” Interdisci plinary Programs

The College of Arts and Sciences offers students the opportunity to
pursuestudiesin programsthat areadministeredjointly by several depart-
mentswithin the College. Students may choose from several majorsand/
or minors or create a self-designed program that fulfills their individual
educationa requirements.

African American Studies

The African American Studies program seeks to promote the interest
and knowledge of the African diasporaexperiencethrough quality teach-
ing and research. Multidisciplinary in scope, African American Studies
offers a selection of courses in English, history, geography, political
science, sociology, philosophy, religion, and language. Coursesaffiliated
withthe Program arelisted each fall and spring semester inthe University
Schedule of Classes under the AAS prefix.

African American Studies Minor

By completing 21 hours of course work students can earn aminor in
African American Studies. This minor offers a cultural, historical, and
literary basethat can strengthen any major inthe Humanitiesor the Social
Sciences. For additional information ontheminor, seethelistingunder the
College of Artsand Sciences on page 131.

Visit the African American Studies Web site at: www.uky.edu/AS/
AASRP/.

American Studies

American studies draws together diverse disciplines to examine the
historical and contemporary forms and issues of our national life. The
programin American Studiestakesasitsfield of study any peoples, cultural
expressions and socia institutions, however or whenever identified as
“American.” Program curriculalink faculty, courses, and students across
arange of humanities and social science departments.

American Studies Minor

The minor centers on two team-taught, interdisciplinary seminars on
selected topicsin American studies. Students electing the minor are also
encouraged to take arange of elective coursesto complement their mgjor.
The minor in American Studies prepares students for further graduate or
professional training, or for work in education, government, or business.
For additional information on theminor, seethelisting under the College
of Artsand Sciences on page 131.

Visit the American Studies Web site at: www.uky.edu/AS/
AmericanCulturel.

Appalachian Studies

TheAppalachian Studiesminor offersstudentswith seriousinterestsin
Appalachianregiona studiesan opportunity to pursueaminor concentra-
tiontocomplementamajor inoneof theUniversity’ sprofessional or liberal
artsprograms. Thisinterdisciplinary program enabl esstudentsto compre-
hend morefully the history, social structure, and culture of theregion—its
people, its problems, and its future. The Appalachian Studies Program
Director servesasfaculty advisor to undergraduate minors and asfaculty
sponsor of the Appal achian Student Council, an organi zation for students
with an interest in or tiesto the Appalachian region.

Faculty and studentsinterestedin Appal achian Studieswork in coopera-
tionwith the Appal achian Center, whichwascreated in 1977, tofulfill the
University' sresearch and service missionsin this region. For additional
information on the minor, see the listing under the College of Arts and
Sciences on pages 131-132.

For more information, contact Dr. Shaunna L. Scott, 1557 Patterson
Office Tower, (859) 257-6882; or e-mail: soc247@uky.edu. Visit the
Appaachian Studies Web site at: www.uky.edu/RGS/AppalCenter/
AppalachianStudies/Frameset/AppalachianStudiesFrameset.htm.

Cognitive Science

Cognitive Scienceisan interdisciplinary field of study focusing onthe
mind as an intelligent (information-processing) system. Arising from
Noam Chomsky’ sseminal criticismsof Behaviorisminthe 1950s, Cogni-
tive Science has cometo include such disparate disciplinesaslinguistics,
computer science(artificial intelligence, knowledgerepresentation, theory
of computation and computational complexity, algorithms), psychology
(concepts; memory; reasoning; devel opmental and cognitivepsychol ogy),
biology (evolutionary theory, neurobiol ogy), anatomy, neuroscience, the
behavioral sciences, and philosophy (language, mind, and logic). The
Cognitive Scienceprogramat UK offersanundergraduateminor, enabling
students to study the mind in an interdisciplinary way. For additional
information about theminor, seethelisting under the College of Artsand
Sciences on page 132.

For more information, visit the Cognitive Science Web site at:
www.as.uky.edu/inter Prog/CogSci/; or contact Professor S. Goldberg,
1427 Patterson Office Tower, Department of Philosophy, (859) 257-6540,
scgold@uky.edu.

Committee on Social Theory

Social theory considersthefull rangeof our social practices, notonly the
taken-for-grantednessof our social institutionsand cultural conditionsbut
also the hidden aspects of our daily lives. Social theory is, as sociologist
Charles Lemert puts it, a basic survival skill. It embraces substantive
questions about the composition, structure and development of social
phenomena, as well as the epistemologica conditions that inform our
ability to comprehend them. Today, it is one of the most significant and
fastest-growing concerns in the humanities and the socia sciences. It
bringstogether scholarsfromamultitudeof disciplinesininvestigationsof
such topicsasthe social construction of individualsin contemporary and
historical contexts, the nature of the palitical, the structure of agency, the
cultural and economic processes associated with globalization, and the
constitution of public space and civil society.

