
Midway Station may not be all for 
naught after all. Without debate in 
April the city council approved po-
tential developer Dennis Anderson’s 
request to rezone 43.5 acres of land 
on the north side of the property 
north of Interstate 64.

What was once zoned as industri-
al, then residential, is now indus-
trial again, because the Woodford 
County Economic Development 
Authority has prospective industrial 
buyers for the tract, which could 
create hundreds of jobs, perhaps 
with a supplier for the Toyota plant 
at Georgetown.

Multiple strategies for developing 
the property have failed. After the 
county and city borrowed millions 
to buy and develop the property, 
only four lots were sold and only 
three very small industries located 
there.

In 2007, rezoning of the proper-
ty was approved for relocation of 
Bluegrass Stockyards from Lexing-
ton, but the company dropped the 
idea when it became apparent that a 
court challenge from opponents of 
the plan would delay it for years.

In 2008, burdened by debt pay-
ments on property that had gener-
ated little income, EDA and the city 
contracted with Anderson to create 
an integrated community, which in-

South Elkhorn Creek is a 48-mile-
long waterway that runs through 
four counties in Central Kentucky. 
I took a kayak trip to explore it for 
the Midway Messenger, see what it 
has to offer in terms of recreational 
activities, and offer some guidance 
for would-be kayakers.

Two forks, the north and south, 
and the main stem downstream 
from Forks of Elkhorn are known 
as Elkhorn Creek. North Elkhorn 
Creek runs through northern Fay-

ette County, southern Scott County 
and western Franklin. South Elk-
horn Creek runs through western 
Fayette County, forms the border of 
Woodford and Scott counties, and 
meets the North Fork in Franklin 
County to flow in to the Kentucky 
River at Monterey.

Elkhorn Creek is one of the more 
popular waterways in Central 
Kentucky for paddle boating. Clay 
Warren, president of the Bluegrass 
Wildwater Association, says it’s 
probably the second most popular 

South Elkhorn Creek has rapids near Equus Run Vineyards.

Kayaking the creek
Story and photos by Joshua Wilson
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Previously existing industrial zone is in purple; 37 acres that have been rezoned industrial are outlined in purple.
Continued from front page

cluded commercial and residential 
zones and recreational areas. The 
property was rezoned again, but the 
recession stalled development.

“A lot of things have happened 
since 2008,” Anderson’s attorney, 
Dick Murphy, told the county 
Planning Commission before it 
recommended the latest rezoning. 
“Timing is everything. We brought 
that zone change to you just three 
months before the economy started 
collapsing.” He added, “Dennis, to 
his credit, has kept up his agree-
ments with the Economic Develop-
ment Authority and has extended 
those and have invested very sub-

stantial money in this property.”
In 2011, Anderson signed an 

agreement to buy Midway Station, 
under which he pays the taxes on 
the property as well as the interest 
on the county and city’s debt. Later 
in 2011, the commission and the 
local governments adopted the new 
comprehensive plan that has as one 
of its goals an increase in indus-
trial employment, which declined 
during the recession.

Two commission members ex-
pressed reservations about indus-
trial zoning next to residential, but 
EDA Chair Soper told the commis-
sion, “This is probably going to be 
a showplace for that corporation. 

They’re going to want to fit in and 
be a positive to the community and 
not a detriment,” he said. “This will 
be a place where the people live, 
they work, shop, and that will con-
tribute to the life in Midway. . . . I 
think we can fit all of this together 
and make a unique place.”

Soper said Anderson is sacrific-
ing long-term profit to convert the 
residential area to industrial: “He 
has been a great partner through 
this whole thing. … We’ve got 
obligations to the banks we need 
to meet, We’ve got obligations to 
the taxpayers that we need to meet. 
This is the big opportunity that we 
have to satisfy all of those.”
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The Golden Arches will tower 
over Midway.

The Woodford County Board 
of Zoning Adjustment voted 3-1 
Monday night to allow McDonald’s 
Corp. to erect a 50-foot-tall sign 
on the lot where it plans to build a 
restaurant, in the Green Gables de-
velopment formerly known as the 
Weems property. The normal limit 
for an on-premise sign is 40 feet.

McDonald’s is also expected to 
rent space from the state to put 
its golden-arches logo sign on the 
services sign in this photo.

