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Versailles 
Bypass 
taken from 
road plan
By Midway Messenger Staff
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

Gov. Matt Bevin’s proposed road 
plan does not include the contro-
versial Versailles bypass, pleasing 
interests in Midway that feared it 
would bring much more truck traffic 
to the town and Midway Road.

Midway Mayor Grayson Vande-
grift said he didn’t know why Bevin 
dropped the $40 million project, but 
speculated that it stems from its cost 
and Bevin’s Republican politics, “the 
sort of tea-party aspect of it. He’s 
sort of trying to cut anywhere he can 
cut.”

Bevin has called for a 9 percent 
cut in most General Fund agencies. 
The Road Fund is separately funded, 
but its main source of revenue, mo-
tor-fuels taxes, has been declining 
along with gas prices, and the road 
plan has more projects than can be 

Continued to next page Continued on page 3

Factory offers hope for more, but 
Station financing plan must change
By Andrea Richard, Adrian Rudd and Casey Parker-Bell
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media

The coming of an auto-parts factory to Midway 
Station is a game-changer for the city, Mayor Grayson 
Vandegrift says.

American Howa Kentucky Inc.’s decision to build a 
plant in Midway means that more factories and perhaps 
a hotel will follow, now that AHK has demonstrated 
confidence in the property, Vandegrift told the Midway 
Messenger.

“If we bring in four to five industries over the next 

however many years, and each of them gets up to 100, 
200, maybe 250 employees, it’s a total game-changer 
for the city of Midway,” Vandegrift said. “It will change 
everything about the way we’re able to improve services 
and what we can add to our city.”

“In Midway, you count every nine jobs you can get,” 
Vandegrift said with a laugh. “The one thing we really 
lack in Midway is jobs.” He said the factory will be the 
city’s largest employer after Midway University, which 
has about 100 employees, and that will boost the city’s 

Construction equipment was in place to begin work on the American Howa Kentucky auto-parts plant in early February.
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Bypass route will still 
be set soon, state says
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budget.

The city’s occupational tax is 2 
percent. With the average auto-man-
ufacturing employee making about 
$22 an hour, the city estimates it will 
collect an additional $57,658 a year.

AHK, a Japanese company based 
in Bowling Green, makes interior 
parts for the Toyota Camry, which 
is made in Georgetown. It bought 
15 acres from the Woodford County 
Economic Development Authority, 
which also owns Midway Station, 
with an option to purchase five more 
for expansion.

The property is part of a 38-acre, 
industrially zoned tract on the east 
side of Georgetown Road (KY 341) 
next to the industrially zoned part 
of Midway Station. The land was 
formerly a part of the 215-acre prop-
erty known as the Homeplace Farm 
owned by the Roach family.

The city and county created Mid-
way Station in the 1990s but were 
burdened with paying off the bond 
issue used to buy and develop the 
property after it saw little develop-
ment. EDA and the city struck a deal 

to transform most of the property 
into a residential and commercial 
area, but that deal was struck as 
the Great Recession began, and the 
developer did not exercise his option 
to buy the property. However, he 
agreed to pay the interest on the 
bonds to maintain his option.

As the economy improved and 
industrial prospects surfaced, EDA 
had the rear 80 acres of the property 
zoned back to industrial and op-
tioned the Roach property. Now that 
one factory has come to it, officials 
expect it will help attract others to 
Midway Station.

“No one ever wants to be the first 
one through the door,” Vandegrift 
said. “Once someone sees industry 
in there, they kind of tend to figure, 
‘Well, they did their homework. 
Must be good land, must be a good 
prospect here. Maybe we will relo-
cate there too.’”

Vandegrift said the city’s strate-
gy is to bring in about five similar 
sized industries to the area, and he is 
excited about the prospects.

“I think everybody was start-
ing to believe it was never going to 

happen,” he said. “But now that it’s 
happening I think it’s going to snow-
ball in the right direction.”

The person who could be most 
responsible for bringing new busi-
ness to Midway is Lexington devel-
oper Dennis Anderson, who has the 
option to buy Midway Station and 
has the Green Gables retail develop-
ment across Interstate 64 from it.

Anderson says he has been in 
discussions with multiple prospects, 
including retail, medical and bio-
tech businesses, but they are waiting 
on approval of the tax-increment 
financing district for the property.

A TIF district would allow Mid-
way Station’s redevelopment costs to 
be subsidized with tax revenue from 
the development. That plan is being 
amended to suit state officials.

Tax-increment financing would 
pay for the public areas of the de-
velopment – $31 million worth of 
streets, sidewalks, parking lots and 
utilities – by using 80 percent of 
the increased tax revenue from the 
development.

Vandegrift said Dec. 7 that the 
TIF ordinance, approved by the 

council last December and the 
Woodford County Fiscal Court in 
August, will need to apply only to 
property taxes and not occupational 
taxes, or payroll taxes because the 
property doesn’t meet all the state 
definitions of “blighted” property.  
He, Anderson and County Judge-Ex-
ecutive John Coyle are negotiaing 
those details, he said Feb. 9.

Anderson says he wants to build 
a community in Midway but said, “I 
never dreamed it would be this long, 
this difficult and this expensive.”

Last fall, a Subway opened in 
Green Gables, where Anderson says 
“We saved one site and anticipated 
getting a hotel.”

Vandegrift said the new factory 
would “absolutely” make the arrival 
of a hotel more likely. EDA Chair 
John Soper believes the factory was 
“the missing piece” to generate inter-
est from a hotel company.

Soper said a hotel operator 
looked at Green Gables and decided 
not to move on the property, but 
that was before the announcement 
of the factory, which has made him 
and Vandegrift optimistic.

built in its six-year span, Vandegrift 
noted.

