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CONTACT:
Whitney Hale, (859) 257-1754 ext. 229; or 
Beth Higdon, (321) 455-7013 or Beth@AstronautScholarship.org
FOR RELEASE

Hall of Fame Astronaut Edgar Mitchell 

Honors UK Student With “The Right Stuff”   

LEXINGTON, Ky. (Sept. 15, 2008) − Apollo 14 astronaut and moonwalker Edgar Mitchell is scheduled to present University of Kentucky electrical engineering senior Donnie Keathley, of Pikeville, Ky., with a $10,000 scholarship from the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) during a public presentation and ceremony at 11 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 18, in the West End Room of the 18th Floor of Patterson Office Tower, located on the UK campus.  

The award ceremony will coincide with a presentation by Mitchell on his out-of-this-world travels and how hard work made it possible for him to be one of only 12 men to have walked on the moon. The lecture is free and open to the public.  

The Astronaut Scholarship is the largest monetary award given in the United States to science and engineering undergraduate students based solely on merit. Nineteen of these prestigious awards are dispersed each year through the ASF to outstanding college students majoring in a science or engineering field. These well-rounded students exhibit exceptional performance, initiative, and creativity in their field, as well as intellectual daring and a genuine desire to positively change the world around them, both in and outside the classroom.  

“I am pleased to be presenting Donnie with the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Scholarship,” said Mitchell. “Donnie is a bright, up-and-coming forerunner in the field of electrical engineering, and I feel honored to pass this award on to him so that he will be able to continue the United States’ great tradition of excellence in the science and engineering fields.”  

Keathley is a senior at UK majoring in electrical engineering focusing his research on photonics and optical-based devices. Working through the university, he is helping develop surface-plasmon resonance sensors, a type of optical biochemical sensor which can be applied in environmental, medical and defense use. Inspired by his semester abroad in Malaysia, Keathley co-founded Symbios, a networking group for research students in different disciplines.  Already having co-authored two journal articles, he hopes to continue his career along the path to inspire young minds as a university research professor. Keathley is a member of Eta Kappa Nu, an electrical engineering honor society, and in his spare time enjoys playing guitar and renovating his rental property.
"We are excited that the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation has recognized Donnie Keathley's outstanding academic work and research at the University of Kentucky," said UK President Lee T. Todd Jr. "We know with the help of this scholarship that Donnie will continue to be successful in both his graduate studies and research, making great contributions to the field of engineering."
Mitchell was selected as a NASA astronaut in April 1966 after graduating first in his class from the Air Force Aerospace Research Pilot School, where he was both a student and an instructor. He was assigned to Apollo 14 as Lunar Module pilot, and on Feb. 5, 1971, Alan Shepard and Mitchell landed their Lunar Module "Antares" in the Fra Mauro highlands, while crewmate Stuart Roosa orbited overhead in "Kittyhawk." During 33 hours on the moon surface, Shepard and Mitchell made two outside excursions during which they set up a nuclear-powered science station, collected 92 pounds of moon rocks and gathered deep-down soil samples by driving core tubes into the surface. Mitchell currently serves on the ASF Board of Directors.
The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation is a nonprofit organization established in 1984 by the six surviving members of America’s original Mercury astronauts. Its goal is to aid the United States in retaining its world leadership in science and technology by providing scholarships for college students who exhibit motivation, imagination, and exceptional performance in the science or engineering field of their major. ASF funds 19 $10,000 scholarships annually and has awarded over $2.6 million in scholarships nationwide. For more information log on to www.AstronautScholarship.org or call (321) 455-7012.  
MEDIA NOTE: Astronaut interview available upon request or at the presentation with advanced arrangements.  

###

We "see blue" at the University of Kentucky. We're home not only to powerhouse basketball and the best of intercollegiate athletics; we're also nationally ranked in more than 70 academic programs. We're charting an aggressive, exciting path toward becoming a Top 20 public research institution. “see blue.” is a lot of things, but most of all it's about helping students realize their potential and harness the power of their dreams. For more about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university and how we "see blue," visit www.uky.edu/OPBPA/business_plan.htm
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