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Council members 
having pleasant 
race for mayor
By QUINN SCHWARTZ
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism and Telecommunications

The Nov. 4 Midway mayoral election is a choice 
between Sharon Turner, running on her longtime 
City Council and community experience, and one-
term Council Member Grayson Vandergrift, offering 
a fresh vision and a step in a different direction at a 
potentially historic time for Midway.

The competition has been good natured. The 
candidates share a mutual respect and find themselves 
agreeing on most issues the new mayor will have to 
address.

Those include improvements in water lines, sewers, 
sidewalks and other infrastructure, which they hope 
to pay for with an increase in tax income from 
development at the Interstate 64 interchange – the 
management of  which will be a challenge facing the 
city.

Turner boasts the most experience, having served 
on the council since January 2005 and as mayor pro 
tem since 2007, and for the past 14 years as secretary 
for the Nursing Home Task Force, which led to the 
senior living residence under construction in Midway.  

Turner’s record appeals to Midway residents like 
Alice Jacobs. “I think experience will be important,” 
Jacobs said.  “I would feel more comfortable with 
someone who best knows the concerns facing Midway 
and how to handle them.”

Vandergrift, a restaurateur who was elected to the 
council in 2012, has less experience than Turner, but 
expresses a passionate vision for Midway’s future and 
hopes to give the city a fresh perspective. 

He may appeal to residents like Gary Owens, who 
said, “I don’t necessarily think experience is the most 
important thing as long as our mayor is able to make 
decisions that are best for Midway.”

Some of  these decisions will deal with Midway 
Station, a development on the northeast corner of  
the I-64 interchange that has seen little activity since 
it was created the 1990s as an industrial park. It was 
rezoned for residential and commercial development 
a few years ago, but the recession and other factors 
thwarted development. 

Council Members Sharon Turner and Grayson Vandegrift 
pose for a portrait at City Hall. (Photo by Tessa Lighty)

Recently, part of  it has been rezoned to industrial 
on the prospect that a factory will be built there, 
and an adjoining tract has been recommended for 
industrial zoning.

Lexington developer Dennis Anderson, who 
has the Green Gables development on the 
southeast corner of  the interchange, is tasked with 
redeveloping the rest of  Midway Station. Under an 
agreement with the Woodford County Economic 
Development Authority, he pays the interest on the 
city and county bonds issued to create the industrial 
park in return for the right to redevelop it.  

Anderson plans to use tax-increment financing, 

City moves for 
tax funding on 
Midway Station

The Midway City Council voted 
Oct. 6 to start the official process 
that could secure the financing for 
large, mixed-use development at 
Midway Station.

 The council voted to schedule 
a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 3 on a plan for development 
that would be funded by tax-
increment financing, a device that 
uses increased tax revenue from 
development to pay for the costs 
of  public infrastructure in the 
development.

 Lexington developer Dennis 
Anderson, who has an option to 
buy the largely vacant industrial 
park and has been paying the 
taxes and interest on the city and 
county debt for its creation, plans 
to use tax-increment financing 
to recoup the $30.7 million he 
plans to spend regrading the site; 
reworking its streets, sidewalks, 
utilities and drainage; and 
creating parking, the largest single 
cost.

 The specific figures, and a 
forecast that the development 
would more than repay the TIF 
costs, were included in a report 
to the city by Commonwealth 
Economics, a consulting firm 
Anderson has hired.

 John Harris of  Commonwealth 
told the council that his firm has 
worked with more that 12 cities 
to get TIF projects approved by 
the state. He said it was founded 
in 2007, after he was finance 
secretary for Gov. Ernie Fletcher, 
when the current TIF law was 
written.

 “If  the developer takes the 
risk to put in the local public 
infrastructure, the state allows the 

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 11
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By SARAH BROOKBANK
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism
and Telecommunications

Libby Warfield Kaye Nita Gallagher

Council members-to-be have familiar faces
The City Council election in 

Midway is simple this year. There 
are only six candidates for six 
seats, so there is no true race. 
There will be some new faces, but 
you might recognize them.

The council will lose Aaron 
Hamilton, who has been on the 
council for eight years. Council 
Members 

Grayson Vandergrift and 
Sharon Turner are running for 
mayor, since Mayor Tom Bozarth 
is not seeking a third four-year 
term. 

New to the council will be Libby 
Warfield, Kaye Nita Gallagher 
and Steven Craig. Returners 
will be Sara Hicks and Bruce 
Southworth, starting their second 
two-year term, and Dan Roller, 
who will be starting his third.

Craig, who placed ninth 
of  10 candidates in the 2012 
council election, is the brother 
of  Magistrate Larry Craig, who 
was defeated for re-election in the 
primary.

Warfield, whose mother and 
son have been on the council, was 
among several people who applied 

for appointment by the council to 
fill a vacant seat in 2012. The seat 
went to former council member 
Charlann Wombles.

Warfield and Gallagher 
discussed what they wanted to 
do during their term on the 
council during a candidate forum 
at Midway College on Oct. 2.  
The candidates both stressed 
improvement to the city of  
Midway, but in different ways. 

Warfield led with a wish list 
of  things that she would like to 
see in Midway: a pavilion for 
the cemetery and an urgent care 
clinic. At the top of  her wish list 
is an ambulance station closer to 
the town, something the county 
government is slowly moving 
toward. 

“Once again I feel that we have 
begged and pleaded long enough 
for an ambulance hub closer to 
Midway,” Warfield said. “If  you 
have ever sat with a loved one 
that you weren’t sure was going 
to make it, that’s the longest 20 
minutes you’ll ever sit waiting 
for the ambulance just to get to 
you before they start to move the 
patient to somewhere to get them 
some help. It’s terrible.”

