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CONTACT:
Brooke Henson or Whitney Hale, (859) 257-1754 ext. 229
FOR RELEASE

Porcelain Artist Zhu Legeng Presents Seminar, Exhibits
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Feb. 20, 2009) − The University of Kentucky Department of Art will host a two-day seminar titled "Chinese Porcelain - From Tradition to Today." The seminar will feature workshops and lectures by Zhu Legeng, a renowned Chinese ceramic artist and professor of ceramics at the Chinese Academy of Arts in Beijing. Zhu recently gave another public lecture last month at the university as part of the UK Department of Art Visiting Artists and Scholars Lecture Series.
 The two-day seminar featuring Zhu Legeng will also include lectures by Fang Lili, author of "Chinese Ceramics" and the director of the Center for Art Anthropology Research at the China Art Research Institute in Beijing, and Andrew Maske, assistant professor of Asian art history at UK. Those attending the seminar will also have the opportunity to attend an international roundtable on contemporary art. 
The two day seminar is scheduled to begin Friday, Feb. 27. Some highlights from the first day are:
· "My Odyssey in Ceramics," a lecture by Zhu Legeng on how the artist overcame obstacles of the communist cooperative factory ceramics system in China to found and develop one of the first private ceramics studios in the post-Mao era, at 9:15 a.m.;
· "Chinese Ceramics: The High-fired Tradition," a lecture by Andrew Maske that will give an introduction to China's tremendous traditions of ceramic works in stoneware and porcelain over the past 2000 years, at 1 p.m.; and

· three workshops with Zhu Legeng, presented at 10:30 a.m., 2 p.m. and 3:45 p.m.
The seminar will continue the following day, Saturday, Feb. 28. Highlights from that day include:
· a Zhu Legeng workshop/demonstration at 8:45 a.m.;
· "The Ceramics Culture of Jingdezhen, China," a lecture by Fang Lili that explores the organization and methods of making ceramics in the city that has been China's porcelain capital since the 12th century, at 11 a.m.;
· a hands-on collaborative project in mural construction under the guidance of Zhu Legeng, at 1:15 p.m.; and 
· "Art Ceramics: Collaborative Production vs. The Studio Artist Approach," the roundtable discussion featuring a group of ceramics educators discussing cultural differences in art ceramics production and considering the pitfalls and benefits of two radically different approaches, at 3:45 p.m.

Also during the artist's visit to the Bluegrass, the Ann Tower Gallery will open the first U.S. exhibition of work by Zhu Legeng. "Out of China: Works by Zhu Legeng," opens with a Gallery Hop reception from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 20. The exhibit will remain on display at Ann Tower Gallery through April 5.
The Zhu Legeng exhibit contains approximately 40 pieces including the artist's series known as "Tian Ma" or "Heavenly Horses," designed to express the horse's free spirit. Zhu will also present large and medium-scale oxen, several standing figures from his new series, as well as celadon glazed flat ceramic forms that feature one or two very small equine figures at one end. 

As a graduate student, Zhu traveled around China, studying his country's diverse artistic heritages, and creating work inspired by it. He would later became one of the first Chinese ceramists to set up his own workshop, studio and kiln in the post-Mao era. 
Zhu has won major prizes at China ceramics competitions and in 1997 a solo exhibition of his work was held at the National Art Museum of China. Since then, the artist has completed a series of ceramic mural installations at Seoul's Milal Museum of Art and at the Shanghai Art Museum. 
For more information about the free art seminar featuring Zhu Legeng, e-mail Andrew Maske at andrew_l_maske@yahoo.com or Hunter Stamps at h.stamps@uky.edu. For more information on the Zhu Legeng exhibit, contact the Ann Tower Gallery at (859) 425-1188.

###

We "see blue" at the University of Kentucky. We're home not only to powerhouse basketball and the best of intercollegiate athletics; we're also nationally ranked in more than 70 academic programs. We're charting an aggressive, exciting path toward becoming a Top 20 public research institution. “see blue.” is a lot of things, but most of all it's about helping students realize their potential and harness the power of their dreams. For more about UK’s efforts to become a Top 20 university and how we "see blue," visit www.uky.edu/OPBPA/business_plan.htm
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