Also, he said, “They probably 
were aware it was a controversial 
project.” Bill Marshall, a leading 
Republican in Midway who knows 
Bevin, said he had not spoken to the 
governor about the project. County 
Republican Chair Bobby Gaffney, 
who ran for county-executive judge 
in 2014, could not be reached for 
comment.

Versailles Mayor Brian Traugott, 
who works for Democratic House 
Speaker Greg Stumbo and is a 
major promoter of the bypass, said 
he didn’t know, either, but also said 
the move seemed political, aimed at 
a county that is represented in the 
General Assembly by Democrats.

“I can’t imagine that the governor 
has any real public-policy opinion 
on that road one way or the other,” 
Traugott said. “He obviously doesn’t 
know the local politics. It’s not a real 
party-line issue.”

Asked if he thought his legisla-
tive job influenced the decision, he 
said, “I can’t imagine that that would 
help, but I would expect more out of 
a governor. The speaker and I have 
never discussed the road. I believe 

it was purely political, but I don’t 
think it was geared toward me or the 
speaker or my role there. He prob-
ably thinks we’ve elected the wrong 
people to represent us.”

State Rep. James Kay, a Democrat 
from Versailles, told The Woodford 
Sun, “My priorities . . . never includ-
ed the bypass. I obviously under-
stand the traffic concerns, I under-
stand the future when you look at 
ut, but there was never an effort on 
my part to get funds for the bypass, 
particularly considering everyone 
knew they wouldn’t be there.”

The road, officially known as the 
Northwest Versailles Mobility Cor-
ridor, is designed to relieve traffic 
congestion in downtown Versailles. 
It would extend Falling Springs Bou-
levard, which begins at KY 33 near 
the Bluegrass Parkway, to Frankfort 
Road (US 60).

Vandegrift said Bevin’s move 
doesn’t necessarily kill the project, 
and Traugott said he considers it a 
delay, not a cancellation. He said he 
will try to get the legislature to add 
planning money for the project in 
the latter part of the plan “to keep 
the discussion alive.” The plan had 
included $2 million for final design 
of the road.

The Transportation Cabinet has 

identified three possible routes, 
one of which would feed directly 
into Midway Road (US 62), which 
trucks could use to reach Interstate 
64 eastbound and Interstate 75. The 
other possible routes would inter-
sect Frankfort Road short distances 
either way from its intersection with 
Midway Road.

Robert Sprague, the Transporta-
tion Cabinet engineer supervising 

the project, was not able to provide 
a reason why the bypass was left 
out of the road plan. He did tell the 
Midway Messenger that the cabinet 
still plans to recommend a route for 
the bypass some time this month, as 
previously scheduled. 

Told that, Traugott said, “I’m glad 
to see that they’re moving forward 
with that due-diligence part of it.”

Continued from first page By Aayat Ali
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

The R.J. Corman Railroad Group 
has received a grant to house the 
“Old Smokey” steam engine in the 
Midway Historic District where cit-
izens and visitors can see it and the 
Corman caboose already in the city.

CSX Railroad owns the track that 
runs through Midway, so a building 

to house the engine and caboose 
would have to be built off CSX prop-
erty to avoid issues with CSX, Mayor 
Grayson Vandegrift told the city 
council at its meeting Feb. 1.

The plan is to put the engine 
on the United Bank lot where the 
caboose already resides.  “We still 
have to get approval from the bank,” 
Vandegrift said.

Vandegrift said the engine itself 

doesn’t qualify for the historic-ori-
ented grant because it was built in 
1987, but a building in the Midway 
Historic District does qualify.

Vandegrift revealed that the 
state Transportation Cabinet has 
approved a grant of $193,000 to help 
build the 125-foot-long facility, with 
a total cost of about $241,000, all 
covered by Corman.

Vandegrift said the project is a 

great opportunity for Midway, the 
first town in Kentucky to be estab-
lished by a railroad, which was the 
state’s first rail line. That was in 1833; 
the city was formed in 1846.

Factory offers more hope for hotel in Midway

Midway would get a smaller version of  
Corman’s barn in Lexington.

Old Smokey coming?
 Steam engine would make Midway even more of a railroad town
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Council to develop policy, plan for sidewalks
 Downtown disrepair and public saftety are points of emphasis from Mayor Vandergrift

By Casey Parker-Bell
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

Soon you might not have to look 
down when walking the streets of 
Midway.

Mayor Grayson Vandegrift has 
appointed a committee to develop 
a comprehensive plan to improve 
the sidewalks of Midway. “We have 
an issue with sidewalks of disrepair 
downtown,” Vandegrift said.

City law makes landowners 
responsible for the upkeep of side-
walks on their property. “Obviously, 
I think we all agree waiting for own-
ers of these sidewalks is probably 
going to be a futile effort,” Vandegrift 
said. But the mayor said he wants 
to work with homeowners and not 
force them to fix broken sidewalks.

“Instead of approaching this as 
‘We’re coming to get you, you’re 
going to fix your sidewalks,’ we 
need to approach this as ‘You have a 
sidewalk that is in disrepair; it is in 
the city’s best interest to get it fixed’,” 
Vandegrift said.

Vandegrift appointed Council 
Members Kaye Nita Gallagher and 
Steven Craig to the sidewalk com-
mittee. He said the issue should have 
been addressed “yesterday.”

Part of the city’s concern with 
bad sidewalks is the city’s liability if 
someone is injured, Vandegrift said, 
calling it “a public safety issue.” Even 
though landowners are responsible 
for the upkeep of sidewalks, the city 
is liable if anyone is hurt because of 
problems with the pathways.

Vandegrift said in an interview 
that he knows of two cases of people 
tripping and hurting themselves on 
cracked sidewalks. “Luckily no one 
has sued or anything yet,” he said. 

“The big one was about two years 
ago; a lady tripped and fell, and 
busted her face open pretty good.”