Gallagher stressed the need for 

Midway to boost tourism and 
mentioned bringing a small hotel 
to Midway, noting that when 
people come to town, there is 
only one bed-and-breakfast. She 
stressed the need to keep those 
tourists in Midway instead of  
letting them stay in Frankfort, 
Georgetown or Lexington. 

“I’m just interested to see how 
things can be changed to bring 
more tourists to Midway since a 
lot of  people come for the horses, 
for Keeneland and for the dining 
destination, and hopefully we 
can get that to grow as well,” 
Gallagher said.

Asked why she was running, 
Gallagher said “Several people 
asked me to run. I’m retired from 
state government, where I was 
in tourism. I’ve worked at Equus 
Run. I’ve waited tables for the past 
30 years in downtown Midway.”

In a telephone interview, Craig 
stressed the need for the council 
to be fiscally responsible. He also 
said that a big obstacle that the 
council will face is that many of  
the council members are going to 
have less experience than usual. 

Warfield said one of  the most 
important things a new council 
member can do is research and 
learn. She frequently attends 
council meetings, and recently 
confronted the council about 
adherence to the state Open 
Meetings Act, noting that enough 
council members to make a 
quorum spend time downtown 

after meetings. Council Member 
Bruce Southworth replied that 
such meetings are legal as long as 
city business is not discussed.

In October, Warfield submitted 
to the council six questions, which 
she said were written by her son 
Matt, about the proposed tax-
increment financing of  the public 
infrastructure for redevelopment 
of  Midway Station.

One of  the biggest topics 
among candidates for city office 
is infrastructure. During and after 
the forum Council Members Sara 

Hicks and Dan Roller stressed 
the importance of  fixing the 
infrastructure, as did the new 
candidates.

Craig said in the interview, 
“We have to make sure we do 
our homework right.” He said 
the council as a whole will have 
to think in advance to make 
sure that projects are properly 
executed and funded as there are 
many large projects to be done.

“We’ve got some really big 
projects coming up; we have to 
be accountable,” Craig said. He 
also said that the projects like 
revitalizing infrastructure need to 
be researched and planned before 
they are started.

At the forum Hicks said, 
“I would like for us to fix our 
sidewalks. I would like to solve 
the problems of  the water that’s 
brown for some of  our citizens. 
I would like to fix the problems 
where the grade on some of  our 
roads isn’t working correctly.”

Warfield agreed that sidewalks 
and streets need to be fixed. She 
also stressed the importance of  
fixing water problems.

After the forum, Roller noted 
that Midway has received a low-
cost loan to fix water lines on 
Higgins 

Street, but fixing the lines is just 
one step. Both mayoral candidates 
hope to fund infrastructure 
projects with revenue from 
developments at the Interstate 64 
interchange.

“We have no street cleaning 
equipment, so anything that goes 
on the street ends up going into 
our storm sewers,” Roller said. 
He also said that this doesn’t help 
with the road grading issues that 
need to be fixed.

Roller said he feels confident in 
working with all the candidates 
for the council, and while each of  
them will bring something new to 
the table, they’ll be able to work 
toward the same goals. “We’ll 
work with anyone if  they’ll work 
with us,” he said with a laugh.
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The Race for Midway Mayor

Turner runs on experience Vandegrift offers a vision

Sharon Turner knows Midway 
like the back of  her hand. Her 
love for the community drives 
her to better the town, and she 
says that’s why she’s running for 
mayor. 

Turner has served on the City 
Council since January 2005. She 
fills in for Mayor Tom Bozarth 
when he is absent, serving as mayor 
pro tem, a job that by tradition 
goes to the highest vote-getter for 
the position – which was her in 
all five council races she ran. She 
chairs the finance committee and 
sits on the cemetery, ordinances 
and policy committee. 

Turner is also well known 
for her work with the Midway 
Nursing Home Task Force for its 
entire 16 years, and serving as the 
group’s secretary for the past 14. 
Its efforts have produced a senior-
living community, the Homeplace 
at Midway, due to open soon. 
But her work for seniors goes 
beyond that.“Something a lot of  
people don’t really know about 
Sharon personally is, through 
the years Sharon has helped a 

lot of  us senior citizens with our 
computers when we would have 
problems,” said Ola Moore, a 
Midway resident and good friend 
of  Turner. “I think that says a lot 
about her, that she takes time out 
of  her day to look out for us. She’s 
really just a wonderful person.”

Turner, 52, says she wants to be 
mayor to further her service to the 
community.

“I think experience and a 
common sense approach will go 
a long way,” she said. “I think 
if  we were in a bigger city, there 
would be more direct paths laid 
out for us because it’s to a grander 
scheme. Being in a small town, 
we still have the ability to use to 
common-sense approaches and 
be more efficient and fine tune, 
while still allowing these people 
to do their jobs every day without 
micromanaging.”

Friends call Turner selfless and 
dedicated.

“She’s really true to Midway,” 
said Moore. “She’s been here all 

Sharon Turner 
and Grayson 

Vandegrift 
at the Oct. 2 

candidates’ 
forum.

(Photo by Tessa 
Lighty)

With almost two years on 
the city council under his belt, 
Grayson Vandegrift is hoping to 
be the next mayor of  Midway. 

Vandegrift said he had no 
intention of  running for mayor 
two years after being elected to 
the council, but gained confidence 
and received encouragement and 
support from many people and 
decided to run.

His opponent, Sharon Turner, 
is running on her greater 
experience. Vandegrift said that 
he respects her but they just see 
things differently. 

He said that his experience 
of  running a business during 
a massive recession, and his 
involvement in many aspects of  
the community, have qualified 
him to be the best candidate. 

“Sometimes there is a time 
when you feel like maybe it’s time 
for a new voice, maybe it’s time 
for a step in a little bit different 
direction, a different way of  
thinking about things and I feel 
like I can provide that better than 
anybody,” he said. 

