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UK Students, Faculty Partner with Georgetown for World Food Day  

LEXINGTON, Ky. (Oct. 13, 2006) −Students and faculty from the University of Kentucky and Georgetown College will be participating in World Food Day on the UK Student Center patio from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, Oct. 16.
Students from Nutrition and Food Science 603, a graduate course in community program development, together with freshmen from a UK Discovery Seminar titled Food, Society and a Healthy Weight, will join forces to help with UK's involvement in this year's World Food Day.  These two classes have worked on advertising this event and developing programs to help make this day a success. Several of these students will be on hand to host an advocacy table to get input from the crowd through conversations and surveys. 

"The driving purpose for our annual participation continues to be raising awareness and engaging the UK community in hunger advocacy," said Janet Tietyen, associate Extension professor and specialist in food and nutrition in the UK College of Agriculture.  Modeled after Auburn University's "War on Hunger" campaign, UK is pursuing academic initiatives and fundraising. UK's goal is to involve the entire campus and other institutions of higher learning in this effort. 

This year, UK will have an additional involvement with Universities Fighting World Hunger. UK is part of this growing movement which includes multiple universities that will participate by hosting kick-off events on Oct. 16, World Food Day.  All of the participating universities help signify the united effort to address solutions to ending the hunger epidemic.
The schedule of events includes speeches from two Georgetown College students concerning the college's hunger project, Project Compassion, in Guatemala. In addition, a UK Nutrition and Food Science faculty member will be showing footage and talking about work in Ghana. 

World Food Day was established by the Food and Agriculture Organization's Member Countries in November of 1979. Since then this day has been observed every year in more than 150 countries.  Even though there is large participation in this event, foreign aid for agriculture and rural development has continued to decline and to this date an estimated 854 million people around the world remain undernourished.
###

In striving to become a Top 20 public research institution, the University of Kentucky is a catalyst for a new Commonwealth – a Kentucky that is healthier, better educated, and positioned to compete in a global and changing economy. For more information about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university, please go to http://www.uky.edu/OPBPA/Top20.html
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