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Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame Member to Speak about Political Satire at UK
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Nov. 8, 2006) − Author and Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame member John Egerton will visit the University of Kentucky on Friday, Nov. 10. to speak about his new book, “Ali Dubyiah and the Forty Thieves,” at 10 a.m. in Room 110 of the Whitehall Classroom Building.  The discussion is free and open to the public. 

Egerton’s first foray into fiction, “Ali Dubyiah and the Forty Thieves,” is a political satire involving major players in United States and Middle Eastern politics.  The cast of characters includes George W. “Ali Dubyiah” Fratbush, Dick Chaingang, Donald Rumsfailed, Karl Machiarovelli, Condi Pasta, Paul Werewolf, Osama bin Hiden, and Saddam Gomorrah.  “Ali Dubyiah and the Forty Thieves” is an ancient morality play with contemporary overtones. It is described as a story with great historic validity—and no small measure of poetic license. 

In an August 31 interview with Nashville Scene writer Maria Browning, Egerton said, “I want to see if I can, through the mask of humor, reach some of that vast population out there [that is] not reading newspapers, or magazines, or books, or anything to inform them of the seriousness of what is happening. They’re watching Comedy Central, they’re watching Jon Stewart. That’s all they know about what’s happening.”

Egerton says “Ali Dubyiah and the Forty Thieves” is “a fable,” and he claims that he “did not so much write it as synthesize it from hundreds of sources, compile it, and become by default the one to present it to the reading public. Fables don’t have authors. They’re found, heard, passed down.”

Egerton’s UK visit is sponsored by the School of Journalism and Telecommunications, whose director, Beth Barnes, said, “We’re looking forward to a great deal of debate and discussion over ‘Ali Dubyiah,’ and we’re pleased to provide the forum for that.  The post-election timing couldn’t be better.  And, whatever their own political views, I think our journalism students will benefit from hearing how someone who has always taken a journalistic approach has made the transition to opinion writing and satire.”

John Egerton has been a professional writer since the late 1950s. Until now, his focus has been on the social and cultural, political and economic dimensions of the American South.  His books include “Speak Now Against the Day: The Generation Before the Civil Rights Movement in the South” and “Generations: An American Family.”  

###

In striving to become a Top 20 public research institution, the University of Kentucky is a catalyst for a new Commonwealth – a Kentucky that is healthier, better educated, and positioned to compete in a global and changing economy. For more information about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university, please go to http://www.uky.edu/OPBPA/Top20.html
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