Vandegrift is 32 years old and 
was raised just outside the city 
limits. 

Vandegrift said that as a child, 
he took piano lessons and taught 
himself  to play guitar, and 
was captain of  his high school 
basketball team at Sayre School 
in Lexington. He went on to study 
English and history at Wittenberg 
University in Ohio as well as the 
University of  Kentucky. 

Today, Vandegrift says he loves 
U.S. history and is an avid sports 
fan, as well as an animal lover who 
has two dogs and a cat. He also 
enjoys volunteering in community 
organizations. 

“It’s just fun to be a part of  
something bigger than yourself  
and it is fun to be able to work 
for the people and see results of  
improving your community,” he 
said. 

Vandegrift and his fiancé, Katie 
Brown, plan to marry in May 
2015. 

When asked to name the most 
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Pressures rise in state House race

James Kay Ryan Schwartz

The race for state representative 
between freshman Democrat 
James Kay and Republican 
challenger Ryan Schwartz could 
turn out to be part of  a pivotal 
move for Kentucky. 

In the Nov. 4 election, 
Republicans have a chance to 
gain control of  the state House for 
the first time since 1920-21, and 
a Democratic group is attacking 
Schwartz in radio commercials in 
an effort to protect Kay. 

In June 2013, Kay won a three-
way special election to replace 
Democrat Carl Rollins of  Midway, 
who resigned to become head of  
the Kentucky Higher Education 
Assistance Authority. 

Schwartz and other Republicans 
are criticizing Kay for his vote 
to reverse a small decrease in 
the state gasoline tax, which is 
dedicated to highway projects. 

“I was disappointed to see 
that he did that,” Schwartz said. 
“I think the last thing that our 
economy and Central Kentucky 
families need right now is more 
money coming out of  their 

pockets. We need to look at other 
ways of  stimulating growth in our 
economy, and we need to look at 
other ways of  financing our big 
road projects.” 

Kay says that because the gas tax 
is based on the average wholesale 
price of  gasoline, so when prices 
go up, some motorists may drive 
less, and cars are increasingly fuel 
efficient, so less gas is bought and 
less tax revenue is raised. 

The tax fell to 30.8 cents per 
gallon from 32.3 cents per gallon 
on Jan. 1, its first decrease since 
2010. Democratic Gov. Steve 
Beshear proposed setting the old 
rate as the new floor for the tax, 
to keep road projects on schedule. 
Kay voted for that, with almost 
all other House Democrats, but 
the Republican-controlled Senate 
blocked it. 

“They try to politicize every 
issue,” Kay said of  Republicans. 
“The reality is the road plan. 
That’s what I voted for. . . . 
a plan that gave millions and 
millions of  dollars brought back 
to this district. . . . Now we have 
one billion dollars of  unfunded 
projects in the state on rural roads, 
like here in Woodford County 

where people get in 
car wrecks -- young 
kids, high-schoolers 
-- get in car wrecks 
and die all the time.” 

The candidates 
also disagree on 
“right to work” 
legislation, which 
would ban union 
contracts that require 
employees to join the 
union or pay fees to 
it. Schwartz favors 
the measure, as well 
as comprehensive 
tax reform, “to help 
Kentucky to get a 
more competitive 
footing with some 

of  our surrounding states, 
particularly Tennessee, which 
seems to be attracting so many 
manufacturing jobs that should 
be going to Kentucky.” 

Kay, who is supported by labor 
unions, opposes the legislation. 
“All this really is,” he said, “is an 
attack on unions, and I can tell 
you, the states that have the right 
to work legislation right now are 
in worse shape than we are.” 

Both candidates are lawyers 
who live in Versailles. Radio ads 
from Kentucky Family Values, 
a committee that supports 
Democrats, say Schwartz is 
a lawyer who buys foreclosed 
properties and sells them for a 
profit. 

Schwartz said one client of  the 
Lexington firm in which he works 
“is a company that purchases 
delinquent property tax bills. 
What happens is, for whatever 
reason, when property tax bills 
go unpaid, county governments 
all over the state suffer. . . . When 
the state cannot collect on these 
tax bills, the county clerks are 
required to sell them to third 
party investors who don’t get any 
kind of  extraordinary profits.” 

Kay says he has earned re-
election. ““I have listened to my 

constituents. I am responsive to 
their concerns,” he said. “I know 
my community. I’m in it, I’m of  
it, I’m around it all the time. I 
have brought home things to this 
community that will help this 
community that will better serve 
it, and will make it better able to 
serve itself. I think at the end of  
the day, we need somebody born 
and raised here that knows this 
community to best represent it.” 

Schwartz, asked why he should 
be elected, described a variety 
of  working perspectives. “I’ve 
worked outdoors, I’ve worked 
indoors. I’ve worked in offices 
and I’ve worked in factories. . . 
. The next thing I want to do is 
promote job creation by getting 
the government out of  the way.” 

Kay said job creation begins 
with education. “We are poised 
to go backwards in education and 
we have been going forward for 
the first time in a decade.”

The district comprises Woodford 
County and parts of  Fayette and 
Franklin counties. In last year’s 
special election, held before 
the district lines were redrawn 
slightly, Kay got 44 percent of  the 
vote to 34 percent for Republican 
Lyen Crews and 22 percent for 
independent John-Mark Hack.The race is in the 56th Legislative District.

By SIDNEY ROSE EMISON
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism
and Telecommunications
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Judge-exec tiff 
has Midway angle

Tuesday, Nov. 4, will be the 
day that the polls will be open 
and citizens around Woodford 
County will have the duty to elect 
their leaders. The race for judge-
executive race features two-term 
incumbent Democrat John “Bear” 
Coyle and Republican challenger 
Bobby Gaffney.

