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UK Sanders- Brown Center on Aging Foundation Selects Three for Senior Star 2007 Awards
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Oct. 1, 2007) – Isabel M. Yates, 83, Virginia M. Bell, 85, and Wayne H. Bell, 88, all of Lexington, Ky., have been selected by the University of Kentucky Sanders-Brown Center on Aging Foundation Board of Directors as the Senior Stars 2007. They will be honored at the 21st UK Sanders-Brown Center on Aging Foundation’s annual dinner Oct. 9, 2007 at the Marriott Griffin Gate Resort in Lexington, Ky.

In 2002, the Center on Aging Foundation Board of Directors voted to establish a
Senior Star award to be presented at the annual fundraising dinner event. The purpose of the award is to recognize Kentuckians who are making lasting contributions in professional and/or community life and who set high standards to inspire others. Candidates are nominated by individuals, organizations and other groups. The selection committee is comprised of the Sanders-Brown Center on Aging Foundation board members.


"The UK Sanders-Brown Center on Aging Foundation is fortunate to have a number of very deserving seniors nominated each year for the Senior Star Award," said Cheryl Feigel, Sanders-Brown Foundation board member and chair of the outreach committee. "Each of the nominees is a model for remaining active and involved during retirement years. Our award recipients this year epitomize the word 'involved' and we are so very proud to recognize Isabel Yates and Wayne and Virginia Bell for all the many contributions they continue to make to our Commonwealth and its people."  
Yates was born in Winnsboro, S.C., where her father was a family doctor and lived to be 103. She received a bachelor's degree from the University of South Carolina, a master's degree in English from Ohio State University, and did post graduate work in counseling at UK.

In 1948, Yates married Eugene Wilson Yates who became senior vice president at Kentucky Central Life Insurance. They had four children: Dr. Eugene Wilson Yates, III, Buffalo, N.Y.; Isabel “Mackie” Yates Hempel, of Tallahassee, Fla; Carolyn Yates Cunningham, Lexington; and Elliott Glen Yates, Louisville.  She has six grandchildren. Mr. Yates passed away of Alzheimer's in 1997. 

Yates has resided in Lexington for over 40 years. She is a widely recognized leader and advocate for the non-profit sector. She served for more than a decade as a city council representative for Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government. During that decade she spent three years as vice mayor of Lexington.

Yates taught high school English and was an English instructor at the University of South Carolina and Newberry College. She also is a former co-owner of Track Two gift shop in Midway, Ky., and a former co-owner of Merit Tours and Convention Planning.   

She has held numerous board and civic memberships and continues to contribute her time and effort. Past and present memberships include: McConnell Springs; Lexington Philharmonic Society; Opera of Lexington; Lexington Arts & Cultural Council; Bluegrass Trust; White House Conference on Aging Subcommittee; Lexington History Museum; Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Kentucky and Southern Indiana Chapter; Downtown Lexington Corporation, special consultant, 2007; Kentucky State Park Foundation, chair in 2007; YMCA of Central Kentucky, 2007; Henry Clay Foundation, advisory board, 2007; Picnic with the Pops, 2007; Dry Stone Conservancy, Advisory Committee, 2007; Sanders-Brown Center on Aging Board; Arboretum Friends, founder; UK Art Museum; UK Development Council; and UK Alumni Association. 

Virginia Bell was born in Lexington, Ky. She received a bachelor's degree from Transylvania University and nearly 40 years later she received a Master of Social Work degree from UK. She then embarked on a new 20-year career as a family counselor at UK's Sanders-Brown Center on Aging. 

There, she developed a model program called ‘Helping Hand,’ one of the first dementia-specific adult day care centers in the country. The program has been used nationally and internationally in the care and support of persons with Alzheimer's disease. She is the co-author of several books on the subject, most notably, "The Best Friends Approach to Alzheimer's Care."
Although Virginia Bell retired at the age of 70, she has remained a full-time volunteer since.  She was inducted into the UK College of Social Work Hall of Fame and continues to travel and speak at conferences and seminars with her husband, Wayne Bell, about the care and support of people with Alzheimer's disease.
Wayne H. Bell was born in Dayton, Washington and moved to Harlan, Ky. He is a graduate of Transylvania University and the Lexington Theological Seminary. He continued further study at Union Theological Seminary in New York and Vanderbilt Divinity School. In 1957, Transylvania University honored him with a Doctor of Divinity degree.
Bell is the 11th president of Lexington Theological Seminary. Since retiring from the seminary in 1986, he has attended UK as a Donovan Scholar in Russian and Eastern studies.



He has been active in community concerns throughout his ministry as well as in the regional and national levels of church life. Since retirement, he has completed several years of service on the boards of the Council on Christian Unity and The Disciples of Christ Historical Society. He is a life member of the Transylvania University Board of Trustees. Bell has participated in and led several National Council of Churches study-travel seminars to the Soviet Union. 


Bell and his wife, Virginia, are the parents of five children and are members of Central Christian Church, Lexington.

Previous Senior Stars include Thomas D. Clark of Lexington, Dr. William Becknell of Booneville, Ethel Marie Boulden-Foley of Maysville, Saul Kaplan of Ashland, and John Steele Davis of Midway.

The Center on Aging has been conducting research on Alzheimer’s disease, stroke and other aging related concerns for over 20 years. America's population is aging, resulting in significant economic, social, educational and health challenges to the well-being of our nation. The UK Sanders-Brown Center on Aging is at the forefront of this challenge. Through a gift from the Eleanor and John Y. Brown, Jr. Foundation and a matching grant from the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Sanders-Brown Center on Aging opened in 1979. Today, the center is an internationally prestigious research center. 
The guest speaker for the 21st UK Sanders-Brown Center on Aging Foundation's annual dinner is Ed McMahon, NBC personality. His address for the annual fundraiser is "My Life and Times."  McMahon will sharees accounts of his life on The Tonight Show and give a behind-the-scenes look at one of the most legendary shows in television

history. He will add humor, insight, and a little bit of sentiment to his
presentation.

For more information about the UK Sanders-Brown Center on Aging and the foundation and its annual fundraising event, call (859) 323-5374 or go to http://www.mc.uky.edu/coa/.
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In striving to become a Top 20 public research institution, the University of Kentucky is a catalyst for a new Commonwealth – a Kentucky that is healthier, better educated, and positioned to compete in a global and changing economy. For more information about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university, please go to http://www.uky.edu/OPBPA/Top20.html.
.
An Equal Opportunity University