After that incident, the city paint-
ed yellow stripes on all of the trip 
hazards around town. “But all that 
does is make it more discernable to 
the eye,” Vandegrift said. “It’s not a 

long-term solution.”
Vandegrift said he has heard 

complaints from citizens about the 
condition of the sidewalks, from 
parents with small children to the 
members of a local Girl Scout troop 
who wrote him a letter about the 
sidewalks on Winter Srteet near the 

post office.
A comprehensive sidewalk plan is 

needed because of the city is limited 
in the ways it can improve sidewalk 
conditions, Vandegrift said. “Cur-
rently our only recourse is to put a 
lien on the property, and it’s just not 
effective,” Vandegrift said. “There are 
a lot of people who would never sell 
their properties,” which a lien would 
prevent.

The mayor said has heard of ideas 
like cost sharing between property 
owners and the city to fix sidewalks. 
“I do suspect we will have to offer 
something like that to engage people 
to go ahead and fix them.”

Council Member Bruce South-
worth, chair of the sidewalk com-
mittee,  said he wants an approach 
where homeowners and the city can 
share burden. 

Kenny Smith, president of the 
Midway Merchants Association, said 
he hopes that the city is successful 
improving the sidewalks. “If it makes 
the town more likeable, then it helps 
the whole town,” he said. Smith said 
he didn’t believe that the quality of 
sidewalks in residential neighbor-
hoods necessarily affects shoppers 
from out of town, but he wants to 
make the city better as a whole.

Council Member Sara Hicks 
suggested that sidewalk repairs be 
coordinated with sewer repairs that 
the city plans to do when it has 
the money. “If we’re gonna tear up 
sidewalks it seems to me, in terms 
of efficiency, if we needed to do 
anything on the sewers that would 
be the time, because we’d be torn up 
already.”

Meetings of the sidewalk com-
mittee, and all council committees, 
are open to the public.

The sidewalk at 122 W. Main St. is in bad shape. (Photo credit Casey Parker-Bell)

Photos by Adrian Rudd, 
Story by Midway Messenger Staff
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

Midway’s population more than 
doubled Sunday, Oct. 11, as nearly 
1,400 runners and probably even 
more companions came to the area 
for the Sixth Annual Iron Horse 
Marathon.

Organizers of the race estimated 
that for every two runners, three 
more people attended, making the 
estimated total crowd about 3,500.

The race is organized by John’s 
Run/Walk Shop of Lexington. It 
makes a major donation to the 
Woodford Humane Society, which 
provides most of the volunteers who 
help along the route, and smaller 
donations to the Shop With a Cop 
program, the City of Midway and 
the Midway Ministerial Association.

Emily Frith of  Eastern Kentucky University
was the women’s overall winner, in 
1:23:10.40.

Runners show varied looks, from pain to pleasure, on Weisenberger Mill Road, the last leg of  the race.

At the finish line on Brand Street, Jarred Brewster finished first in the 20-24 group and fifth 
overall.

Overall winner Alex Payne, 27, after 
the race. His time was 1:17:49.61. 
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41st festival draws 15,000 people to Midway  

Wombles writes a novel, Under the Flagpole, 
about people in his native Eastern Kentucky
By Kayla Loy
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

You can usually find Henry 
Wombles helping his son, Mark 
Wombles, run the Heirloom restau-
rant in Midway, especially since 
Mark opened a restaurant in Lexing-
ton. But while running a restaurant, 
Wombles recently finished a novel.

Under the Flagpole focuses on 
people in Eastern Kentucky who 
have never been outside the area or 
lived anywhere except the moun-
tains.

Wombles said they are smart 
people but haven’t traveled a lot. 
The protagonist of the book, Miles 
Hudson, lies about his age to join 
the military at 16. “I thought it was a 
story that never been told that really 
needed to be told,” he said.

As a younger man, Hudson 
develops a fever that reaches 103 
degrees. His mother doesn’t want to 
take him to the hospital so she tells 
Hudson’s 17-year-old sister, Evaline, 
to go get Silver Eyed Jane to heal 
him with her magical powers:

“Scared and confused, Evaline 
lashed out. “I’ll tell you something, 
Miss Silver-Eyed Jane! I never 
wanted to come up here on your 
mountain in the first place, but my 
momma sent me here!”

Hudson goes through hardships 
and wants to do something more 
than only being a coal miner. He 
tries to find himself.

Wombles, 76, said he wrote the 
book because he is from Eastern 
Kentucky: Hazard, where his father 
owned coal mines. He said he always 
wanted to write a book about the 

region.  “I grew up in that area and 
knew all the people,” he said.

Those people in Wombles’ gener-
ation were very patriotic during the 
World War II years. “It was a differ-
ent experience for them” to go to 
war, Wombles said, because the life 
they lived in Eastern Kentucky was 
different from the rest of the world.

During this time, people in East-
ern Kentucky had movies and radio, 
but no television. The only thing 
they saw from the outside world was 
what they saw on the movie screen. 

In Hazard, there were two theaters.
“Everyone in the mountains 

loved going to the movies, especial-
ly the cowboy movies,” Wombles 
said. Many of them “never thought 
they would ever see anything except 
mountains.”

Wombles said he started on the 
book two or three times due to the 
deaths of his parents.

It took him about four years to 
write it. Finishing it was a “weight 
off my shoulders,” he said.

Wombles describes the self-pub-

lished book as a “work of love” for 
the people he grew up with.

For several years after high 
school, Wombles worked for his 
father in the mines. After that, he 
found work in Hazard at an en-
gineering company, then with an 
engineering firm in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., that was restoring the home 
of Samuel Lerner, who owned the 
Lerner Shops.

“The home had a lot of history to 
it,” said Wombles, indicating Ernest 
Hemingway wrote many of his sto-
ries in that house.