Midway has found itself  in the 
thick of  the contest. Gaffney said 
that there has been “turmoil” 
between 

Midway and the county, and 
he wants to meet with the City 
Council to address it. “We need to 
work with Midway real close,” he 
said. “They are Woodford County 
people.”

Midway has had quarrels with 
the county government for several 
years. After the city won fourth-
class status from the legislature, 
giving it alcoholic-beverage fees 
that had gone to the county, the 
fiscal court told the city in January 
2011 that it would not remove 
the city’s snow and ice for free 
anymore. 

“Once Midway received its 
fourth-class status, the county was 
faced with two fourth-class cities 
and I think both cities should be 
treated fairly and by the court’s 
vote they thought that was the 
right thing to do,” Coyle said in 
a recent interview. The citizens of  
Midway and Versailles pay county 
taxes that are used partly to assist 
in maintaining safe roadways for 
citizens, including snow removal. 

Midway now pays a private 
contractor to do it.

Gaffney said he would have 
handled the situation differently 
“If  they’ve got snow on their 
roads, they’re Woodford County 
citizens and I will take the snow 
off the road,” he pledged.

If  elected, Gaffney may find 
his promise hard to keep. The 
decision to stop snow and ice 
removal in 

Midway was voted on by the 
fiscal court. Outgoing Midway 
magistrate Larry Craig said, “In 
my personal opinion, that would 
take an act of  the court.” 

On issues regarding Midway, 
both candidates emphasized that 
the town is part of  Woodford 
County and needs to be included. 
“I have a working relationship 
with those people” in Midway, 
Gaffney said. 

Asked about the possibility of  
getting a hotel in Midway, Coyle 
said, “There is a need for a hotel 
in the county.” He said a hotel 
in the city “would be a benefit to 
Midway and I think, of  course, 
it would naturally benefit the 
county also.” 

Gaffney agreed. “Midway has 
some of  the best tourism in our 
county,” he said, pointing out 
that the county needs to give 
tourists places to eat and stay in 
town, so that more income can be 
generated. 

Midway is considered the most 
likely place for a hotel due to its 
location on the interstate and the 
development that is progressing 
at the interchange. A hotel would 
also boost the county lodging tax, 
which doesn’t generate much 
money because the county’s only 
lodging facilities are bed-and-
breakfasts.

Both candidates have been in 
the county a long time. Coyle was 
raised in the county and raised 

his four sons here. He is a 1973 
graduate of  Woodford County 
High School and Transylvania 
University. He farmed in the 
Nonesuch area for 16 years and 
still owns a farm there. He served 
as a deputy sheriff and sheriff 
before serving as the judge-
executive for the past eight years.

Gaffney raised his two sons in 
the county, spending the last 31 
years on his farm off Big Sink 
Road near 

Versailles. He was a first 
lieutenant in the army as a 
mechanized infantry officer. He 
taught vocational agriculture in 
the county schools for 14 years 
and was the system’s director 
of  transportation. He was 
president of  the state Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers Association, 
the Woodford County Teachers 
Association and the University of  
Kentucky College of  Agriculture 
Alumni and Development 
Association. 

The two men are familiar with 
each other because they worked 
together on the Fiscal Court. The 
last of  Gaffney’s two terms as 6th 
District magistrate overlapped 
with Coyle’s first term as judge-
executive. 

Gaffney described Coyle as his 
friend but said the two just “don’t 
see eye to eye” on everything, 
which is why he is running.

Gaffney says he is qualified for 
the position because he has run 

his own businesses, has fiscal-
court experience and understands 
budgeting, an important part of  
the judge-executive’s duties. 

“We have handled large 
amounts of  money and we 
know how to budget and we can 
budget,” Gaffney said. 

He outlines five major points 
on which he would like to focus if  
elected: economic development, 
agriculture, county services, 
tourism and education. Through 
close work with the local colleges, 
farmers and factory owners, 
Gaffney says he hopes to boost 
the economy, agriculture and 
education of  the county. 

Coyle wants everyone to 
remember his last two terms when 
going out to the polls: “Things 
are going well here and I’d hope 
that the voters throughout the 
county realize that.” He points to 
the successes he has had over the 
years as evidence of  how well his 
time in office has gone. 

Some of  the accomplishments 
he listed include constructing 
a stand-alone coroner’s office, 
purchasing the 211-acre farm 
adjacent to the Woodford County 
Park for future expansion and 
providing a location for the Hope 
Ministry Food Pantry. 

Gaffney stressed how much he 
would like the public’s feedback if  
he wins. “If  I am elected we will 
have a lot of  participation from the 
public,” he said, adding, “There 
is no citizens’ participation right 
now.” 

Coyle responded that citizens 
have every right to come and speak 
at Fiscal Court meetings; they 
just have to follow the procedure 
the court uses. He said if  citizens 
would like to speak they can call 
his office before the meeting and 
sign up to speak, or talk to their 
magistrate in order to voice their 
opinions.

By JACKSON REAMS
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism
and Telecommunications

Bobby Gaffney John Coyle
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Fall Festival was in full force

Top: Main Street is filled with tents, food, people, dogs, farm animals and a lot more.

Bottom: A wide selection of  honey was on display for purchase and tasting.

Multimedia story by TESSA LIGHTY
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism
and Telecommunications

Main Street in Midway was filled 
with people, dogs, farm animals and 
a lot more Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 20 and 21, for the 39th annual 
Midway Fall Festival.

The event displayed local arts and 
crafts, food, and music. People from 
all over the area were invited to “an 
old-fashioned family festival, filled 
with small town hospitality.”

While adults shopped the white-
top tents and open shops for crafts, 
clothes and more, the children could 
take a ride on a mini train, feed 
various goats and sheep, or careen 
down a bouncy obstacle course.

