
New students, welcome to the University of Kentucky! Returning students, we are glad to have you back! 
 
Reading and sharing ideas with others about what you have read is central to the college learning environment. 
Through the Common Reading Experience you will have the opportunity to participate in two of the most revered 
activities in university life: small-group discussions with peers and faculty and a comprehensive exploration of a 
single topic. This year, the UK community will read James McBride’s The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to 
His White Mother.  
 
This book is a fascinating story which presents many complex issues about our society and invokes thoughtful   
consideration and reflection. We hope that you enjoy reading the book and look forward to hearing your thoughts 
throughout the year about its themes. Please utilize the following reading guide to enhance your experience. 

Important Note for Reading The Color of Water 
 

The Color of Water is a memoir written in two different voices: those of James McBride and his mother, Ruth 
McBride Jordan. As you read the book, you will notice the typeface changes to indicate who is telling a particular 
part of the story, and the voice typically alternates between chapters. 

 

Tips for Reading Critically 

1. Immerse yourself in the book. 
Ask questions. Imagine yourself in the story. Search for 
personal meaning in the work. 
 
2. Read with a pen, pencil, or highlighter. 
Make notes in your book as you read. Jot down your 
questions for discussion later. 
 
3. Analyze themes. 
Make note of recurring issues. Compare and contrast 
passages to build your understanding as you move 
through the chapters. 

4. Get to know the characters. 
Ask yourself, who are these people? How does my      
understanding of them develop? How do I relate to 
them? 
 
5. Reflect on the reading. 
Relate the reading to your personal experiences.         
Anticipate how it may relate to your future. Identify how 
the reading alters or reaffirms your values. New          
students: Keep in mind your QLC assignment! 
 

Questions? 
CommonReading@lsv.uky.edu 

www.uky.edu/CommonReading 


