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Corey Smith to Perform at UK

LEXINGTON, Ky. (Sept. 14, 2007) − The University of Kentucky Singletary Center for the Arts will present Corey Smith, the up-and-coming acoustic singer/songwriter, who has consistently earned the ranking of no. 1 unsigned country artist on MySpace, as part of the 2007-2008 Turning the Corner series. Smith's sold-out concert, which will feature opening act and UK alumnus Jonathan Webb, will begin at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20.

The upcoming concert will feature acoustical music from the artist's first two albums, "Undertones" and "In the Mood." Smith's Georgia upbringing is likely to shine through at the concert with his blend of gospel, country, blues, rock and hop-hop musical style and carefree and comical lyrics describing the college lifestyle. 
Smith’s popularity grew through mainstream Internet music outlets, such as MySpace, and online music stores like iTunes, where over 385,000 downloads have been sold to fans since May 2006. He started performing after high school graduation, and continued to play at local venues and parties while pursuing an undergraduate degree at the University of Georgia. 
Smith is now known as a performer who frequently sells out concerts. The musician's popularity and talent caught the attention of AT&T blue room, a Web site that gives fans access to live entertainment and candid interviews with celebrities and athletes. The Web site recently aired an interview with Smith to promote his new album titled "Hard-Headed Fool." The CD, which focuses on Smith’s growth in maturity and as a performer, drops Sept. 25. To hear a sample of Smith's music, visit his Web site at www.coreysmith.com/music.cfm. 
Webb, a 2007 UK graduate, will open for Smith. His popularity with UK students stems from his performing with the band Collective Few while attending the university. The group was named “Best Band” this summer by UK students and the Kentucky Kernel. This will be Webb’s second time as an opening act for Smith, after opening for the musician at The Dame in January 2007. Webb’s music is inspired by the sounds of Of A Revolution, more commonly known as OAR, and the Dave Matthews Band. To hear Webb's music, visit his MySpace site at www.myspace.com/JonathanWebbMusic. 
Singletary’s Turning the Corner Series began in 2002, and was designed to respond to the musical interest of UK students. The series, co-produced by the UK Arts Administration Program, has featured artists who are the best in contemporary music and relevant to university students. The series provides its audience the opportunity to enjoy popular music in an intimate concert setting. Past turning the Corner Series artists include Maroon 5, moe., Bela Fleck and the Flecktones, Indigo Girls, and Ben Folds.

For more information on this concert or other Turning the Corner events, contact the Singletary Center for the Arts at (859) 257-4929 or visit their Web site at www.uky.edu/SCFA.
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In striving to become a Top 20 public research institution, the University of Kentucky is a catalyst for a new Commonwealth – a Kentucky that is healthier, better educated, and positioned to compete in a global and changing economy. For more information about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university, please go to http://www.uky.edu/OPBPA/Top20.html.
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