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Baptist mnsteren S bid t

‘Thomas: Decision came after c1rcumstances evolved

BY SAVANNAH OGLESBY
MESSENGER STAFF WRITER .
SOGLESBY@THE-MESSENGER.COM

After more than a month of
uncertainty about his_employ-
ment status, Dr. Bill Thomas has
formally resigned as music min-
ister and associate pastor of First

Baptist Church effective Aug. 8.. -

His resignation letter, dated

Thursday, was malled to church
members, ending a dispute over

-whether: he had stepped’'down

June 24 following an uproar over
a newspaper column written by
his wife,

Henrietta Buffington, chair-
woman of the church’s Staff

-Development- Committee, read
" Thotas’ lette

ut loud duringa

church busmess rneetmg follow—
ing morning worship. Sunday
“As T communicated in' my
previous letters, it was never
my intention to resign,” Thomas
wrote. “But; circumstances have

evolved over this prolonged dif-

ficult period. So to avoid further
conflict and ‘dysfunction within

wour :chq,r,ch, B! "?Q«?’d?r you this.

request for dxssoluhon of our
professional relatlonshlp

A motion to accépt Thomas’
resignation and double his pro-
posed severance package to eight
months was made during the busi-
ness meeting. The church mod-
erator, however, ruled the motion
was out of order, as was a motion
to reject Thomas’ resignation.

There a brief debate over *
yhether church leaders; followed

[ 7

their own policies and bylaws in
seekmg Thomas’ resignation —
and ultlmately termmatlon of his .
]Ob ‘

One clause apparently allows
the church’ council to termmatea .
ministers other than the head -
pastor, while another clause plac-
es final action in the hands of the
church body. :

- f SEE MINISTER/PAGE A3
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