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Ithough Midway was established in 1833,

there was not a central, city-run cemetery

until 1890 when R.S. Starks, Richard Godson, John
B. Swope and J.A. Steele had the state legislature pass
an act authorizing the Midway Cemetery Company. On
July 8, 1890 Starks, Steele, Swope and Godson pur-
chased a 23 acre, 2 rood, 10 sugar pole tract of land
lying west of Midway on the Midway and Spring Sta-
tion Turnpike Road, from John P. and Columbia Ennis
for the sum of $2,945.31. On September 10, 1890, 17
acres, 26 sugar poles of this land was sold to the Mid-
way Cemetery Company for the sum of $1.00.

With this land now set aside, Midway finally had a
place to bury their own and in the same year of 1890,
Lacrecia Ingram Russell became to first to be laid to
rest in the new cemetery.

The following year, 1891, the Midway Cemetery Com-
pany donated a lot for the re-burial of four Confederate
prisoners of war who were executed for a crime which
they did not commit. The men, M. Jackson, J. Jack-
son, S. Rissinger and N. Adams were reportedly bur-
ied where they fell on November 4, 1864. The women
of Midway, led by Mrs. Nancy Porter were responsible
for leading a movement to move the soldiers’ remains
to the new cemetery. A monument erected on the site
reads “Rest Soldiers, Rest Thy Warfare O’er”.

The years following saw regular movement at the
cemetery. Then, in 1956, Miss Mayme Cogar sent out
two hundred letters asking for donations to friends who
had relatives buried there. The funds received were
placed in an account that is still used by the Midway
Woman's Club to help beautify the cemetery.

In the decade of the 1960s, the cemetery was en-
larged with the addition of sections G, L, and M. Dur-
ing this time, the vault at the back was also removed.

Midway has a long and proud history of supporting
our country in it's struggle for freedom at home and
abroad. In turn it has given many sons and daughters
to the cause. Citizens, in an effort to show their appre-
ciation for these brave men and women, formed a Vet-
erans Memorial Committee. Under the leadership of
Joe Fisher a monument with the names of those who
served in all branches of the armed forces during all
wars, was erected. It was dedicated on July 4, 1997
and now serves as the focal point of the cemetery.
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Plant flower beds of spring
i bulbs and summer annuals.

Beds should be 6 inches on
sither side 1 foot in front

Toys, shells, balloons, I L .

decorative stones and - | i . PR
similar articles may not be 5 7

left on cemetery lots.

Articles made of concrete;
urns, benches, boxes, etc.
are not allowed.

Flower beds must be maintained,
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