e required rgnt-or-ways irom
40 feet to 30 feet, among others.
The™ drawback some court
members, and apparently some
members of the community, have
is the blacktopping of subdivi-
sions, or roads leading into those
areas, feeling that the developers
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mously, however, on a motion by
magistrate Riddle, to allow Pas-
tor Daniel to go ahead and repair
the ditch line problem himself.
The court then began a lengthy
discussion on the proposed first
reading of amendments to the
county’s road ordinance, an issue

" An Addict’s Corner

The Journey of an Addict
by Phillip Lee

\. J

I’d like to tell you a story about 2 man I know. This guy thought he
had a pretty good life. He was married to the greatest woman he had
ever known (besides his mother, of course). He had four wonderful
children. His parents were top of the line. He had an excellent job,
a nice home and nice cars. This guy even had the best father- and
mother-in-laws. The best in-laws alone were more than most people
could imagine.

He had all the people and things he could ever want. Way more
than he had ever dreamed he would have. He thought if he could
keep all of this, one day he would die a happy man.

Well, needless to say, he started using drugs. First one kind and
then another. I mean this guy did have a lot on his mind. He had all
those bills to pay. There weren’t enough hours in each day to get his
* work done. He had to help keep things going for his family and of
course he had to keep all the materialistic things in his life. He had a
lot on his plate. This guy needed a break! So, he thought, he would
get high and escape for a while. Just a few hours though, he couldn’t
get away for long.

It was around 10 o’clock on a Sunday night and he had to leave
for work at 3 am the very next morning. So, he did it! He got high!
In his mind he did escape for a short time, but in reality he still had to
leave for work at 3 am. He did get rid of all that was weighing on his
mind for three or four hours. However, not only did he still have all
that was already going on in life before he got high in front of him.
Now, he had a whole new set of bags to carry with him.

I'told you that he still had to go to work the next morning but now,
his real problems were beginning. He started craving something so
strongly, so intensely, so passionately that he couldn’t leave town
without making sure he had enough of that stuff to get him through
the week. It was pulling him stronger than anything ever had. Stron-
ger than everything combined ever had. He had never felt this way
about anything. So, it ended up being around 8 o’clock that Monday
morning before he headed out to West Virginia for his work. He did
have the supply of what he was craving though.

All the way to West Virginia he thought and thought about what
he had done. What has he gotten himself into? But, he didn’t put it
down. He couldn’t! He had just taken that drug for the very first time
in his life the night before. But he couldn’t leave it at that. He was
hooked! He was from that moment on, an Addict.

His drug addiction ended up costing him everything. It cost him
his family a couple of different times. He lost his job, his cars and
three different homes through the years. He has lost contact with all
four of his amazing and beautiful children. Its cost him the luxury of
being able to hold, aggravate, cut up and talk to his absolutely perfect
grandson. It has cost him the love and comfort of the greatest com-
panion on earth, his wife. His 17 year journey in active addiction cost
him all the materialistic things he had ever had. It has incarcerated
him more times than he can count. He’s not very smart! He probably
can’t count that high anyway. It’s put him in nursing homes, hospi-
tals, jails and prisons. It’s cost him his health. He now has congestive
heart failure, high blood pressure and diabetes.

I know all he is has gone through in life. I know all he is still
going through. I know, because I am that guy. I'll get down to spe-
cific details in later articles. I’ll tell you all I can remember going
through. I'll tell you things I don’t remember, the horrible things that
family members, friends, law enforcement, prosecutors and judges
have told me I’ve done. Yet, most of which I still to this day have no
memory of. This is an awful feeling itsself! No excuses! I did this all
to myself and it started when I did that very first line of Crystal Meth
all those years ago.

So please, if you have never tried drugs, then leave it at that.
Don’t try them!!! You never know if that first line, that first pill, that
first joint or first beer will lead you down such a disastrous path. It
can happen! It will happen! I beg you; don’t let it be you that it hap-
pens to.