Becausemany social theoretical i ssuesrefusecontainment within extant
disciplinary demarcations, they arebest studied withinamultidisciplinary
framework. The Committee on Social Theory formedin 1989tofacilitate
such theoretical teaching and research projects across disciplinary and
college boundaries at the University of Kentucky. The program fosters
practical communication through a range of pedagogical and research
projects between the humanities and social sciences. The Committee on
Social Theory’s events assist faculty and students in testing their own
disciplinary understandingsand enhancing their own empirical and archi-
val research by building transdisciplinary dial ogues. Today, the Commit-
teeincludessome50faculty associates, spanning fourteen departmentsand
five schools, and offers students and faculty an innovative opportunity to
pursue social thought in abracingly interdisciplinary dialogue. Itsactivi-
ties form a unique and exciting environment where students and faculty
study the expanding and increasingly important field of social theory and
cultural studies.

Visit the Committee on Social Theory Web siteat: www.uky.edu/AS/
SocT heol.
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Environmental Studies

Environmental considerations permeate almost every facet of modern
life, and concern for “the environment” is practically universal as we
approach thetwenty-first century. Theminor in Environmental Studiesis
designedto providestudentswiththeopportunity tobecomeconversantin
arange of environmental topics, whether as private citizensin their daily
livesor asprofessional membersof corporate, government, legal, medical,
and educational circles.

Environmental Studies Minor

The minor draws on topics and perspectives from the natural and
physical sciences, thesocial sciences, andthehumanitiestounderscorethe
interdisciplinary nature of environmental issues and problems. Students
taking the minor are encouraged to integrate the program with their major
study focus in order to gain a competitive advantage in grappling with
environmental topics. For additiona information on the minor, see the
listing under the College of Artsand Sciences on page 132.

Visit the Environmental Studies Web site at: http://sweb.uky.edu/
~caleviOO/environmental/index2.htm.

Indian Culture

Theminor in Indian Cultureisdesigned to allow studentsto develop a
moreprofound understanding of Indian culture. Thecurriculumisstrongly
interdisciplinary, encompassing coursesin linguistics, anthropology, En-
glish, geography, mathematics, philosophy, political science, and sociol-
ogy.

Studentscompl etingtheminor will possess(1) anability toread Sanskrit
(vital for comprehending Indian culture); (2) awell-rounded, multidisci-
plinary understanding of the culture and geography of India and of
contemporary Indian society and politics; and (3) a high degree of pre-
parednessto pursuecareersinbusinessor teachingthat requireknowledge
of Indian society anditstraditions. For additional informationontheminor,
seethelistingunder theCollegeof Artsand Scienceson pages132-133. For
further information, contact Professor Gregory Stump (English and Lin-
guistics), 1253 Patterson Office Tower, (859) 257-1184; Professor Paul
Karan (Geography), 1439 Patterson Office Tower, (859) 257-6953; or
Professor Avinash Sathaye (Mathematics), 703 Patterson Office Tower,
(859) 257-8832.

Islamic Studies

Theinterdisciplinary minor inlslamic Studieswill providetheopportu-
nity tostudy theculture, language, literature, religion, history and philoso-
phy of Muslim peoplesthroughout theworld fromantiquity tothe present.
Students will acquire a rounded understanding of Islamic culture, the
ability to interpret information and news from the Middle East and
elsawhereinanindependent way, withunderstanding of theissuesfromthe
perspectiveof theMuslim countries, andwill bepreparedto pursuecareers
that requireaknowledgeof Islamiccivilization. For additional information
ontheminor, seethelistingunder the Collegeof Artsand Scienceson page
133.

Japan Studies

The Japan Studiesprogram supportsacommunity of Japan areaspecial-
istswhoteachand pursueresearchintheUniversity’ svariousdepartments
(geography, history, English, political science, Russian and Eastern stud-
ies, sociology) and professiona schools (architecture and communica-
tions). In addition to teaching and research responsibilities, the faculty
lecturetooutsidegroups, writeextensively for both scholarly journalsand
popular media, author books on Japan, and participate in national profes-
sional associations. The program respondsto and fostersgrowing Ameri-
can interest (particularly in Kentucky) in Japan.

The emphasis of the program is on social sciences and humanities,
including Japanese cultural geography, history, languagesand literature,
films, society, andenvironment. I nthissensethe Japanese Studiesprogram
a the University of Kentucky is unique and has been well received
nationally as well as by our students as reflected in growing enrollment
figures.

Japan Studies Minor

The Japan Studies minor complements existing majors and prepares
students with the skills that are required to work with Japan given its
integral placein international business. Students will also become well-
versed in the culture and geography of Japan, its history, arts, and
environment. This background will prepare students for Japan-related
careersinthe United Statesand abroad. For additional information onthe
minor, seethelisting under the College of Artsand Scienceson page 133.