Even away from Main Street, 
activity was everywhere. Churches 
and houses alike had yard sales set 
up out of  their garages.

People from all over Central 
Kentucky flocked to the streets of  
Midway to experience the weekend 
festival, and the weather cooperated.

Woodford Sun correspondent 
John McDaniel estimated the two-
day crowd at 17,000.
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Top left: Jim Olive of  Lexington 
plays the banjo on the streets of  
the festival. Olive was hired by the 
city of  Midway to play.

Top right: Sam Said of  Lexington 
works at one of  the many food 
booths.

Bottom: Ashlee Vanhoose, right, 
of  Lexington, took a picture of  
her one-year-old, Casom, at the 
petting zoo.
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TURNER continued from Page 3 VANDEGRIFT continued from Page 3
of  her life and she’s going to put 
Midway first.”

Turner said she and her family 
moved back to Kentucky three 
weeks after she was born in Van 
Buren, Ark. Her father was in the 
Army at Fort Chaffee. Turner and 
her brother, who lives in Midway, 
and her sister, a Lexington 
resident, grew up working on 
a farm on Old Frankfort Pike 
raising Thoroughbred horses, 
corn and tobacco. 

Turner is close to her family and 
attributes her passion for service 
to her parents’ love of  community. 
When asked who inspired her the 
most, Turner named her mother, 
Kathy Alexander. 

“She stayed home and took care 
of  us kids and got us all through 
school,” said Turner. “She made 
sure that we all did what needed 
to, first.” 

Turner has business experience. 
She started keeping books for 
the family farm while a student 
at Woodford County High 
School, and keeps books for four 
businesses out of  her home office 
in Midway.

Turner and her family bought 
Kentucky Beverage Journal, a 
68-year-old monthly magazine, 
in 1992. She works in Frankfort 
running a trade association for a 
group of  beer distributors, which 
keeps her there much of  the time 
during legislative sessions. Turner 
says she can do mayoral work 
from her Frankfort office.

Turner says she is running on 
both her “business experience 
and personal life experience,” and 
her vision for Midway is to make 
it an ever better place to live by 
becoming more efficient, with 
better policies and procedures 
to make city government more 
transparent. 

Turner has noted that during 
her tenure on the council, the 
city’s budget surplus has increased 
from $25,000 to $600,000. Asked 
how much credit she takes for it, 
she said she is the chair of  the 
finance committee and works 
closely with the mayor to make 
the best decisions for the town. 

“Not one person can take the 
credit; it takes all of  us,” she said. 
“We are using our money to work 
for us. We have cut out things that 
we got in the habit of  using, but 
didn’t really have to have. Under 
Mayor Bozarth, we have been 
under budget all eight years.” 

Turner says she plans to lead 
through efficiency, managing the 
budget, public safety, and water, 
sewer and sidewalk projects. She 
said that because a water and 
sewer plan is in place, she wants 
to immediately start work on 
sidewalks, and would start with the 
issue the needs the most attention, 
take care of  it in a timely fashion 
and work her way through a 
prioritized list of  problems. 

“Sharon is a hard worker,” said 
Charlann Wombles, who served 
on the council with Turner for 
more than seven years. 

Grayson Vandegrift, the other 
candidate for mayor and fellow 
council member, says he respects 
Turner’s abilities. 

“One thing about Sharon I’ve 
always admired is that she sticks 
with what she believes,” said 

Vandegrift. “She has always 
been diligent in looking at a 
budget and how you work with 
it.” 

After years of  working to serve 
Midway and the community, 
Turner wants to keep working. 

“I have the time and the ability 
to do this,” she said. “I am willing 
to serve.”

influential person in his life, he said 
it was his father, Rob Vandegrift, 
from whom he learned a lot about 
business and how to treat people. 

“I think I learned a lot from 
how fair he is,” he said. 

Vandegrift and his father opened 
the 815 Prime restaurant in the 
heart of  downtown Midway.

“I learned a ton about what 
it really means to run your own 
business so, it’s been an enjoyable 
experience,” he said, adding that 
running a business is a lot like 
government. 

Vandegrift paraphrased 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper, 
a former restaurateur: “All public 
officials should run a restaurant 
first.” He said Hickenlooper was 
probably referring to budgeting, 
dealing with criticism and many 
different people from all walks of  
life, and making quick decisions. 

Vandegrift got his foot in the 
door early with Midway civic 
affairs. 

At 25, he was elected president 
of  the Midway Merchants 
Association. He has been 
chairman of  the Woodford 
County Tourist Commission, as 
well as coordinator of  the last two 
Midway Fall Festivals. 

“I think we had some success 
in those organizations in what 
we were able to accomplish, and 
from then on I got more and more 
involved with all of  Midway,” he 
said. 

Turner said of  her opponent, “I 
think Grayson has been great on 
council. He asks great questions 
and he gets out there and works. 
. . . I’ve always liked and admired 
Grayson. I think he’s done a great 
job the past couple years.”

At the Oct. 2 candidates’ forum, 
Vandegrift said the downtown is 
“in good shape” and citizens want 

to see rest of  the city get the same 
attention.

When asked about the civic 
group Midway Renaissance, 
which had some conflict with the 
city before he joined the council, 
he said he can bring the city 
together. 

“I don’t have any enemies and 
I don’t think anybody considers 
me their enemy, so I think I have 
a unique ability to do that,” he 
said, “because I have done it 
before with bringing merchants 
together, which can sometimes be 
difficult and bringing other facets 
of  the county together to work on 
projects.” 

Vandegrift said that no matter 
the circumstances, citizens will 
be welcome to the table to voice 
their ideas and opinions.

“I just don’t want to see it split 
into factions,” he said. ”We have 
seen other parts of  the county 
where there are different groups 
and they are kind of  working 
towards the same team but their 
almost working against each other 
duplicating efforts.”