The project lasted about three 
years. Wombles said it was a great 
experience for a man in his early 
20s, and he hopes to go back to 
Bimini this summer.

When Wombles left Bimini, he 
moved to Winter Park, Fla., just 
outside Orlando. He lived there 
for about five years, working at a 
one-hour cleaners, but his father 
kept asking him to come back to 
Kentucky to help him work in the 
mines. Wombles did come back, but 
to Lexington, and traveled back and 
forth to work in the mountains.

When the coal business slowed 
down, Wombles got a job in sin-
gle-copy sales at the Lexington 
Herald-Leader, where he made and 
directed training films for new em-
ployees. He retired from the newspa-
per at age 63.

Wombles held a few other jobs, 
then retired to his small farm on the 
Woodford- Fayette county line. 

“I just wanted to live out in the 
country. I like country living,” he 
said. “I’ve been there now close to 30 
years.”

Henry Wombles signs books outside Heirloom Sept. 20

By Dimitri Silva
University of Kentucky School of Journalism 
and Media

Residents and visitors alike 
flocked to town to see the attrac-
tions, eat some good food and enjoy 
the atmosphere at the Midway Fall 
Festival Saturday and Sunday. The 
sun was out and the crowd was, too, 
as the 90 merchant tents and 80 arts 
and crafts booths were packed full of 
customers and curious observers.

“We’ve been coming for years,” 
said Carol Kane, a Versailles resident 
who has long attended the festival 
with her husband. Her favorite items 
to buy each year are the hand-woven 
baskets. “We have a house full of 
them and all our relatives have them 
as well, great Christmas shopping,” 
she said with a smile.

Dick is partial to the clothing 
from Crittenden Clothes, Midway’s 
esteemed tailor and clothing design-
er. “My favorite thing is the men’s 
shop that has all their items and stuff 
on sale once a year,” he said. Like-
wise, the couple enjoys the “steam 
engine” used to skin corn and the 
lively festival atmosphere as a whole.

This year’s festival had several 
new foods and products to offer 
visitors. Lawrenceburg resident Amy 
Osbourne and her family visited 
the festival for the first time this 
year after seeing promotion for it on 
Facebook.

“I love Midway,” Osbourne said. 
“My husband and I visit this town 
quite frequently and I’ve been want-

ing to visit the festival.” Asked what 
she was excited to see, Osbourne 
said, “I really enjoy visiting the an-
tique booths and local shops.”

Joseph Hawkins of Lexing-
ton-based Black Barn Woodworks 
spent his day selling rather than 
buying. Hawkins crafts custom, 
high-quality wooden utensils and 
household items that were on dis-
play in his booth.

“I started woodworking like two-
and-a-half years ago after building 
something for [his girlfriend] off 
Pintrest and it has just snowballed 
from there,” he said. His items 
included cutting boards, bowls and 
custom-made wooden bow ties.

After walking around in the hot 

sun many people found themselves 
hungry. Fortunately, there were 
many food vendors

Like all festival food booths, Thai 
& Mighty had a cure for that hun-
ger. Based in Lexington, Thai and 
Mighty Noodle Bowls’ booth was a 
popular destination.

It was the restaurant’s first time 
at the festival, sponsored by the 
Midway Merchants Association. 
“There was no way we could not be 
here,” said Seneca Holden, one of 
the managers.

The balmy weather made this 
year’s festival feel like summer. 
Music, meals and handmade goods 
were in abundance as Midway wel-
comed in the fall season with style.

The crowd was estimated at about 15,000: more than 8,000 Saturday, more than 6,500 Sunday. (Photo by Dimitri Silva)

A man on stilts entertained. 
(Photo by Dimitri Silva)
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Weisenbergers mark a milling 
milestone: 150 years in business

Story and photos by Jamilyn Hall
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Communication

On the bank of South Elkhorn 
Creek near Midway stands Weisen-
berger Mill, where the family is 
celebrating 150 years in business 
at the same location. The mill has 
passed through six generations and 
continues to create a local product 
with wide reach.

Founder August Weisenberg-
er, an immigrant from Germany, 
bought an earlier mill at the site and 
began milling corn and wheat into 
flour in 1865, by using the water 
from the creek to power the mill.

“We have been open for 150 
years, since 1865. We still grind 
things the same way that we did in 
1913,” when the current mill was 
built, said Philip Weisenberger, 
manager and son of owner Mac 
Weisenberger. 

Weisenberger displays cornmeal immediately after grinding.

Weisenberger is a small company 
with a large reach, making about 
85 percent of its sales wholesale, 
Weisenberger said.

The mill sells to companies 
like Miguel’s Pizzeria in Slade, Ky., 
and companies in Lexington. “We 
sell to these distributors that go to 
restaurants,” Weisenberger said. 
“We haven’t sold to Keeneland, but I 
would say our products are sold to a 
food service company that services 
Keeneland.”

When the Breeders’ Cup came to 
Lexington, the family company saw 
increase in business. “I have noticed 
an increase in people stopping by 
here in the last week,” Weisenberger 
said that week.  “There’s a lot more 
people in town looking for culture 
and things to see.”

The mill is a way to consume 
local products. The grains are Ken-
tucky grown, and the mill has a wide 

Above bottles of  the mill’s grains and their basic grinds are portraits of  Gus Weisenberger, 
Phil’s great-grandfather, and Phil Weisenberger, his grandfather, who died in 2008.

variety of products, such as muffin 
mix, pizza crust mix and seasoning 
flour.

“I have seen an increase in the 
awareness and the desire to buy 
local, and local foods, in the last five 
years,” Weisenberger said. “That has 
really helped us in some ways to 
increase awareness of local foods. 
All of our grain here is grown in 
Kentucky, it’s non-GMO [genetically 
modified organisms]. So it really is 
local food in every sense of the way.”