Gust Mecera, a McDonald’s rep-
resentative from Columbus, Ohio, 
told the board that the sign needed 
to be 50 feet high to be visible from 
eastbound Interstate 64. The firm 
expects most of the restaurant’s 
business will come from I-64.

Mecera provided the board sev-
eral photographs of a dummy sign 
hung from a boom truck show-
ing the visibility of the proposed 
height. The captions said that the 
sign would not be visible half a 
mile from the eastbound exit, but 
would be visible a quarter-mile 

from it. Photos of the westbound 
approach, from which the sign 
would be even more visible, did 
not indicate the distance from the 
westbound exit. 

Board Member Marjorie Evans of 
Versailles questioned whether the 
variance would set a precedent, but 
Board Chairman Tim Turney and 
Member Al Schooler of Midway 
said each request is judged inde-
pendently and the board shouldn’t 
base a decision on what might 
happen. Schooler moved to ap-
prove the variance and Evans voted 
against it.

The board’s action is final. Vari-
ances do not have to be approved 
by the Planning Commission. 
McDonald’s has not applied for a 
building permit, but its request for 
the sign variance, and the board’s 
approval of it, appears to pave the 
way for the Golden Arches.

Developer Dennis Anderson of 
Anderson Communities said the 
variance was one of several things 
McDonald’s wants before proceed-
ing, but he said the negotiations are 
far enough along that an agreement 
between the two companies has 
been drafted.

Commission member Jim Boggs 
said after the meeting that he was 
were surprised the rezoning drew 
no opposition. Perhaps partly jok-
ing, he said, “I guess they blew it on 
the stockyard.”

The I-64 interchange has already 
seen some development recently. 
Late last year, a Shell station and 
convenience store opened on the 
former Weems property on the 
other side of the interchange, now 

known as the Green Gables devel-
opment, owned by Anderson.

The success of the Shell station 
showed the viability of property 
and helped get the ball rolling on 
Midway Station, Anderson said be-
fore the April 10 meeting at which 
the Woodford County Planning 
Commission recommended the 
rezoning.

The grand prize of the Green Ga-
bles development is a hotel. A gas 

station and a McDonald’s would 
bring Midway that much closer to 
obtaining a hotel, which Bozarth 
has said is a primary goal of devel-
opment for Midway.

A hotel nearby could bring more 
people into Midway and make the 
town more of a gateway for Wood-
ford County, which has bed and 
breakfasts but no hotels – and thus 
little revenue from the lodging tax 
that is used for tourism promotion.

Zoning board votes 3-1 to allow McDonald’s to 
have a 50-foot-tall sign on its lot in Green Gables

Page 3

PLAT of Green Gables development 
shows new Shell convenience store 

with yellow marker, across from site 
for McDonald’s restaurant. North of 
the Shell store is the hotel site. West 

of the hotel and McDonald’s sites are 
locations for another restaurant and 

two retail stores.



After serving Midway as mayor 
for seven years and four months, 
Tom Bozarth was ready for a 
change.  Upon announcing his de-
cision to not run for a third term in 
November, Bozarth explained in an 
interview, “It’s just the right time.”

Bozarth has also served two years 
on the city council, and years on 
the board of directors of the Ken-
tucky League of Cities, of which he 
is now president, and the last two 
and a half years as an officer.

“Twelve years of public service 
can wear you out,” he said.

Reflecting on his two terms, 
Bozarth says he was surprised by 
the amount of time the job requires

“In my first term, I was always 
in a hurry and wanted something 
quick,” he said Bozarth. “I realized 
that is not the way government 
works; it’s a full-time job.”

As mayor, Bozarth has worked 
with council members on accom-
plishments like bringing recycling 

to Midway, maintaining a strong 
relationship with Midway College 
and working with the Midway Mer-
chants Association on creating a 
“vibrant downtown,” he said. “Our 
economic development is some-
thing we should be proud of.”

Ken Glass, the owner of the 
Railroad Drug and Old Time Soda 
Fountain, recalls Bozarth encour-
aging him and his wife Amanda to 
open their store.

“He’s a friend of mine and I think 
Midway is better with him being 
mayor,” Glass said.

Kenny Smith, president of the 
Midway Merchants Association and 
owner of the Kennydid Art Gallery, 
said the mayor made the right deci-
sion: “I agree with his decision that 
politicians should have term limits.”

