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Honors Program

The Honors Program at UK serves an im-
portant function in the University’ s commit-
ment to excellence in undergraduate educa-
tion. Through its specia curriculum and re-
lated academic activities, the Program pro-
vides an unusua course of instruction for
outstanding, highly motivated students.

Selection of Honors Students

Because the Honors Program seeks stu-
dents of demonstrated high academic prom-
ise, admissionto Honorsiscompetitive. Upon
admission to the University of Kentucky, a
student must complete the application form
for the Honors Program. Entering students
should havean outstanding high school grade-
point average (3.5 unweighted GPA or better,
as demonstrated by transcript of through at
least the first half of senior year) and adocu-
mented composite score of 28 or aboveonthe
ACT or 1240 or above on the SAT. The
Admissions Committee considers all aspects
of anapplicant’ srecord; astudent’ stest scores
and GPA are only two of the factors consid-
ered. The Admissions Committee also con-
siders the academic rigor of high school
courses the applicant has taken. In addition,
theAdmissionsCommitteeplacesgreat weight
on the strength of the application essays, as
well as the evidence they provide of motiva-
tion to accept the challenges of Honors and
contribute to the program.

Studentswhoseacademic performancemay
vary fromtheabove (high GPA andlower test
scores, for example) or who have talents and
motivation that are not reflected in standard-
ized testing procedures are invited to make
their best case for admission to the Honors
Program andto solicitrecommendationsfrom
supportive teachers or supervisors.

Upper-division students at UK or transfer
students with one semester or more of aca-
demic study at a college or university may
apply to the Honors Program. They submit a
copy of their collegetranscriptsalongwiththe
materialsrequested of first-year students. All
applicantsmust demonstrate strong academic
performance at the college level (3.0 GPA or
better).

TheHonors Curriculum

The Honors curriculum is designed to ac-
quaint studentswith major ideasandintellec-
tual developments which have shaped the
world around them. Thefour multi-disciplin-
ary tracks allow students the opportunity to
exploreintellectually everythingfromPlato’s
Republictotheproblemof hunger totheethical
issuesraised by the use of nanotechnology to
the nature of violence.

Thecolloquiaaretaught asinterdisciplinary
small-format seminars, emphasizing classdis-
cussionandexchange, critical thinking, special
projects, andregularwriting (free-writing, quiz-
zes, essay’s, exams, and journals), to develop
these important skills and encourage partici-
patory learning styles.

Honors students are expected to maintain
good academic standing to continue in the
program; normally thisis a cumulative GPA
of 3.0 or better. In circumstances when aca-
demic performance drops below this level,
the Director of the Honors Program will con-
sult with the student to determinewhether and
by what meansthe student may restoreperfor-
manceto anacceptablelevel and may institute
aperiod of probation and review.

During thejunior and senior years students
complete an independent project —awork of
research or artistic expression, in collabora-
tion with a faculty scholar/researcher — af-
fording them the chance to identify a chal-
lenging topic and to design, carry out, and
present their individual work. Upperclassstu-
dentsalso enroll inahighly specialized collo-
quium called aproseminar, whichistaught by
award-winning UK faculty in a variety of
disciplines.

University Studies Requirements

TheHonorscolloguiaoffer aspecial means
of meeting the University Writing Require-
ment and University Studies Program Re-
quirements. Students who complete two col-
loquia satisfy the USP Writing Requirement.
Students who complete a third colloquium
satisfy the Graduation Writing Requirement.
Each Honors courseasofulfillseither aUSP
humanities, social science, natural science, or
inference credit. Honors students who com-
plete al four colloquia also satisfy the USP
Electives Requirement; this frees six credits
for them to useto pursue other coursework in
Honors or elsewhere.

GraduatingwithHonorsintheProgram
Tograduatewith aCertificate of Honorsin
the Honors Program and have this designa-
tion on the final UK transcript and diploma,
studentsmust compl etefifteen credit hoursof
Honors courses, completing one of thetracks
and, as needed, one or two upper-division
courses including HON 301, 395, 398, a
department or collegehonorstrack, theGaines
Program, the Undergraduate Research Pro-
gram or another independent research project
or independent study. Students must also
maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better.

Special Opportunities

StudentsintheHonorsProgram havemany
opportunities, both in and out of the class-
room, to develop and demonstrate academic
excellence. Thesmall sizeandinformal method
of instruction in the colloquia foster active
learning. Informal conferences, special speak-
ers, trips, and workshops alow students to
explore topics and issues not regularly con-
sidered within University departmental offer-
ings.

Studentsintheprogram may electtolivein
Boyd and Patterson Halls, study-intensive,
co-ed Honorsresidence hallsequipped witha
computer lab, seminar rooms, and library.

Other social, service and cultural activities
organized by and for Honors studentsinclude
theHonors Program Student Advisory Coun-
cil or HPSC (social and service activities),
and JAR, the campus literary magazine pub-
lished by Honors Program students. Students
may al so participateinthe Journal Project, for
which they keep ajournal during their under-
graduate career, sharing the journal with a
staff member, administrator, or faculty mem-
ber who volunteers as an advisor.

Honors students in good standing are €li-
giblefor anumber of special grantsand schol -
arships during and at the conclusion of their
undergraduate career. Theseinclude scholar-
ships based on financia need, grants to sup-
port independent research conducted in the
U.S. or abroad, scholarshipsto support study-
travel for membersof the Journal Project, the
Diachun Award for students continuing stud-
iesin graduate school, and severa other liter-
ary, service, and book awards.

Benefits

The greatest benefits Honors Program stu-
dentsenjoy areintensified intellectual devel-
opment and aheightened personal awareness
of theindividual’splacein hisor her culture.
A high percentage of graduates of the Honors
Program enter graduate or professional
schools.

How To Apply
For an application, contact:
Director, Honors Program
1153 Patterson Office Tower
University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY 40506-0027
(859) 257-3111
e-mail: HONPROG@uky.edu
www.uky.edu/Honors/
fax: (859) 257-6428

The application deadline is February 15.
Contact the Honors Program for more infor-
mation.