The Weisenbergers and their 
three employees look to extend their 
reach, at trade shows.

“The Incredible Food Show was 
this past weekend, this was our 
seventh year,” said Phil. “It’s a local 
food event in downtown Lexington. 
It caters to a lot of foodies and other 
people that like to cook at home.”

Phil Weisenberger is the sixth-generation manager of  his family’s mill on South Elkhorn CreekWeisenberger said the compa-
ny donates to various local chari-
ties throughout the year giving to 
schools for charity auctions, the 
Lions Club, Shriners, Goodwill, 
churches and other ways to give 
back to Woodford and Scott coun-
ties. The mill is in Scott, but the 
creek is the county line and the 
Weisenbergers are more identified 
with Woodford – and with Midway.

The mill’s power source has been 
one of its few changes since 1865. 
“You can’t rely on the water,” because 
the creek level varies, Weisenberger 
said. “In the 1930s they put in diesel 
power to run the mill and then after 
that they put in electricity.”

The mill continues to use creek 

water, but “to turn turbines, and 
then it turns an electric generator 
and makes electricity,” Weisenberg-
er said loudly over the roar of the 
machines. “We use electricity to run 
the mill, but we use the generator 
to generate electricity to offset the 
costs.”

Another thing that has changed is 
the technology for dealing with cus-
tomers. “We interact with customers 
with email and Internet sales, that 
has changed,” said Weisenberger.

But in 150 years of business the 
Weisenbergers haven’t seen much 
change. “We still grind the corn and 
we still grind the wheat essentially 
the same way,” Weisenberger said.

“One thing that used to drive me 

crazy as a kid was, nothing changed 
out here; it was always the same. 
There’s something to be said about 

finding something you do good and 
sticking to it, that’s what we do.”

About 15 percent of  the mill’s business is 
retail.

Sacks of  flour are prepared for shipping at the mill’s loading dock.
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By Midway Messenger Staff
Seven people are running for the 

six seats on the Midway City Coun-
cil, but the council will have at least 
one new face because Dan Roller did 
not join the other council members 
in filing for re-election.

The non-incumbents running 
are John McDaniel, who entered on 
the Jan. 26 filing deadline, and Steve 
Simoff, who filed the week before, as 
did incumbents Steven Craig, Sarah 
Hicks, Bruce Southworth, Libby 
Warfield and Kaye Nita Gallagher.

Because fewer than 13 candidates 
filed for the six council seats, there 
will be no primary election. The 
non-partisan election will be held 
Nov. 8.

Mayor Grayson Vandegrift is not 
up for re-election this year because 
mayors serve four-year terms. Coun-
cil members serve two-year terms. 
Roller told the Messenger that he is 
not running because three terms is 
long enough for him.

McDaniel, who lives in the 100 
block of West Stephens St., is well 

known in Midway as the local corre-
spondent for The Woodford Sun and 
a former police officer. Simoff, who 
lives in the 400 block of Merrywood 
Drive, is a racing steward and judge. 
Both are 66 years old.

McDaniel, on Jan. 12, was the last 
of 12 people to sign Simoff ’s nomi-
nating petition. The first signer, on 
Jan. 9, was Helen Rentch, followed 
by Judy and Crittenden Rawlings on 
Jan. 11.

McDaniel said in an interview 
that he had already decided to run 

when he signed Simoff ’s petition, 
and didn’t consider that a contradic-
tion because “There’s more than one 
seat.”

He said he is running because 
“I’ve got ideas [of running] for some 
other office, not mayor,” and wants 
to see how he can do. 

He declined to reveal his lon-
ger-range plan, but said, “I’ve 
probably been to more city coun-
cil meetings than all of them put 
together. I started going when I was 
10.” His father, John William Mc-

Daniel Jr, was Midway’s sole police 
officer for years.

McDaniel’s brother, Jim, was the 
first to sign his petition, followed by 
Amanda and Ken Glass.

Simoff said he and McDaniel are 
friends, and “I knew that he was 
going to run,” but that had nothing 
to do with asking him to sign the 
petition. “I think the people in the 
town respect him, and I respect 
him,” he said.

Simoff said he moved to Midway 
in the 1980s and recently opened 
Horse Country Cottage, a vacation 
rental, at 424 S. Winter St. 

He said he has wanted to be on 
a city council since he was a child 
in Orient, Iowa, population 400, 
and his father took him to council 
meetings.

Asked why he is running, Simoff 
said, “I don’t have any qualms with 
anybody who’s on” the council. “I 
just want to take my time as a public 
servant if the public wants me to 
serve.”

5 incumbents, 2 well-knowns vie for council

Council candidates McDaniel (left) and Simoff (right) have been frequent attendees at council 
meetings for many years.

Payroll tax, licenses and permits revenue was 40% over estimates
By Andrea Richard
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

The City of Midway saw big 
increases in its two main revenue 
sources in the last fiscal year, accord-
ing to an audit presented to the city 
council on Nov. 2.

The audit for the year ended June 
30 showed revenue from licenses 
and permits was 43 percent above 
budget, and occupational taxes were 
42 percent over budget.

The audit shows $194,720 was 
budgeted for licenses and permits, 
and the city took in $277,596. City 

Clerk-Treasurer Phyllis Hudson 
told the Messenger that the increase 
reflects larger-than-expected reve-
nue from alcohol licenses, business 
permits, insurance licenses and the 
Midway Fall Festival.

Hudson said the even larger 
dollar increase in the 2 percent 
occupational tax reflects new jobs 
at The Homeplace at Midway, the 
new senior-living community across 
from Midway University, and the 
McDonald’s in the Green Gables 
development in the southeast quad-

rant of the Interstate 64 interchange. 
Each employs about 45 people.

