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Get Nosy About UK’s ‘The Busy Body’
UK Theatre presents forgotten comedic treasure of English theatre

LEXINGTON, Ky. (April 7, 2006) − The University of Kentucky Theatre Department will present "The Busy Body” as their final production for the 2005-06 season. The comedy is considered a forgotten treasure of English theatre and was a favorite of critics and audiences alike for close to 150 years. UK’s production will run April 13 – 23 at UK’s Guignol Theatre. 
“The Busy Body” is a vivacious comedy, penned by Susanna Centlivre, considered one of the great female playwrights of her time. A recipe for a delightful comedic disaster the story unfolds in London in 1709 between two young women of "marriageable age," two young men interested in the two young women, two parents determined to keep the men far away from the young women, two servants with many cunning plans, and, of course, one busybody.
“The Busy Body” was an instant success when it premiered in London in 1709. Presented on many stages in both England and America until the late 19th century, critics praised the play for intriguing male characters, charming and intelligent young heroines, sparkling wit, a bustling plot, and delightful gaiety. 
Centlivre, born in 1667 or thereabouts, led a life as exciting and scandalous as that of any of her characters, having a number of husbands, with some mystery involved in their departure. It was rumored that she also joined a troupe of strolling players and possibly attended Cambridge dressed as a man. Between 1700 and her death in 1723, Centlivre wrote at least 19 plays, including a second part for “The Busy Body,” “Mar-Plot.” 

UK’s talented student cast includes Kyle Weishaar as Sir George Airy; Kyle Zornes as Sir Francis Gripe; Blake Carlson as Charles; Nick Hudson as Sir Jealous Traffic; Fonzie Geary as Marplot; Benjamin Hayes as Whisper; Christine Young as Miranda; Katie Keene as Isabinda; Dana Chester as Patch; Pinelopi Williams as Scentwell; Justine Woodward as Sir Francis’s servant; Ryan McKenzie and Adam Varney as Sir Jealous’s servants; and Justin Woodward as both Drawer and Mr. Tackum. 

UK faculty working on “The Busy Body” are Rhoda-Gale Pollack, a professor of directing, serves as director; Nelson Fields, an associate professor of costume design and chair of the Theatre Department, serves as costume designer; Tony Hardin, assistant professor of scene and lighting design, serves as scene designer; John Holloway, professor of lighting design, serves as lighting designer; and Bob Haven, an assistant professor in costume technology, serves as one of the play’s two drapers. 
The other draper for this production is Jade Newman, an exchange student from the Art Institute of Bournemouth located in England. Newman has worked on costumes in a number of productions in England, including work on the upcoming feature film “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix.” Other students working as crew in the UK production are Erin Bukowski, assistant director; Amanda Beverly, assistant costumer designer; Tressa Cluck, assistant lighting designer; and Amy Stallings, stage manager.  
The play will be presented at 7:30 p.m. April 13-15 and April 20-22 in the Guignol Theatre in the College of Fine Arts Building on Rose Street. A matinee is scheduled at 2 p.m. April 23. There will be a reception for the audience and cast in the Tuska Center for Contemporary Art following the opening night performance.

Tickets for “The Busy Body” are $15 for general admission; $10 for UK faculty and staff and senior citizens; and $5 for students. To reserve tickets, call the Singletary Center for the Arts ticket office at (859) 257-4929.

###

In striving to become a Top 20 public research institution, the University of Kentucky is a catalyst for a new Commonwealth – a Kentucky that is healthier, better educated, and positioned to compete in a global and changing economy. For more information about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university, please go to http://www.uky.edu/OPBPA/Top20.html
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