
Last Fiscal Year
•  2,028 children were in foster care, 

each day because they were 
abused and/or neglected.*

•  859 are newborn to 5 years old*

•  561 are between 6 and 10*

•  405 are between 11 and 15*

•  202 are between 16 and 18*
 

•  Over 528 children are waiting to be 
adopted*

New Mexico urgently needs hundreds 
more foster families, especially in 
rural areas of the state, but efforts at 
recruiting, supporting and retaining 
these foster families are heavily 
impacted by state funding.

Abused and Neglected Children are Vulnerable on Multiple Funding Fronts...
All children have needs, but 
trauma increases a child’s 
needs.  Children experience 
trauma when they are abused 
or neglected, when they see 
others suffer abuse, and even 
when they are removed from 
their unsafe homes.  Until 
these children have safe and permanent 
homes, our state must find a way to get 
these children what they need to grow 
into healthy, productive adults. 
 

Of the 2,028 children in foster care... 
 

•  All 2,028 require basic physical health 
services.  Additionally, more than 400 
have physical problems that require 
more specific medical attention.

 

• 1,278 need behavorial health
services.

 

• 1,034 children have experienced the 
additional trauma of moving three or 
more times in foster care.

 

• 1,014 have educational and 
developmental problems and need
educational support.

 

•  Almost 1,000 have been in foster 
care two years or more.

 

•  More than 300 were 
sexually abused.

 

•  Nearly another 300 
were born with drugs 
or alcohol in 
their systems.

Data from New Mexico Citizen Review Board 2010 Annual 
Report and Recommendations 

* Data from New Mexico Children Youth and Families 
Department (CYFD) Protective Services 360 degrees County 
Profiles 6/30/2008 - 6/30/2009.

* Data from Research/Evaluation and FACTS Bureau of CYFD 
Protective Services and Title IV-E and Medicaid Unit.  January 
10, 2010.

* Data from the National Foster Care Review Coalition (NM Data).  

For further information please visit www.nmcrb.org or www.cyfd.org

All our children in foster care rely on CYFD and its staff for 
their cases (their futures) to be appropriately handled and 
quickly resolved.

Of every $1 spent on case worker salaries, foster parent reimbursement, 
visitation for children and their families, and training for child welfare 
staff, $.50 is reimbursed to New Mexico by the US government.

i.e., cutting $100,000 from CYFD funds 
actually reduces CYFD funds by $150,000. 

Over 43% of our school-aged children in foster care need 
special education services.*  Cuts to education negatively 
impact these children. Youth have unique needs: 

• More than 400 of the children in 
care are youth between the ages 
of 14 and 18.  These foster youth 
need special programs that help 
them prepare to turn 18 and be on 
their own.

• Over 100 of these youth need 
substance abuse treatment.

• Foster youth need mentors for
connection and support as they transition into 
adulthood without family support.

• Foster youth statewide need 
access to the personal safety and 
grief support programs currently 
being piloted and shaped in 
Santa Fe.

In addition to the more than 2,000 children in foster care, 
approximately 3,800 adopted children receive subsidies 
from CYFD and matching federal dollars, and more than 
3,000 of these children also rely on Medicaid for their 
medical and behavioral health needs.

... and some cuts go 
deeper than others.

99%* (2,008 children) of children currently in foster care rely on 
Medicaid for their medical and behavioral health services.

Every $1 spent on Medicaid eligible services, like doctor visits and 
therapies, is matched by $3 dollars from the US government

i.e., cutting $1 million from Medicaid 
cuts $4 million in services. $ $ $

$
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For more information about this data or about the programs associated with New Mexico Child Advocacy 
Networks (NMCAN), visit our website at www.nmcan.org or call us toll free at 1-866-857-2976.

There are more than 2,000 children in foster care in New 
Mexico.  Funding cuts to programs that serve these children 

may have a bigger impact than most people realize.  

Preserve a place for me

What can you do? 
Support efforts to: 
•  Increase and enhance placement resources for the children and youth in foster care.
•  Increase and enhance behavorial health services for New Mexico’s children, youth 

and their parents.
•  Maintain or increase contract dollars and matching funds for federal dollars.
•  Increase educational support and assure appropriate educational services to all 

foster children.
•  Increase support and accountability of attorneys in abuse and neglect cases.
•  Protect funding for the Corinne Wolfe Children’s Law Center (CLC) of UNM.  The CLC 

provides high quality, statewide training for professionals and volunteers who work with 
children and families in the child welfare and juvenile justice legal systems. 

In your community:
•  Become a foster or adoptive parent.  Learn more at www.CYFD.org.
•  Speak with or become a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) volunteer.  To find 

a CASA program near you, visit www.NewMexicoCASA.org
•  Visit the NM CRB (New Mexico Child Abuse and Neglect Citizen Review Board) 

website to learn more about children in foster care in New Mexico, www.nmcrb.org

Stand Up for Me


