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SUBJECT: Request for a Program Curriculum Change
¢ Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program

The faculty of the College of Nursing recommends for your approval a change in the Doctor of Nursing
Practice (DNP) Program. The change that is requested is to offer a 2-year Post-MSN-DNP curriculum plan
instead of the current 3-year curriculum plan.

Effective Date:
Fall 2008

Rationale for proposed change:

In keeping with trends about health care and the educational preparation of health care professionals
[Institute of Medicine (I0M), 1999], the College of Nursing was approved by the Medical Center Academic
Council and Senate to offer a Doctor of Nursing Practice Program in 1999. Subsequently, a 3-year post-
MSN-DNP program was implemented. Since then, important changes relative to the practice doctorate,
advanced practice nursing (APN) and DNP education recommendations have occurred [American
Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN), 2004].

Recommendations that are fundamental to the rationale for this proposed Program change are (1) the
practice doctorate is the graduate degree recommended for advanced nursing practice preparation; and (2)
development of streamlined practice doctorate educational programs. This proposal outlines components
of a streamlined 2-year post-MSN-DNP curriculum option to replace the current 3-year DNP curriculum.
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Bulletin pp.:

PROPOSED CHANGE(S) IN PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

Number of transfer credits allowed

Residence requirement
Language or skills required

Provision for monitoring progress and
termination criteria:

Total credit hours required

Current

none

one year

none

maintain at least
3.0 graduate grade
point average (GPA)
and monitoring by
students’ Advisor
and Committee.

54-55 credits beyond
the Master’s degree

(includes 6 residency
credits).

Proposed

Grad level
statistics

no change

no change

no change

40 credits
beyond the
Master’s degree
(includes 6
residency credits)

6.Required courses (The current 3-year DNP program and the proposed 2-year DNP program are

listed below).
Current | Proposed
NUR 778 Proseminar in Contemporary Health No change

& Nursing Policy Issues {(3cr.)







