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Dear Jeft:

I am requesting a recommendation from the University Senate on the matter of
organizational structure for the units currently remaining in the College of Human
Environmental Sciences (Family Studies, Nutrition and Food Sciences, and
Merchandising, Apparel, and Textiles).

Attached is a March 10, 2003 letter to me from Scott Smith, Acting Dean of
Human Environmental Sciences (HES) that outlines the deliberative process the
HES units have engaged in over the past academic year and summarizes the two
proposals that emerged from this process.

Very briefly, Proposal 1 (attached) would have the Department of Family Studies
join the College of Education, and the Departments of Nutrition and Food
Sciences and Merchandising, Apparel, and Textile join the College of Agriculture
as a School of Human Environmental Sciences. Proposal 2 (also attached) would
have all remaining HES units join the College of Agriculture as a School of
Family and Consumer Sciences.

After extensive debate and formal voting, the faculty in HES was unable to arrive
at any clear consensus in support of either proposal. The margin of preference
among various groups of faculty and staff within these programs was very
narrow.

In response to Dean's Smith letter and his indication that the remaining HES units
understood that the lack of consensus "imposes a greater responsibility on the
administration to resolve the issue," I met with the faculty and staff on April 10,
2003 to discuss my reactions to the proposals. Iindicated at that meeting that I
found both proposals to have academic merit and to be thoughtful approaches to
merging the three units into existing colleges at the University. At the same time,

An Equal Opportunity University