Vandegrift said he would 
assemble a committee of  Midway 
citizens, council members and 
experts to draft a plan to work 
on the city’s infrastructure: water 
lines, sewers and sidewalks. 

“If  you put enough people 
together and you work towards 
something, you can get it done,” 
he said. “I think that Midway 
could be one of  those places 
you hear about getting an award 
for being greatest small city in 
Kentucky.” 

Vandegrift said he would be a 
mayor of  action, but “We are not 
going to change Midway. Midway 
is great the way it is; we are just 
going to make it better.”
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Michel is big-
time chef in 
a small town
By BRIAN BOUHL
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism
and Telecommunications

It’s hard to imagine where Ouita 
Michel would be today if  she hadn’t 
told a lie about herself.

The nationally prominent 
matriarch of  Bluegrass cuisine, 
Michel almost lost one of  her 
first cooking jobs in New York 
City because she let her ambition 
overcome her honesty.

“I worked for a really nice seafood 
restaurant called John Clancy’s and 
I told the chef  I knew how to filet a 
fish and I had never really filleted a 
fish in my life,” Michel recalled. “I 
basically just cried the first day, and 
to this day I have no idea why she 
didn’t fire my ass.”

Decades later, Michel sits in the 
bar area of  the Holly Hill Inn, crown 
jewel of  her mini-empire of  food in 
the central Bluegrass region. The 
charming Greek Revival home, built 
about 1845, oozes Southern charm, 
from the shelves of  bourbon on the 
wall, to the immaculate foyer and 
the kitchen that could very well be 
Mom’s or Grandma’s.

Michel moved to New York after 
graduating from the University of  
Kentucky, but returned to Lexington 
in 1993 once she married her 
husband Chris Michel (pronounced 
“Michael”), whom she met at the 
Culinary Institute of  America on 
the first day of  school. “I originally 
just came back to Lexington to get 
married,” she said. “I moved down 
here to plan the wedding with my 
mom and I got home and I just didn’t 
want to go back to New York.”

After jumping around jobs in 
Lexington in the mid-1990s, Michel 
opened up her first restaurant with 
Joe and Elizabeth Coons: Emmett’s, 
on Tates Creek Road. Michel 
credits the restaurant, “a fantastic 
experience,” for teaching her about 

Southern cooking and traditional 
Bluegrass dishes. But the 350-
seat, fine-dining restaurant had its 
downsides, especially the stressful 80-
hour workweeks, and Michel always 
wanted something smaller.

Little to her knowledge, fate was 
on her side, and one conversation 
with just the right person led to the 
acquisition of  the centerpiece of  her 
culinary family.

Michel was giving a tour of  
Emmett’s to Midway food writer 
Bob Rouse one night and the two 
were wrapping up their interview. 
She recalls it this way:

“You must love this place, you’ll 
never leave it,” said Rouse.

“Well, I do love it,” said Michel. 
“But I’d only ever leave it for the 
Holly Hill Inn in Midway.”

“Well, I own that with my dad,” 
said Rouse.

“If  you ever want to sell it,” Michel 
replied, “call me.”

Unbeknown to her, Rouse and his 
family had started talking that week 
about how they needed to sell the 
Inn.  He eventually called, Michel 
and her husband came and looked at 
the property, and the rest was history.

Rouse confirmed Michel’s account. 
“I consider that the greatest thing 
I’ve ever done for this community,” 
he said. “They have been remarkable 
assets to the community.”

Owning and operating the Inn 
since 2001, the Michels have called 
Midway home ever since, living in a 
cottage on the same property.

Though she wanted something 
smaller than Emmett’s 13 years 
ago, Michel now owns four other 
restaurants in Central Kentucky: 
Wallace Station Deli and Bakery on 
Old Frankfort Pike, Midway School 
Bakery at the south edge of  town, 
and Windy Corner Market and 
Smithtown Seafood in Lexington. 
Adding to her tower of  hats, she 
is also the chef-in-residence at 
Woodford Reserve Distillery, which 
has a new visitors’ center.

But Holly Hill is still home, and 
it’s where her mission started. “I 
think every business needs a mission 
beyond the bottom line, she said. 
“Our mission is to express the culture 
of  Midway and of  Central Kentucky 
through its food and to move it 
forward, not just continuously 
expressing the past but saying this is 
what we can do here.”

Michel is a leader of  the farm-
to-table movement that has taken 
off in Central Kentucky and many 
other parts of  the nation. She is 
often asked to appear at culinary 
events around the state, and she is 
nationally recognized as a chef  and 
leader in the local-food movement. 
And that helps make a civic and 
business leader in Midway and the 
Bluegrass.

That status wasn’t something 
planned, she said, but something she 
needed as a person.

“It’s nothing I set out to accomplish. 
I didn’t wake up one night and say 
I want to be a community leader. 

I want to be a community leader 
because I want my community to 
be great,” said Michel.  “I don’t 
want to just brainlessly make grits 
every day. I want to see the beauty in 
those grits because they come from 
Weisenberger Mill. I want to share 
that with the people who come to 
Midway.”

Being a leader to Michel also 
means supporting her employees, 
which number around 100.

“I want to change my community 
from the ground up. I want to 
support the people and encourage 
the people that are working for me 
in my businesses instead of  always 
marching out front,” Michel said. 
“I want my young chefs to get more 
exposure. That is one reason I’ve 
tried to change my role. I’m not 
really the chef  anymore at the Holly 
Hill Inn. I have all these fabulous 
people who I want to push forward.”

Despite her rise in stature since 
her move to Midway, Michel doesn’t 
see herself  becoming a regional or 
national figure, because of  guidance 
from her stepfather, the late Robert 
Sexton, longtime executive director 
of  the statewide Prichard Committee 
for Academic Excellence.