The occupational tax generated 
$396,618 in fiscal 2015, compared 
to a budget expectation of $280,000, 
a boost of $116,918. The city ended 
the year with a $567,000 cash bal-
ance, an increase of $338,183.

CPA Debbie Smith of the Mount-
joy Chilton Medley accounting firm 
presented the figures to the council.

Council member Sara Hicks 
asked Smith if the city’s “nice num-
bers” meant Midway was financially 

strong, or if the city wasn’t “taking 
care of business.”

Smith said most cities try to keep 
“three to four operating months of 
expenses as a rule of thumb.” Last 
year, the city’s expenses totaled 
about $788,000, but its revenues 
were about $1 million.

Smith told the council that they 
ended the year with $420,000 in 
CDs, giving them a strong cash and 
asset position.

Smith advised the city to update 
street-condition ratings. “You’re sup-
posed to every three years,” she said. 
“It’s been four or five.”

Council hears audit for 2014-15 fiscal year

Chili cook-offs are a hit

Christian Church Chili Cook-Off Winner 
Phil Burchell displays his chili label.

Nine chilis were offered for judging and eating. at the Baptist church’s cook-off.

There were plenty of  “fixins” to go with 
chili. at the Midway Christian cook-off

Story and photos by Tiffany 
Broughton and Amanda Colvin
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

Nothing brings people together 
like a good meal. Annual chili cook-
offs held by Midway Christian and 
Midway Baptist Church serve the 
community by encouraging a sense 
of togetherness. 

The Midway Christian Church’s 
annual chili cook-off, part of the 
church’s monthly free dinner for the 
community, was held Jan. 25.

This year’s cook-off, held after a 
cold, wintry weekend, brought out 
17 of Midway’s best pots of chili and 
a crowd of about 70 people.

Not all were from Midway, such 
as Judy Jones of Lexington. “I haven’t 
been in a couple months because I 
went back to Chicago,” she said, “but 

I have been coming out to Midway 
for decades.”

The room was full of laughter and 
full bellies waiting for the decision of 
the judges: Mayor Grayson Van-
degrift and City Council Members 
Bruce Southworth and Kaye Nita 
Gallagher. They sampled each of the 
recipes and tallied up the scores to 
pick their winner.

The winner was Phil Burchell 
with his “Old Lions Club” specialty. 
Second place went to Gloria Batts 
and third went to Sharon Burchell, 
wife of the winner. The judges 
gave an honorable mention to Bart 
Shockley for his super spicy recipe.

“It’s always a lot of fun,” said Van-
degrift. “How often can you say you 
ate 17 different chilis in one night 
and lived to tell the tale.”

The community dinners are held 
on the last Monday of each month. 
Not only do these events bring out a 
crowd, they are backed by a commu-
nity effort.

“A lot of the food is donated and 
some people make donations to the 
community dinner account,” said 
chef Ouita Michel. “Sometimes we 
have fresh vegetables from the com-
munity garden.”

The community dinner has be-
come a tradition for those who can 
attend. For shut-ins, meal deliveries 
are available. If you or someone you 
know is in need of a warm meal 
delivered to their front door you can 
call the church at 846-4102.

“The Chili Cook-off is always 
the most fun dinner to come to,” 
Vandegrift said, “and everyone kind 
of looks forward to the cook-off in 
January.”

Midway Baptist Church held its 
Halloween-themed chili cook-off on 

Oct. 25.
“For us, it’s a great outreach 

event and just a chance to invite the 
community in…just a fun time of 
fellowship,” said cook-off coordina-
tor Andrea Ball.

The event brought in 125 adults 
and 40 children.  While the adults 
were eager to taste the chili, the kids 
seemed more interested in showing 
off their Halloween costumes.

Nine chili recipes were up for 
judging.  The judges were selected 
by age to represent each generation, 
with one judge a child, one an adult, 
and one an elder member of the 
church.

The winner was Darin Hens-
ley with “Chili w/Beans,” followed 
by Kenny Tackett’s “Better Than 
Darin’s” and Megan Price’s “Cooper 
Chili.”

Though the cook-off was con-
sidered a competition, the sense of 
community and fellowship were the 
leading factors of the evening.

“A lot of good chili, a lot of good 
flavors, a lot of good meat, a lot of 
good sauces,” judge Michael Webster 
said. “It was difficult to pick out the 

one that was the best.”
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Renaissance bouncing back
By Tiffany Broughton
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and 
Media

Midway Renaissance has come through con-
flict and a two-year lull but the civic group “is 
alive and well,” President Jim Wombles said at its 
annual membership meeting Monday night.

The organization has money in the bank, 
regular committee meetings, ideas for 2016 and 
a new contract with Midway University for their 
Francisco’s Farm Art Festival to stay on campus 
through May 2019.

In 2011, the festival was relocated to Equus 
Run Vineyeards, which displeased merchants 
because it would reduce business during that 
weekend. This was a result of Midway Universi-
ty’s previous administration declining to sign a 
long-term contract in 2008. That came on top of 
conflict with the previous city administration.

The festival returned to the campus in 2014 
and will be held on May 21 and 22 this year.  
Under the new contract, Renaissance will pay the 
university $5,000 annually and keep the rest of the 
proceeds from the event.

Renaissance Treasurer Leslie Penn report-
ed that the festival account has $13,971.72, the 
general account $5,934.69 and the GreenSpace 
account $3,255.14.

Volunteers will be needed to make the festival 
a success, Wombles said. The festival committee 
meets the first Wednesday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at the university’s Anne 
Hart Raymond Center. The 
Renaissance board meets 
there at 7 p.m. on second 
Wednesdays.

Wombles announced 
that Renaissance is now el-
igible for federal contracts and grants, and board 
members have $1 million in liability insurance.