I'will also tell you that I do believe in miracles. I’ve seen miracles.
I am myself a living, breathing miracle of God’s abundant grace. All
though I had to lose everything just to find myself. I am finding that
with each passing day I do have a friend, the greatest friend of all. He
has stuck by me through it all. I didn’t want anything to do with Him.
I would treat Him like an unwanted dog. I had this friend all along.
I just chose to close my eyes and not see him. I chose to ignore him.
His name is Jesus Christ! After all I've done against Him and He still
forgave me. Now, I can’t think of life without Him. He walks with
me everywhere I go.

Yes, I am a living breathing Miracle. You can be too! Do you
struggle with addiction, an illness, or with life’s adversities in gen-
eral? God is right there! He is with you. He hasn’t abandoned you no
matter how desperate you may feel! No matter how alone you feel!
If he had abandoned you, then you wouldn’t be reading this column
right now at this very moment. I know the feeling of despair, but
know I also know hope. I don’t pretend to know all the answers. I
don’t understand why it has taken 17 years to get to this point in my
life, but I do know that Jesus Christ breathes eternal life into all those
who ask and believe. May God richly bless each of you and may He
give you sight to see that you are never alone.

 An addict, a child of God, a Christian,
Phillip Lee
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ing to put them (subdivisions) in,
they need to adhere to the speci-
fications.”

Judge Armstrong said there
were 22 subdivisions in the
county that are blacktopped but
not maintained by the county,
adding, the “more people you
help, you better serve the com-
munity.” He added later he did
not distinguish between “rich or
poor.”

Former magistrate Jerry Low-
horn, a long-time resident in the
area of one of the subdivisions in
question, said the county should
not have to maintain an area that
Just served a few and further
stated blacktopping the road into
the area would only serve certain
residents which he feels, they or
the developer, should maintain
themselves.

Judge Armstrong countered
that if they (residents of subdivi-
sions) chose to live in our county,
they should have the same rights
as anyone else.

Many of the squires indicated
in the end they still felt subdi-
visions should not be included
when taking in county roads to
maintain.

Also during the discussion,
Randy Ellis, a resident in the
Hogback Community, asked the
court exactly what constituted a
subdivision. He noted the road he
lives on is a little less than a half-
mile in length, with three homes
on the road.

Magistrates noted that the
road could be adopted through
proper channels, but was not yet
a county road.

Clinton County Attorney Mi-
chael Rains then reviewed the
ordinance step-by-step and took
recommended changes, includ-
ing parts. about subdivisions
court members had requested
and will draw up a draft plan
of the revised county road ordi-
nance. :

During the discussion, Clin-
ton County Road Foreman Mi-
chael Craig added. there were
only two county roads left that
had not been blacktopped to date.

Meanwhile, the court, on a

of three online bids received on
road salt.

The low bidder for road salt
was Detroit Salt at $73.80 per
ton, up to 300 tons if needed.
That price is less than what the
county paid for road salt this past’
year. :

Clinton County Sheriff Jim
Guffey then addressed the court
pertaining to a resolution for an
inter-local agreement with the
neighboring Cumberland County
Sheriff’s Department. ,

Sheriff Guffey mnoted th
agreement, which will haveto
be approved by the Department
of Local Government, is like'the
one Clinton County already has
in place with Wayne County.

Guffey said the primary area
of cooperation between the two
departments would be the Hegira
area that borders the two. coun-
ties. He indicated the agreement
would allow for Cumberland
County to handle minor inci-
dents in the community and both -
would work together on any ma-
jor incidents. .

He also indicated a similar
agreement would probably be
needed in the future with Russell
County, around the Rowena area, -
whenever the new proposed dock

‘ment with Cumberland County

have an additional
put toward further
cleanups in the cow

Also due to a sck

ready a law under state statute
with 72 of Kentucky’s 120 coun-
ties already participating, basi-
cally allows law enforcement

from one county to pursue ongo- flict for next month
ing criminal investigations into cal court meeting,
other counties in a cooperative conference and it be
effort among law enforcement.  of the Clinton Coun

On" separate motions, the
court voted to approve the reso-
lution for the inter-local agree-

istrates opted to set
meeting from the th
to Tuesday, June 2
at 5 p.m., making f
special call meetin,
agenda.

and also approve participation in
the BACKUPPS program.
After = acknowledging re-
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