Joint Major in Foreign Language and International
Economics

The University of Kentucky offersajoint major that combinesforeign
language proficiency with training in economics to prepare students for
employment in enterprises doing business internationally. The program
prepares students to succeed after graduation by combining high-quality
classroominstructionwith practical in-country learning opportunities. The
program providespreparationfor participationininternshipsand exchange
programs and builds foundation for afuture career in international busi-
ness, or degreesininternational law, an MBA ininternational business, or
the Patterson School of International Diplomacy. For additional informa-
tiononthemajor, seethelisting under the College of Artsand Scienceson
page 107.

Topical Major in Japan Studies

The topical major was created for students whose interests cut across
traditional departmental and college lines and who want to be on the
“cutting edge” of today’ sjob market. It allows studentsto satisfy aniche
that could not be fulfilled in any of the college’ straditional departments.
For additional information, see the listing on topical majors under the
College of Artsand Sciences on pages 96-97.

Visit the Japan Studies Web site at: www.uky.edu/AS/RAE/Japan/
jpnstudy.html.

Judaic Studies

The interdisciplinary minor in Judaic Studies at the University of
Kentucky provides students with the opportunity to become acquainted
with the culture, language, literature, religion, history, and philosophy of
the Jewish peoplefromantiquity tothepresent. For additional information
ontheminor, seethelistingunder the Collegeof Artsand Sciencesonpage
133.

Visit the Judaic Studies Web site at: www.uky.edu/AS/JudaicStudied.

Latin American Studies

TheL atin American Studiesprogram providesanintegrated, interdisci-
plinary approachtothestudy of ageographicand cultural region. Thecore
course (LAS 201), the senior course in directed research, and careful
faculty supervision are essential components of the degree program.
Students choose, however, from a variety of courses in anthropology,
economics, geography, history, political science, the Spanishlanguageand
Spanish American literature. For additional information on Latin Ameri-
can Studies, seethelistingunder the Collegeof Artsand Scienceson pages
114-115.

Visit the Latin American Studies Web site at: www.uky.edu/ASLAS.

Linguistics

Linguisticsis an interdisciplinary program combining resources from
English, anthropol ogy, psychol ogy, philosophy, computer science, andthe
foreignlanguages, to devel op an understanding of thenatureandimplica-
tionsof humanlanguage. The Linguisticsprogram providessolid founda-
tionsinphonol ogical and grammatical analysis, aswell asopportunitiesto
investigate the social, cultural, psychological, and physical aspects of
languageuse.

Linguistics Major

The Linguistics program offers an undergraduate major that includes
courses in linguistics and related courses cross-listed with a variety of
departments. Lingui sticsstudentsfrequently graduatewith adoublemajor
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in linguistics and one of the related departments, such as the foreign
languages. For additiona informationonthemajor, seethelistingunder the
College of Artsand Scienceson pages 115-116.

Linguistics Minor

The Linguistics program also offers an undergraduate minor that in-
cludes18hoursof coursework inlinguisticsandrel ated coursesinavariety
of departments. Aspart of thelinguisticsmaj or or minor, studentsmay elect
to complete the sequence of courses focusing on Teaching English as a
Second language; this track within linguistics can open up a variety of
avenues for English teaching positions in the U.S. and abroad. For
additional information on the minor, see the listing under the College of
Artsand Sciences on page 116.

VisittheLinguisticsProgram Web siteat: www.uky.edu/AS/Linguis-
tics.

Women'’s Studies

The Women’s Studies program at the University of Kentucky investi-
gates the cultures and contributions of women worldwide from feminist/
womanist perspectives. The purpose of the program is to develop and
coordinate an interdisciplinary curriculum in Women's Studies at the
undergraduateand graduatelevels; support critical research, teaching and
public programming in Women's Studies that take into account various
beliefsabout gender, race, class, and sexuality; andfoster interdisciplinary
collaboration. TheWomen’ sStudiesProgramamsto servetheUniversity
and the Commonweal th through promotion of equity and commitment to
excellence.

Women'’s Studies Minor

The Women's Studies program offers an undergraduate minor that
includes coursesin Women's Studies and related coursesin avariety of
departments. For additional informationontheminor, seethelisting under
the College of Artsand Sciences on page 133.

Topical Major in Women'’s Studies

The Women's Studies program assists students who wish to develop
undergraduate majors in Women's Studies under the Topical Major
Program. For additional information, seethelistingontopical majorsunder
the College of Artsand Sciences on pages 96-97.

Women'’s Studies Graduate Certificate

TheWomen' sStudiesprogramoffersal3-hour graduatecertificate. For
information, please see the Women's Studies Web site or the Graduate
School Bulletin.

VisittheWomen'’ sStudiesprogramontheir Web siteat: www.uky.edu/
AS/WomenStudied.