He said that when the group met last year on 
March 30, it had not filed taxes in two years and 
risked losing its federal tax exemption. The mem-
bers elected a board and formed committees that 
have been meeting regularly. Wombles thanked 

Penn for her help on the tax exemption, which he 
said “was not easy.”

The Renaissance board is looking to form oth-
er committees and ways of fundraising to contin-
ue to make the festival and its GreenSpace efforts 
successes.

Wombles said he board would like to add four 
members so not all members’ three-year terms 
expire at the same time. After three members 
declined nomination, Katie Vandegrift accepted 

and was elected. She is the 
wife of Mayor Grayson 
Vandegrift.

Besides her, Penn and 
Wombles, the other board 
members are Kim Skeeter, 
Kenny Smith, John Hol-
loway, John Maybriar, Jo 
Blease, Debra Shockley, 

Joy Arnold and Dee Dee Roach. The board is still 
looking for three more members.

Wombles said Renaissance needs to focus its 
efforts on the arts, even if it costs a little money. 
“Any success that we have had has to do with art,” 
he said. “We have an opportunity to build on the 
arts.”

Kenny Smith, owner of Kennydid Gallery, 
introduced an idea for public art. He displayed 
a poster-size photo of a mural in Wilmington, 
Ohio, that had been seen by Peggy Angel, owner 
of Steppin’ Out Boutique. Smith said it would 
be great to have something similar in Midway 
to help attract tourists. He said he has talked to 
building owners and has discussed a potential 
location of City Hall facing Winter Street.

Smith said the Board of Architectural Review 
for the Midway Historic District told him that a 
mural would be approved as long as it is not on 
the front of the building, has no advertising and 
has historic qualities.

“I spoke to the artist who did the mural in 
Wilmington and he charges $50 per square foot, 
so it will cost some money,” said Smith. “We will 
have to plan for maintenance as well. We have to 
make sure we have enough money to maintain it 
after it is done.”

The group also discussed old ideas, such 
as creating a trail across the creek leading to 
Northside Drive and finding money to pay a Main 
Street manager; and new ones, such as jam ses-
sions that will be held on Sundays starting in May, 
as well as youth nights and a car show.

Kenny Smith showed a photo of  the Ohio mural as Jim Wombles and other Renaissance members watched.

Business Assn. rethinking marketing efforts

By Tiffany Brougton
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

The Midway Business Association 
is taking new approaches to bring 
business to the town.

It has created the Facebook 
page “Meet Me in Midway” and is 
contemplating a major advertising 
campaign with different audiences as 
targets. 

“The goal of this Facebook page is 
to promote Midway to tourists,” said 
Elisha Riddle, owner and operator 
of Charismatic Media, a Lexington 
social-media and web-design firm. 
She said two objectives of the page  
are promotion of events and other 
pages, such as those for individual 
businesses

The business association pays 
Riddle $125 per month to keep the 

page updated. Riddle said she puts 
$25 of her monthly payment back 
into advertising and promoting 
the page to targeted audiences on 
Facebook.

The page, created in mid-January, 
had 80 likes as of Feb. 5. The page 
will share merchants’ postings as 
well as be an outlet for tourists to 
learn more about Midway. 

The Facebook page is not yet 

affiliated with the city’s site, meet-
meinmidway.com, and Mayor 
Grayson Vandegrift attended the 
Feb. 3 merchants’ meeting to express 
his view that the sites need to com-
municate and coordinate.

“If we spread ourselves out, we’re 
not creating more traffic,” said Van-
degrift. “I’m afraid we’re just diluting 
ourselves.”

Riddle said the page will help 

merchants build email lists to help 
promote events and businesses.

In a more traditional vein, the 
business association has asked James 
Reed of the Kentucky Broadcasters 
Association, who also does work for 
Midway University, to develop an 
advertising and promotional cam-
paign to attract tourists. 

“Hopefully, next month he will 
be ready to report to us with what 
he recommends as the general 
campaign for us as a small city,” said 
Angel. “We are hoping to market our 
brand as our city.”

The business association will 
budget $16,000 to $20,000 for the 
campaign, Angel said. Advertise-
ments will cover a 70-mile radius 
and reach out to families with a 
decision maker 30-60 years old, she 
said. 

“You’ve got to be consistent, and 
I think that is something we hav-
en’t done so well in the past,” said 
Angel. “You’ve got to limit what you 
do, but you have got to be effective 
with what you do. . . . We really need 
to campaign for members for this 
association.”

Facebook page 
uses same name 
as city website A screenshot of  

most of  the top of  
the Midway Busi-
ness Association’s 
new Facebook page.
BELOW: a shot 
of  the top of  the 
homeoage of  the 
city’s website.
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Midway Christian Church 
wins Midway U.’s first 
Community Spirit Award
By Midway Messenger Staff

Midway Christian Church is the 
first recipient of Midway University’s 
Community Spirit Award, “in recog-
nition of the congregation’s spirit of 
vision, encouragement and giving,” 
the university said in a press release 
Oct. 8.

“Midway University and Mid-
way Christian Church have shared 
a strong bond since their earliest 
days,” President John P. Marsden 
said. “In fact, Midway University is a 
result of the generosity and support 
of the church. Without the encour-
agement of his elders at Midway 
Christian, Dr. L.L. Pinkerton would 
not have founded the Kentucky 
Female Orphan School which has 
evolved to become Midway Univer-
sity. In its 180-year history, Midway 

Christian Church has gone on to 
support so many other people and 
causes in this community. That’s why 
we could think of no more fitting 
recipient to honor with the Commu-
nity Spirit Award.”

