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CEC Goals and Activities

•The Academic-Practice Partnership Initiative (APPI) was created in 2004 to identify strategies and 
develop resources to increase capacity and enhance quality, efficiency, and effectiveness of 
professional experience programs. 

•The purpose of the APPI is to improve pharmacy education and practice by: enhancing opportunities 
for pharmacists to become partners of schools and colleges of pharmacy; enabling colleges and 

Background/Objectives
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Student/Preceptor Assessment of CEC Model 

•The goals and activities of the CEC were designed to assist in fulfilling the mission of an academic-practice 
partnership as defined in the APPI.  The overall mission is depicted in the center circle below, while the individual 
goals and activities that support the mission of the CEC are depicted in the surrounding boxes.
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Provides breadth of clinical experiences.

Preceptor opinions were positive.

Educational activities enhanced APPEs.

Student Opinions

schools of pharmacy in their efforts to assist practitioners and organizations to advance patient care 
services; and to assist administrators at colleges and schools as well as in pharmacy organizations to 
enhance experiential education. 

•This poster describes the University of Kentucky’s Clinical Education Centers (CECs) as a model for 
academic-practice partnerships.

Methodology & Program Structure 

•The College sought private funding to establish CECs where a cohort of pharmacy students would  be 

Facilitate  Administration
• Identify Rotation Needs/Site 

Expansion
• Function as a "Mini" Exp. Ed. 

Office
• Resolve Issues
• Conduct Site Visits to Ensure 

quality
• APPI Assessment Tool

Conduct Educational Activities
• Regularly scheduled meetings 

with student and preceptors 
include
• Rotation Briefings
• Journal Clubs
• Patient Case Reviews
• Topic Seminars
• Board Exam Review
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Patient cases valuable learning activities.

Journal clubs valuable learning activities.

CTC was available for assistance.

Facilitates interaction with peers.

Facilitates interaction with preceptors.

Recommend the CEC to other students.

assigned to complete all Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPEs) in the defined geographical 
CEC area. Each CEC is directed by a full-time faculty member who serves as the clinical training 
coordinator (CTC) and directs all program activities.

•The CEC concept planned for the establishment of  multiple CECs across the state as depicted below. Goals:
To Increase 

Capacity and  
Enhance The 

Quality

• Preceptor Interview/Profile
• Coordinate APPE Assignments

Provide Clinical Service
• Advance Clinical Practice  
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• Residency Showcase

Conduct Outreach
• Continuing Education 

Programs
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Facilitates student interaction with preceptors.

Fosters interaction among preceptors.

Educational activities enhance students’ APPEs.

Positively impacts UK COP Exp. Ed program.

Preceptor Opinions  

Quality 
, Efficiency,  and 
Effectiveness of 

Experiential 
Education

at site
• Facilitate interdisciplinary  

collaboration
• Integrate CTC faculty 

member with partner 
organization 

• Enhance credibility with 
students and preceptors

Programs
• Grand Rounds
• Networking Meetings
• Appreciation Activities
• Practice-based research 

opportunities•The Louisville CEC was established in 
2007 in Louisville, Kentucky in partnership 
with Norton Healthcare

•1.5 M gift over 5 years
•Goal of 20 – 25 students in CEC cohort

The Owensboro-Greater Daviess County CEC 
was established in 2008 in 
Owensboro, Kentucky in partnership with 
Owensboro Medical Health System 

•1.2 M gift over 5 years
•Goal of 8 – 12 students in CEC cohort
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CTC available to assist with syllabi development.

CTC available to assist with student  assessment.

CTC is a general resource for preceptors.

Assist with recruiting efforts.

Facilitates student interaction with peers.

Conclusion and Implications

•Twenty-five students have enrolled in the Louisville CEC and 6 Students in the Owensboro CEC 
for the 09-10 APPE rotation year; this increase in CEC enrollment and the results of the assessment 
survey indicate success of the program.
•Expansion of the CEC concept is planned for strategic locations throughout the state. 
•The CEC program over time is expected to address pharmacist shortages in local markets, elevate 
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Provide Preceptor Training and Support
• Syllabus Development
• Student Competency Requirements
• Student Grading/Assessment
• ACPE Accreditation Requirements
• Rotation Establishment
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Scale: 1 = Strongly Disagree   2 = Disagree   3 = Agree   4 = Strongly Agree
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the quality of APPE rotations, facilitate student learning, advance pharmacy practice at the partner 
sites, and assist the College in meeting ACPE standards for experiential education
•The CEC concept is a unique model for establishing academic-practice partnerships.
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