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This and That

  Sparta honors its local hero - See page 4

Big John gets it off his chest
See Warsaw, page 3

BAM! Wake up boys and girls, 
it’s Big John Blocker here sitting in 
for the editor. He asked Big John to 
take his place so he could spend a 
few hours polishing the spokes of 
his BMW motorcycle.

I never could understand why he 
bought that German machine any-
way. If he had any sense, he’d ride 
a Harley like Big John and every 
other red-blooded American. When 
Big John rides down Main St., 
people know he’s coming because 
the thunder from his exhaust rattles 

windows, wakes up babies and makes 
the dogs howl.

Sorry about that, guess I got off the 
subject a little. Motorcycles do that to 
me. Anyway, I’m glad Kelley let me 
pinch hit for him because I need to get 
some things off my chest.

Why is everyone still talking about 
Donald Trump? Give me a break, 
please! The guy is a loser. You can have 
him, his weird hair, his fancy wife and 
his big mouth. He’s way too liberal for 
Big John. Give me a real American for 
president, a man’s man, who thinks the 
right way, shoots first and asks ques-
tions later.

It’s time we put Clint Eastwood in 
the White House. Then, we’ll see who 
wants to mess with us.

I’ve been reading a lot of stories 
in the paper about problems with kids 

tearing stuff up and running wild in 
the streets. I’ll tell you right now the 
problem is the parents not the kids.

I remember one hot afternoon I 
was down at the barn stripping to-
bacco with my dad. I lost my mind 
for a second and told the old man to 
shut up because he was talking too 
much.

He took one of those tobacco 
sticks and beat me all the way to the 
house. I had bumps and bruises all 
over my body for weeks but I guaran-
tee you one thing: I never disrespect-
ed him again. Put the paddle back in 
the house and the classroom and that 
will take care of the kid problem or 
my name isn’t Big John Blocker.

Can you believe all those liberal 
crybabies who want to take our guns 
away from us? Talk like that makes 

Big John’s skin crawl. The problem in 
this country is we don’t have enough 
guns. Arm the teachers, preachers, gro-
cers, movie theater owners, milkmen, 
cooks, bus drivers and dogcatchers if 
you want a little law and order in this 
country.

Big John knows what’s wrong with 
this world all right and I’m not afraid 
to tell you what it is. If we get rid of the 
Internet, China smart phones and talk 
radio, we’ll have our country back on 
track and headed in the right direction.

Wow, this writing stuff is hard and 
it’s making me tense. I hope the editor 
has his spokes polished by now. I need 
to get away from this keyboard and 
find a case of beer, a recliner and a fat 
cigar so I can calm down Big John’s 
nerves. I don’t need this kind of stress 
in my life.

Vol. XCV  No. 37                   Wednesday,  September 15,  2021         50 cents

At Monday’s city 
council meeting, War-
saw Mayor C.E. French 
announced the popular 
Chocolate Crawl will be 
held Saturday, October 
9.

This will be the third 
year for the event dur-
ing which people enjoy 
chocolate treats given 
away by local business-
es. Patrons then vote 
on their favorites. Last 
year’s winners were 
Quality Auto and Jew-
ell’s Restaurant.

“We had a record-
breaking crawl last year 
and we’re looking for-
ward to even more par-
ticipants this October,” 
said organizer Mary Jane 

Kentucky lawmakers 
passed a bill banning a 
statewide mask mandate 
in schools in favor of 
leaving the decisions to 
local districts during the 
special session that was 
completed last Thursday.

That means masks 
will no longer be manda-
tory at Gallatin County 
Schools, due to a resolu-
tion passed by the Galla-
tin County Board of Edu-
cation on Aug. 11.

Governor Andy Bes-
hear vetoed the two bills 
that lifted the mask man-
dates, but the Kentucky 
Senate swiftly voted to 
override the governor’s 
vetoes.   

“Masks will be re-
quired on school buses,” 
said Superintendent 
Larry Hammond. “And 
while mask wearing is 
no longer mandated in-
side school buildings, 
we strongly encourage 
students and teachers 
to wear masks for their 
safety and the safety of 
others. I will continue to 
wear a mask as long as 
COVID-19 is a threat, 
and I believe many oth-
ers will also.”

When school opened 
August 25, mask wear-
ing was required because 
of a mandate by Gover-
nor Andy Beshear and a 
resolution by the Ken-
tucky Board of Educa-
tion.

Last week’s action 
by the Kentucky Legis-
lature banned all mask 
mandates and left the 
mask decision up to local 
boards of education in 
Kentucky’s 120 counties.

Also last week, sev-
eral members of the Gen-
eral Assembly discussed 
having businesses and 
other entities establish 
vaccination incentives, 
and that’s what the state’s 
school officials are do-
ing.

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education says 
it plans to use up to $8.8 
million in Elementary 
and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief funds 
to provide reimburse-
ments to districts that re-
ward staff members who 
get vaccinated.