The church dates to 1830s, when 
the Disciples of Christ denomi-
nation was founded. Its members 
participate in:

• Food collection for the food 
pantry in Versailles 

• Providing space for weekly 
meetings of Al-Anon and Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

• Purchasing Christmas gifts for 
children whose parents are serving 
time at the prison in Lexington 

• Many projects with Northside 
Elementary, including the Christmas 
Shoe Box Project, Loads of Love, 

and the Win-Win Tutoring program 
• Supporting the Hope Center in 

Lexington, and administering the 
Midway Ministerial Fund which is 
supported by numerous churches in 
the community

• Running a weekly clothing 
closet where price is no barrier for 
those in need 

• Hosting monthly community 
dinners that provide hot meals to 
citizens on fixed incomes and allow 
attendees to engage in social activi-

ties.
“When you look at the many 

ways the church and its members 
serve the community of Midway, 
Woodford County and the region, 
it is obvious that their community 
spirit is strong,” Marsden said.

The Community Spirit Award 
was presented Oct.1 at the univer-
sity’s “Day for Midway,” held each 
fall to celebrate the long-standing 
relationship between the institution 
and Woodford County.

World menu series 
keeps Michel busy
By Molly Elifritz
University of Kentucky School of 
Journalism and Media

When you first hear the phrase 
“Around the World in 80 Days” you 
might think of the famous book by 
Jules Verne, unless you’re from Mid-
way, Kentucky. Taking inspiration 
from the famous book, Chef Ouita 
Michel of the Holly Hill Inn is now 
on her fourth year of her “Around 
the World in 80 Days” menu. 

With this menu Holly Hill Inn 
takes the culinary experience to a 
new level. Flavors from around the 
world are introduced through 14 
different dishes and all in a matter of 
80 days. 

“The menu was based on the 
book, but it lasts very close to 80 
days,” Michel said. “We start the 
spring racing menu on March 30 
this year, so by the time we put New 
Year’s to bed it’s about 80 days. A lit-
tle longer. It’s like 86 or 87 days, but 
we thought that it was close enough.”

Michel said she started the spe-
cial series as a promotion to attract 

more business during the winter 
months when the restaurant is not as 
busy, and also looked at this event as 
a culinary challenge for her.

Using locally grown products 
is an important aspect of Michel’s 
cooking experience. During the 
growing season Holly Hill Inn uses 
70 percent locally grown foods – she 
is able to name each vendor by first 
and last name – but locally grown 
products are often hard to find in the 
winter months, she said.

“One of the best things about 
buying local foods are the close 
relationships you build,” Michel said. 
“I have 15-year relationships with 
these people. There is a give and take 
to local businesses that doesn’t quite 
exist in corporate America. Hav-
ing the face and the pride that goes 
behind the local food is a big reason 
we do what we do.”

The “Around the World in 80 
Days” menu requires chefs from 
around the world to accompany 
Michel and her team on the journey. 
Many of the guest chefs who assist 

on the cuisines aren’t the kind of 
chef you would expect. Most of the 
help comes from friends and cus-
tomers who share recipes from their 
families or pass along cookbooks of 
their own.

“We have a large Polish com-
munity that is very active when 
we make that menu,” Michel said. 
“We do have guest chefs, but we 
also do a lot of research. You try to 
understand the ingredients, their 
names, techniques and it can be very 
intense.”

Sometimes the menu doesn’t stop 
in a particular country. This Valen-
tine’s Day, a special dish was cen-

tered on global aphrodisiacs.
Working their way around the 

world, Michel and Sous Chef Tyler 
Mcnabb spend a lot of time per-
fecting their dishes. A special stop 
for them is India. In 2002 Michel 
worked with India-born film pro-
ducer and director Ismail Merchant 
on an Indian dish, and learned the 
cuisine from scratch. But her favor-
ite cuisine from the series has been 
the menu from Ethiopia.  

“It’s our third year doing it,” she 
said. “Small modifications may be 
made but we have learned the most 
interesting techniques from this 
menu.”

Chef  Ouita Michel in the Holly Hill Inn kitchen (Photo by Brian Bouhl)

Michel uses a wide range of  ingredients. (Photo by Molly Elifritz)

Iron Horse Half Marathon scheduled for Oct. 16
By Katherine Stach and Stepper Toth
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and 
Media

The Midway City Council has approved an 
event permit for the seventh Iron Horse Half 
Marathon, to be held Oct. 16.

This year’s race will be the largest ever, with 
2,000 signups allowed, race coordinator Chuck 
Griffis told the council in January. 

“We have about a 25 percent no show on race 
day, so even by adding 200, we probably only in-
crease the number of finishers by 75.” In the first 
race in 2010, there were 710 finishers. Last year, 
there were 1,373.

The race has gained popularity in recent years, 
being named 21st out of Runner’s World Maga-

zine’s top 28 half marathons in the United States. 
“We do a lot of races and this is by far the most 
successful,” said John Sensing, owner of John’s 
Run/Walk Shop in Lexington, the race’s sponsor.

In previous years, the race has prevented some 
of the city’s residents from making it to church 
on time, which remains a concern of city officials. 
However, the race made adjustments a few years 
ago to avoid traffic blockages, and Mayor Grayson 
Vandegrift said he got only one complaint this 
year, a month after the event.

“I know there’s always going to be people in-
convenienced by this,” Vandegrift said, but he told 
Griffis, “You all do a great job.”

Griffis said his staff will continue with efforts 
to educate the community on any problems they 

may encounter concerning the race. “We will con-
tinue to make every effort we can to open every 
channel of communications to let more and more 
people know exactly what to expect that day,” he 
said. “We’re always looking for more input.”

As a token of appreciation for their work with 
the race, John’s donated $1,250 each to the city, 
to the Midway Ministerial Association, and to 
the Versailles police and the Woodford County 
Sheriff ’s Department for their “Cops for Kids” 
program. The Woodford Humane Society, which 
provides 75 to 100 volunteers for the race, re-
ceived $10,000, Griffis said.

“The people of these organizations are some of 
the best I’ve worked with in 25 years and we truly 
could not do this without them,” he said.
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