling devices, and a compelling story, “The Hurting Part” is sure to become a Christmas classic.  
 Considered “one of the truest and most exciting new voices in American fiction,” House’s novels include “Clay's Quilt,” “A Parchment of Leaves,” and “The Coal Tattoo.” In 2003, House was chosen as Kentucky's Favorite Writer in a state-wide poll conducted by Kentucky Monthly magazine. House has received numerous honors for his work including the Fellowship of Southern Writers’ Award for Special 
‘THE HURTING PART’






 
  2 – 2 – 2
Achievement, Appalachian Book of the Year, a Chaffin Award, and two Kentucky Novel of the Year prizes. 
House’s writing is also found in journals including The Beloit Fiction Journal, Bayou, The Louisville Review, Night Train, The Southeast Review, The Oxford American, and Newsday. He has been a contributor to “New Stories from the South 2004: The Year’s Best,” “Stories from the Blue Moon Café (Vol. I & II),” “The Alumni 
Grill,” and “A Kentucky Christmas.” House is a contributing editor for No Depression magazine, a columnist for the Lexington Herald Leader, and a frequent contributor to National Public Radio’s “All Things Considered.” House, who still resides in Eastern Kentucky where he is working on his fourth novel, serves as a writer-in-residence at Lincoln Memorial University and a faculty member at Spalding University. 
The guest director, Sully White, spent five years as director of the Apprentice/Intern Company at Actors Theatre of Louisville. While in Louisville, White directed over 50 shows, including “Proof,” “Fool for Love,” “Baby with the Bathwater,” “the wind-chill factor,” “Reckless,” “Picasso at the Lapin Agile,” and “Bake Off, “ proclaimed "… the apex of the Humana Festival" by the New York Times. In New York, White directed off-Broadway for New Georges, La MaMa Experimental Theatre, New York International Fringe Festival, and the American Theatre of Actors. She is a member of the theatre company GhostLight that took two solo shows to the 2004 Edinburgh Fringe Festival. White, an educator, is currently pursuing her Master of Fine Arts so she may continue to direct and teach at the university level. “I couldn't be more delighted to return to the University of Kentucky to do just that,” said White.  

The play will take the stage at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 1 - 3 and Dec. 8 - 10 in the Guignol Theatre in the College of Fine Arts Building on Rose Street. A matinee is scheduled at 2 p.m. Dec. 11. Opening night a reception will be held for the audience and cast in the Tuska Gallery for Contemporary Art following the performance. The production is made possible by The Friends of the Guignol Theatre. 
Tickets are $15 for general admission; $10 for UK faculty and staff and senior citizens; and $5 for students. To reserve tickets, call the Singletary Center for the Arts ticket office at (859) 257-4929.
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