“He was very influential in my life 
in terms of  focusing me away from 
chasing this national Food Network-
style fame,” said Michel. “It was 
more, ’Hey, I’m in Kentucky, I’m the 
Kentucky chef  and I want to be the 
best. I want to change the way we 
think about food in Kentucky. I want 
to impact it, I want to develop it, I 
want to be a part of  it. So Kentucky 
would always be my top priority 
because it’s my community.”

Pictures, awards and newspaper 
clips adorn the walls of  the bar at 
Holly Hill. But outside of  her five 
James Beard Foundation nominations 
for best chef  in the Southeast, there 
seem to be three constant words: 
local, community, and leader.

“I moved back to Kentucky to feed 
a community,” Michel said. She’s 
done that and much more from her 
base on North  Winter Street. She’s 
changed the landscape of  food in the 
Bluegrass for the present and future.

Luckily for Midway and Central 
Kentucky, that chef  in Manhattan 
didn’t fire her all those years ago.
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Most citizens of  Midway know 
Tom Bozarth as the mayor who can 
often be seen strolling down Main 
Street, keeping in touch with citizens 
and businesses, and presiding over 
city council meetings, sometimes 
uncomfortably when controversies 
arise.

But some may not know that 
the mayor’s salary is only $100 
a month, and that Bozarth has 
another job, one in which he can 
approach heads of  state on the spur 
of  the moment, and one in which 
personal relations and trust are 
essential.

Bozarth is as a bloodstock agent, 
helping clients make purchasing, 
breeding and management 
decisions about Thoroughbreds.

In a place like the Bluegrass 
where horses and racing are a way 
of  life, many people make a living 
that have horses at the center of  it 
all. Bozarth said he has been a horse 
lover for 44 years and has always 
found ways to work with them.

He compared being a bloodstock 
agent to being a real-estate broker: 
“You’re going to buy a house, you 
get a Realtor; you’re going to get a 
horse, you get a bloodstock agent,” 
who makes sure the horse you’re 
buying is sound.

Bozarth’s agency, Arch 
Bloodstock, focuses mostly on 
matings and breedings, but does 
some work in racing stock. One 
horse he managed, Capo Bastogne, 
won the King’s Bishop Stakes at 
Saratoga, N.Y., a Grade I race, 

the highest level of  Thoroughbred 
stakes.

The Thoroughbred business 
is often based on personal 
relationships and confidentiality. 
Bozarth provided names of  clients 
who could be interviewed about 
his agency, but they could not be 
reached for comment.

Charles Nuckols of  Nuckols 
Farm, who has known Bozarth for 
many years and is familiar with his 
work in the horse industry, said, 
“I know people that have done 
business with him, and they say he 
does a good job.”

Nuckols suggested that Bozarth’s 
unassuming personality is an 
asset for him. “He’s been pretty 
successful even though he likes 
to keep it low key,” Nuckols said. 
“He steps up to the plate when he 
needs to, and now that he won’t be 
the mayor soon, he will be able to 
spend more time working with his 
business.”

As in most other jobs, Bozarth 
had to get experience and work his 
way up to being an agent.

Bozarth said he worked at 
Dearborn Farm, now known 
as the Vinery, for 13 years and 

The politics of being a bloodstock agent
By ERIN GRIGSON
University of  Kentucky School of  Journalism
and Telecommunications

“worked my way up the ladder.” 
He managed Parrish Hill Farm on 
the edge of  Midway, which had the 
1999 Derby winner, Charismatic. 
Later, he went back to the Vinery 
and managed the stallions there.

Now, after 12 years of  working 
for himself, Bozarth says he still 
enjoys what he does.

“You get to meet a lot of  nice 
people,” he said. “It’s a very good 
business. This is the only business 
in the world, I think, where you can 
go up to a head of  state or Fortune 
500 CEO and talk to them without 
an appointment. It’s been good to 
me … It’s just a pleasure and honor 
to be able to be around some of  the 
people.”

Bozarth said he travels “a fair 
amount,” in his work as an agent, 
going to Indiana twice a month. He 
said he also goes to Oklahoma and 
Florida to look at horses, visit clients 
and help them get good horses.

“You want to try to get the best 
you can,” he said. To do that, you 
might have to give up something.

“Sometimes you have to discount 
something to get it in the price 
range you want,” he said. “You 
can’t have all of  the ingredients. 
You want to have something that’s 
perfect for the price range and you 
have to give something up. You 
have to give up confirmation or the 
pedigree. It’s the same thing with a 
house. You have to give up location 
or size.”

Echoing the Rolling Stones, 
Bozarth said, “You can’t always get 
what you want… but you get what 
you need.”
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which would use most of  the 
additional state and local tax 
revenue from redevelopment 
to fund $30.7 million in public 
infrastructure, including parking 
lots, roads, sidewalks and utilities.  

Development of  the property 
could encourage local residents 
to seek employment closer to 
home by providing more job 
opportunities.  Many Midway 
residents commute to work in 
Lexington, Frankfort, Georgetown 
or Versailles.  If  Midway Station 
is developed, more locals be able 
to stay in town for work, and the 
population of  the city could spike 
with the attraction of  new job 
opportunities.

Not everyone in Midway 
welcomes the idea of  such a 
boom.  One issue with the 
development could be difficulty in 
maintaining Midway’s quaint and 
historic atmosphere. 

“I’m not opposed to change, 

but if  we take this development 
to the extreme we would destroy 
what we have worked so hard to 
preserve,” said Owens. 

Turner and Vandegrift said 
at the Oct. 2 candidates’ forum 
that they would run an inclusive 
administration.

Asked what they hoped to 
be able to say after one term 
that would earn them a second, 
Vandegrift said he would want 
citizens to say “I felt like I had a 
voice, I felt like I had a seat at the 
table.”

