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The Graduate Council met on April 24, 2003, and approved the following:

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Physician Assistant Studies

Chani!e in Master's Dei!ree Proi!ram -Phvsician Assistant Studies
Experience with the first class of Masters students in requiring an oral defense has led the
faculty to the conclusion that the logistics of requiring an oral defense for every student
given the total of three overlapping classes of students (165 students) is unworkable in the
long run and represents an exorbitant demand on limited faculty resources.

The PAS faculty proposes that instead of requiring all students to complete an oral
defense on a research topic, students be required to complete a comprehensive written
exam shortly before graduation. This exam will cover the entire curriculum and all
students will take the same exam.
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11. Anyod1er requ:.auents not cowred alXJ~

n. RA110NALE FOR CBANGE(S)
Ift~ ratimale involws ~reditation requirements, please include lpeCific refa:e1K:a to dJlR requirements.

Experience with our first class of Masters students in reauirinq an oral defense
has led the facultv to the conclusion that the loqistics of recmirinq an oral defense
for everv student qiven the total of 3 overlauuinq classes of students (165 students!
is unworkable in the lonq run and reuresents an exorbitant demand on limited facultv

resources.

We would like to continue to have the students comDlete a Dro;ect for their deqree:
however. the PAS faculty DroDoses that instead of recmirina all students to cOlnDlete
an oral defense on a research toDic. students be recmired to comDlete a cOtnDrehensiye
written exam shortly before qraduation. 'l11is exam will cover the entire curriculum.
and all students will take the same exam.

The PAS faculty would like for the reauested chance to aDDlv to the class that is
scheduled to araduate in Auoust 2003. Because our currently reaistered students
(classes of 2003. 2004. 2005) entered the Droaram under the oral exam reauired.
the Droaram would offer them the choice of either an oral or a written exam. The offer
would be made non-coercive manner. '!he written final exam would be the only oDtion
available to the class of 2006 lenterina Januarv 2004). and subseouent classes.
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March 26, 2003

Douglass S. Kalika, Ph.D., Chair
Graduate Council
359 Patterson Office Tower
CAMPUS 0027

Dear Dr. Kalika:

At its meeting on March 25, 2003, the Academic Council for the Medical Center approved, and
recommends approval by the Graduate Council, for the proposals from the College of Health
Sciences to revise the Physician Assistant Studies (PAS) Master's Degree Program.

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,

#" j) ",I ~
PhYI;iS ?:al ~~.D.
Associate Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs
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attachments

Thomas C. Robinson, Ph.D.
Sharon E. Stewart, Ed.D.
Angelique Clark
Jacque Hager

c:

An Equal Opportunity University
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

TOPIC:

James W. Holsinger, Jr., M.D.
Chair, Medical Center Academic Council
Sharon R. Stewart, Ed.D. ~
Acting Associate Dean, College of Health Sciences
Application for Change in Physician Assistant Studies Master's
Degree Program
February 17, 2003DATE

Plan 8 requirements:
Proposed Changes: The Physician Assistant Studies Division requests a

change in the requirement that all students complete an oral defense to a requirement
that students complete a comprehensive written examination.

Rationale: Experience with the first class of master's students in requiring an
oral defense has led the faculty to the conclusion that the logistics of requiring an oral
defense for every student given the total of 3 overlapping classes of students (165
students) is unworkable in the long run and represents an exorbitant demand on limited
faculty resources. The PAS faculty proposes that, instead of requiring all students to
complete an oral defense on a research topic, students be required to complete a
comprehensive written exam shortly before graduation. This exam will cover the entire
curriculum, and all students will take the same exam.

The PAS faculty would like for the requested change to apply to the first class that is
scheduled to graduate in August 2003. Because our currently registered students
(Classes of 2003, 2004, 2005) entered the program under the oral exam requirement,
the program would offer them the choice of either an oral or a written exam. The offer
would be made in a non-coercive manner. The written final exam would be the only
option available to the Class of 2006 (entering January 2004), and subsequent classes.

Contact person: Doris J. Baker, Ph.D.
Ph.: 323-1100, ext 80854

Robert D. Hadley, Ph.D.
Ph.: 323-1100, ext 80587

or

An Equal Opportunity University
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Plan B requirements:
Proposed Changes: The Physician Assistant Studies Division requests a

change in the requirement that all students complete an oral defense to a requirement
that students complete a comprehensive written examination.

Rationale: Experience with the first class of master's students in requiring an
oral defense has led the faculty to the conclusion that the logistics of requiring an oral
defense for every student given the total of 3 overlapping classes of students (165
students) is unworkable in the long run and represents an exorbitant demand on limited
faculty resources. The PAS faculty proposes that, instead of requiring all students to
complete an oral defense on a research topic, students be required to complete a
comprehensive written exam shortly before graduation. This exam will cover the entire
curriculum, and all students will take the same exam.

The PAS faculty would like for the requested change to apply to the first class that is
scheduled to graduate in August 2003. Because our currently registered students
(Classes of 2003, 2004, 2005) entered the program under the oral exam requirement,
the program would offer them the choice of either an oral or a written exam. The offer
would be made in a non-coercive manner. The written final exam would be the only
option available to the Class of 2006 (entering January 2004), and subsequent classes.

Contact person: Doris J. Baker, Ph.D.
Ph.: 323-1100, ext 80854

or Robert D. Hadley, Ph.D.
Ph.: 323-1100, ext 80587

An Equal Opportunity University