All full and part-time 
public school district 
employees are eligible 
for a one-time vaccina-
tion incentive payment 
of $100, after being fully 
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19. This includes 
employees who have al-
ready been vaccinated, as 
well as those who will be 
fully vaccinated by Dec. 
1, 2021.

“Getting people vac-
cinated is one of the 
main ways we’re go-
ing to be able to get out 
of this pandemic and 
get back into our class-
rooms as usual,” said 
Commissioner of Educa-
tion Jason E. Glass. “We 
hope this will encourage 
people to get vaccinated 
in order to protect their 
students, colleagues and 
themselves.”

Currently, vaccine ap-
pointments are available 
at many locations across 
the state. To find a vacci-
nation site near you, visit 
https://www.vaccines.
gov/.

Homecoming royalty
Kelsey Browning was crowned Homecom-

ing Queen, Friday night and Dylan Biddle 
was named Captain. See page 10 for all the 
members of the Homecoming Court. Photo 
by Kelley Warnick

A shot in the arm
Sparta Mayor Sidney Gullion gets a CO-

VID-19 vaccination from nurse Laura Miles 
at the Three Rivers Health Department in 
Warsaw on Monday. It was Mayor Gullion’s 
third shot. He said he got vaccinated to pro-
tect himself and his loved ones. Photo by 
Kelley Warnick 

Finally on the field
After being delayed because of COVID-19, the Gallatin County football season finally got 

underway, last Friday. Here, the team takes the field before playing Miami Valley Christian 
Academy on Homecoming. See page 5 for details. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Driving through Gall-
atin County is going to 
become more difficult in 
the coming months.

At last Thursday’s 
Gallatin County Fiscal 
Court meeting, members 
learned that not only 
will a section of U.S. 42 
be closed soon but also 
major work to resurface 
I-71 will create addition-
al problems.

“They’re doing some 
research on traffic pat-
terns that’s holding up 
the U.S. 42 project,” 
said Judge/executive 
Ryan Morris. “Once the 
project begins, the busy 
highway will be closed 
from the Markland Dam 
to Knox Lillard Rd. until 
November 23. It appears 
work will now begin in 
about a month.”

In addition to the 
Knox Lillard closure, 
Ken McCarty of the state 

transportation cabinet 
said resurfacing of I-71 
in Gallatin will begin 
later this month and will 
take two or three months 
to complete.

“The $15 million 
project will create long 
delays on the Interstate 
and drivers should be 
prepared because of the 
approaches of all six 
bridges must also be re-
paired,” McCarty said.

In other fiscal court 
business:

• J u d g e / e x e c u t i v e 
Ryan Morris and Glen-
coe/Veterans Memorial 
magistrate M.J Haddix 
said they were trying to 
work with the Kentucky 
American Water Compa-
ny to fix a water pressure 
problem in Glencoe.

Haddix said high wa-
ter pressure was blowing 
valves and water lines in 
the city and nothing was 

Expect long delays on our roads
being done to correct the 
problem. Also he said 
at times, pressure at fire 
hydrants drops to almost 
zero creating a hazard-
ous situation for fire 
fighters and homeown-
ers.

“We need help,” said 
Glencoe City Council-
man Rick Dunaway, 
who attended the meet-
ing. “This is a serious 
situation that has been 
going on for years.”

Morris said he would 
try to get someone from 
Kentucky American Wa-
ter to attend the next fis-
cal court meeting to dis-
cuss the problem.

•It was learned Nucor 
steel has given the coun-
ty $37,000 to buy air 
packs and other equip-
ment for the fire depart-

ment.
“We can’t thank Nu-

cor enough,” said Mor-
ris. “They are a wonder-
ful company and their 
generosity will benefit 
the entire community.”

•The court approved 
giving county employ-
ees ten additional sick 
days if they get COV-
ID-19 and five addition-
al days if they are quar-
antined because of it.

•The court approved 
an effort by the county’s 
tourism committee to 
erect signs on U.S. 42, 
marking it as part of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail. 
The state transportation 
cabinet will also have to 
approve the signs.

•Kentucky Davis was 
appointed to the county 
fair board.

Day. “Warsaw is doing a 
great job fixing up the 
sidewalks and that helps 
a lot.”

For the first time, 
two business from out-
side Warsaw will be on 
the list. These are Kel-
ly Simpson’s Glencoe 
General Store and Nan-
cy Bruegge’s Magnolia 
Inn on Sparta Pike. A to-
tal of 17 businesses have 
signed up, so far.

In other Warsaw busi-
ness:

•After much debate, 
council voted 4-2 to hold 
Halloween Trick or Treat 
on Saturday, October 30, 
from 6-8 p.m. The “no” 
votes were cast by coun-

Chocolate Crawl
will be October 9

Masks now
optional at
GC Schools
Local board now decides


