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A Guide for Co-leading a Common Reading Discussion During K Week

Thank you for volunteering to be a Discussion Leader for the Common Reading Experience. Our team of Discu
Leaders is comprised of faculty, staff, and upperclass studgnis €y who will facilitate small groups (K Teams) of

new students (firs€ S NJ F YR GNI yaAFSND Ay | RA & OdzH WaeRUhiversity ofli K A
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His White Mother Common Reading Discussions will be hel@umsday, August 25, 2009 from 10:00-11:00 a.m.

at various locations on campus.

The purpose of the Common Reading Experience idaldo first, to introduce new students to academic
discourse prior to the start of classes; and second, to engage the entire UK community in a common intellectus
experience through yedong programming. Thi€ Crew will co-lead the Common Reading Discussions with a
faculty or staff member in order to:
o Connect new students to one another, as well as to upperclass students and faculty or staff
o Introduce new students to collegevel discussion
o Set expectations for the college classroom and the relationships between students, faculty, and staff.

Clearly, Discussion Leaders will only have a short time with the K Teams during the Common Reading session
therefore can only hope to discuss a small portion of the book. Thus, this guide is meant to assist Discussion L
Teams in designing a meaningful hour for the newest members of the UK community.

Additional information regarding the Common Reading Experience can be foundvatiky.edu/CommonReading
Inquiries may also be directed t@ommonReading@Isv.uky.edr859.257.6597.

Sincerely,
MV lichelle ROshouatt

Michelle L. Ashcraft
Assistant Director of New Student & Parent Programs
Coordinator of the Common Reading Experience



http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/KWeek/kCrew.html
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/KWeek/index.html
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/NewStudentPrograms/CommonReading/index.html
mailto:CommonReading@lsv.uky.edu
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Preparing for Your Discussion Session

@ Connect with your co-leader. Matches will be made throughout
the summer and contact information will bersailed to both
participants. Plans for the discussion should be made together

@ Develop a plan that is flexible. Having a plan of action (i.e.,
icebreaker, topics for discussion, Q&A) will ensure you are
prepared for the meeting. However, keep in mind that
discussions tend to drift in various directions depending on the
participants and their experiences.

@ Plan for an icebreaker and setting ground rules for discussion.
Make sure students introduce themselves and feel comfortabls
with one another before starting the discussion. See pg. 3 for
information on establishing discussion guidelines.

@ Choose a focus for your discussion. As you only have an hour
with the students, choose a key theme, issue, or idea that you
would like to explore, particularly one that you both find
interesting and relatablgSuggestion: Consider relating the
0221 (2 yS¢g addzRSyidaQ

@ Plan an active learning strategy for your group. Remember that
you are guiding discussion, not lecturing. Consider utilizing any
of a variety of teaching strategies to foster engagement in the
discussion. For example:

1. Think-Pair-Share (pairs of students discuss a topic, and
then share their thoughts with the group)

2.Role Play

3. Debate
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Sample Discussion Hour
The following discussion timeline is meant to serve as an example.

5 min. Introduction

5 min. Icebreaker

5 min. Discussion of Ground Rules

20 min. Discussion of QLC Assignment

20 min. Guided Discussion (see pg. 31 for sample questions)
5 min. Wrap-Up

New Student Assignment

All new students were given an assignment to complete over the
summer in conjunction with reading the book. They were instructed|to
bring this assignment with them to their Common Reading Discussipn
Group. The expectation is that this assignment will provide a startin

point for your discussion, and will allow all students to share some of
their thoughts on the book.

Assignment: The QLC

L = Life Lesson
What life lesson have you taken away from the book?

C = Character
What character or person from the book do you most identify with,
and why?

Suggestion: Prepare your own QLC. After doing an icebreaker and
establishing the ground rules for discussion, ask for a volunteer to
share his/her QLC. If you do not get any volunteers, have the K Crew
leader share his/her QLC to get the ball rolling. 5
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Setting Ground Rules for Discussion

Prior to beginning your discussion of the book, you will want to estahlish You will find several discussion questions, provided by the publisher

ground rules for discussion. Below you will find some suggested

guidelines that you may want to go over with your K Team. It is also
practice to ask the students in your K Team if they have any additior

ground rules. Once the entire group has agreed on the proposed

guide lines, you can begin the discussion, being certain to remind th

group of the agreedipon rules if they are broken.
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w  What is said in the room, stays in the room.

Those in this room may choose to share personal experiences
with the group. We should respect those individuals by choosing
to keep that information private from those outside this room.

Ask questions; by asking, we learn.

With all discussion groups, whether this one or in the classes
will participate in at UK, the members of the group bring with
them varied degrees of knowledge on any given topic. Thus, we
should not be afraid to ask questions to further our own
knowledge, and we should welcome others questions without
judgment.

yo

Refrain from judging others because of their experiences.

Each of us is unique in our combination of personal
characteristics. Thus, we should respect one another and nev
demean or devalue other people for their experiences.
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Debate is encouraged; retaliation is not.

2SS [J2aasSaa 3INBILG LRBSNI AY K1
a0l G6SYSyia SELINBaa Kz2g 65 T
statements make others feel they are being attacked.
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General Discussion Questions

the final pages of the book. Below are additional questions you may
ndtilize for preparation purposes or for discussion with your K Team.

1.
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Why do you feel the book is titlethe Color of WatérWhat is
significant about the color of water?
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that considers the color of your face an immediate political
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you take away from this statement that may affect your
interactions with others of various races?

Ruth McBride Jordan raised her children in Black communitiesiut

sent them to predominantly White schools. Why do you think s
did this? Do you agree with her decision to do so?
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this surprise you? Do you think this is more or less likely to happen
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you being in a relationship with someone from a different race,
ethnicity, and/or religion?

Ruth pushed education on all of her children, making their
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like to learn more about? How might this information change v
you are now?

. What role did education play in the book? How does the book

relate to your educational experience thus far? How does it re|ate

to your future at the University of Kentucky?

. When did McBride learn to put together music and writing? W
How do you plan to explore all of your interests at the Univers
. What role did race and religion play in the identity development
of McBride and his family? How have race and/or religion
affected your identity development? How do you feel your

identity will change as a result of studying at Kentucky?

. The author writes of being ashamed of his mother. Have there

been times when you were ashamed of your parents? How has
your perception of them changed since then? How do you think

your relationship will change now that you are in college?

Being biracial caused McBride a great deal of internal conflict
throughout his youth, especially in college. What have you
personally struggled with up to this point? What personal
challenges do you anticipate in college?

. What issues presented in this book do you know the least abgutf

How do you anticipate learning more about those issues during
your time at the University of Kentucky?

vy
did he see these two careers as conflicting interests for so Ionﬁ.
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rules of the outside world seemed meaningless to us as children. B
we grew up and fanned out into the world as teenagers and college
students, we brought the outside world home with us, and the world
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bearing fruits of their own confusion, which we jokingly called their
WNE@2f dziA2y dQ¢ 6 LIddpc 0

GL FFIAfSR SOSNEGKAY3I® L fSTL K
school. Just like Mommy did years before me, | began my own proc

running, emotionally disconnecting myself from her, as if by doing sq |
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family, and my family and mother just became people | lived with. | Was

obviously hiding, and angry as well, but | would never admit that to
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occurred to me that since | was a little boy, she had always wanted [ne

to go. She was always sending me off on a bus someplace, to elem
school, to camp, to relatives in Kentucky, to college. She pushed me
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lived in New York, literally shoving them out the front door when the
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building sets; for as she laid her life before me, | reassembled the

tableau of her words like a picture puzzle, and as | did, so my own life
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