Turner said she would want 
citizens to see that she had brought 
efficiencies, the right policies and 
procedures, and better services. 
She added, “It’s important to feel 
you’ve had a say.”

Both candidates are against 
the proposed Versailles-Midway-
Woodford County government 

Turner says she does not want 
Midway to lose its identity. 

MAYOR’S RACE continued from Page 1

Amid yet another decrease 
in enrollment, Midway College 
announced last Thursday that 
it had a balanced budget for the 
fiscal year 2013-2014 and said it 
is likely to stay that way.

The school experienced an 18 
percent decrease in enrollment 
from 2012 to 2013, and said 
in a press release that it had 
declined this fall to 1,140 students 
from 1,362, a drop of  nearly 17 
percent. The loss was entirely in 
the what the press release called 
the nationally declining “non-
traditional market” for students 
over age 24, or the college’s 
coeducational programs. The 
Women’s College enrollment 
went up by two students, to 294.

“Enrollments are of  course a 
significant part of  looking at the 

vitality of  an institution. However 
they do not, and cannot, tell the 
entire picture,” college President 
John P. Marsden said in a press 
release. He said “fundraising, 
budgeting, managing expenses 
and sound business practices all 
impact the bottom line,” and the 
college is likely to have a balanced 
budget in the current fiscal year.

Marsden said in the release that 
he was unaware of  the budget 
issues when he was hired in 
February 2013. “I was incorrectly 
told there would be a balanced 
budget,” he said. “Once on 
campus, I discovered significant 
budget issues and we immediately 
took action.”

To balance the budget, Marsden 
and college trustees were faced 
with a number of  difficult 
decisions. Perhaps the toughest 

was the release of  14 faculty 
members and 16 staffers in the 
fall of  2013, as well as suspending 
contributions to faculty retirement 
accounts. According to Marsden, 
a balanced budget would not 
have been possible without these 
changes.

Seven of  the former faculty 
members, all from the School of  
Business, filed a lawsuit against 
the college alleging breach of  
contract and age discrimination. 
The suit claim the terminations 
failed to consider seniority, special 
skills and job performance, as 
well as failing to involve the 
former faculty members in any 
discussions about the supposed 
financial hardships. The case is 
pending.

The press release focused on 
the positive developments that 
helped the college climb out of  its 
deficit of  $1.8 million, such as the 
partnership with a Panamanian 

Midway College budget in repair 
despite declining enrollment government agency that will send 

the college 26 students per year 
for a college readiness program at 
full tuition.

Other changes use to balance 
the budget included outsourcing 
dining and physical-plant services, 
creating a new tuition payment 
process, improving collections, 
suspending the match for 
employee retirement funds, and 
greater fundraising efforts. It said 
fundraising other than estate gifts 
was up 60 percent in the recently 
ended fiscal year.

The release made nothing more 
than a footnote of  the reason the 
college ran into trouble in the first 
place. It said the 2012-13 fiscal 
year “was a year of  recovery from 
substantial losses for Midway 
College from discontinued 
pursuit of  a School of  Pharmacy 
and misaligned spending during 
periods of  declining enrollment.”

“Versailles and Woodford County 
could merge if  they wanted to 
and leave us out of  it,” she said. 
“They can’t force us into it, but 
we obviously have to be able to 
self-sustain if  that happen. I think 
we’ve done that a lot, anyway.” 

Vandegrift said at the forum 

By Midway Messenger Staff

that with countywide merger, 
“We would lose our voice as a city. 
We’re a small city but we have a 
big name. We would probably go 
from having eight representatives 
to having two, maybe three at 
best.”

Printing of this edition
of the Midway Messenger

is sponsored by 
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TIF continued from Page 1

local government . . . to 
reimburse the developer 
for the cost of  the public 
infrastructure,” using 
up to 80 percent of  the 
incremental tax revenue 
generated by the project 
(except school and special-
district taxes), Harris 
explained.

 “You have to spend 
the money to actually 
received the funds back 
from the state, and they 
only come back as the 
taxes are created,” Harris 
said. “As soon as the set 
infrastructure amount 
is paid for, the program 
ends. . . . The maximum 
it can take is 20 years.” 
Anderson has said full 
development of  Midway 

Station may take that long.
 Anderson appears to have 

secured financing for the project, 
pending state approval of  the TIF 
for it. “From the time the state 
approves your application you do 
have four years to start,” Harris 
said.

 He said the report presumes 
that Woodford County will 
participated in the Midway 
project, just as it participated with 
Versailles in TIF that is being used 
for the new Kroger and associated 
development. He said the state will 
want to see some support from the 
county, thought it is not required, 
and both governments would pass 
a local participation agreement 
saying they will participate at a 
certain level before applying for 
state approval.

 Anderson’s plan calls for 221 
singe-family homes and 139 
“townhome units.” Council 
Member Grayson Vandegrift, 
a candidate for mayor, asked 
Harris, “What if  we didn’t want 
that many homes built in that 
amount of  time?”

 Harris said a specific number 
can be part of  the agreement with 
developer, but his associate, Casey 
Bolton, said “This is a 20-year 
build-out, so you’re only talking 
about 11 homes a year.”

 The plan calls for 100,000 
square feet of  space for retail 
shops and restaurants, 183,000 
square feet of  leasable office 
space and 400,000 square feet of  
industrial space.

 Among other business at the 
meeting, the council approved a 
bid for replacing the firehouse roof  
and enacted a revised ordinance 
dealing with encroachments onto 
city property.

Previously existing industrial 
zone is in purple. Area that 
has been rezoned back to 
industrial is yellow, green and 
beige outlined in purple. Area 
recommended for rezoning as 
industrial is white outlined in 
purple.