Smith said Bozarth “liked to do 
things his way,” and he and the 
mayor had some disagreements 
over the last two years. He declined 
to reveal them and said, “He’s done 
a lot for this town and maybe it is 

time for some new ideas.”
Leslie Penn, owner of the His-

toric Midway Museum Store, said 
the next mayor should be “some-
one who is willing to adjust to the 
times. . . . History isn’t everything.” 
She also said she would like to see a 
woman mayor.

Asked what he would like to see 
in the next mayor, Bozarth said, 
“I hope that the next mayor has a 
vision and work ethic to continue 
to put Midway first.”

He added, “If you want Midway 
to be a special place, it takes a 
whole lot of work.”

Tom Bozarth

Mayor in last year

By Jill Novak

Tom Bozarth: ‘12 years of public 
service can wear you out’

With the news of Mayor Tom 
Bozarth’s decision to not to seek 
a third four-year term, candidates 
quickly lined up for a shot at the 
position.

City Council Members Sharon 
Turner and Grayson Vandegrift 
announced in separate interviews 
in November that after encourage-
ment from family and friends, they 
had both decided to run for mayor.

“I’ve been on council since 2005 
and I think it’s time to take the next 
step,” said Turner.

After Bozarth changed his mind 
and decided to run for re-election 
in 2010, Turner said she chose not 

to run for mayor out of respect for 
him.

Having gone so far as to fill out 
mayoral filing papers last time and 
patiently waiting for a chance to 
run for the position, Turner said 
that she’s been “very diligent.”

“I attended council meetings for 
a year before I even joined council,” 

said Turner. The filing deadline is 
more than 11 months before the 
elected candidates take office.

Asked why she thinks she is right 
for the job, Turner said, “I think 
I’m a well-rounded candidate.”

Vandegrift has served on the 
council since 2012. He says he also 
thinks that he has what it takes to 
be the next mayor.

“The amount of support I’ve 
gotten from my fiancé as well as 
from family and residents, has been 
inspiring,” he said.

As the general manager of 815 
Restaurant and Tavern, Vandegrift 
thinks his business experience is 

By Jill Novak

Turner and Vandergrift
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another factor that makes him a qualified candidate. 
“Having a small business allows me to have flexibility 
to do the job,” he said.

Turner is also self-employed, working as the manag-
er for the Kentucky Malt Beverage Council in Frank-
fort.

“Because I’m self-employed, I don’t have set hours, 
which allows me to have time to do the job,” said 
Turner.

As an active member of the community, Turner has 
spent her time working with students at the Northside 
Elementary School and has served on the Midway 

nursing home task force, a group of public officials 
and community leaders that worked to create The 
Homeplace at Midway, a senior living residence now 
being built.

While each candidate may have different ideas for 
the future of Midway, Turner and Vandegrift agree that 
Midway’s biggest concern still remains the city’s water 
and sewer systems.

When asked what candidate he would support for 
the next mayor, Council Member Bruce Southworth 
responded, “I think that they would both be qualified 
for the job.”
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Seven file for six seats on council
By Kayla Pickrell

Three incumbents and four non-incumbents are 
running for the six seats on the Midway City Council.

The incumbents are Sara Hicks, Bruce Southworth 
and Daniel Roller. Non-incumbents are Peggy Sha-
ron, 244 W. Bruen St.; Libby Warfield, 251 W. Cross 
St.; Kaye Nita Gallagher, 122 W. Main St.; and Steven 
Craig, 235 Brand St.

Five minutes after the 4 p.m. deadline on Jan. 28, 
Midway merchant Leslie Penn ran into the Woodford 
County clerk’s office with a sheaf of papers ready to 
file. She was responding to talk in Midway that fewer 
than six people were filing for council. At first she was 
disappointed, but then was relieved to hear that seven 
had filed.

“I want people to get involved, because if they don’t, 
they can’t complain,” said Penn, who signed the nom-
inating petitions for Roller and Council Member 
Grayson Vandegrift.

Three seats on the city council are opening up be-
cause Vandegrift and longtime Council Member Sha-
ron Turner are running for mayor, and Aaron Hamil-
ton, another longtime member and the council’s only 
African American, is not seeking a fifth term.

Hamilton, 64, said in a brief interview, “I just ran my 
course and had a lot on my plate. It’s time to change 
gears.”

The number of candidates for each office was not 
more than double the number of seats available, so 
no primary election is needed to narrow the lists of 
candidates.

Warfield and Sharon are sisters, and say they are 

running as such, focusing on the community and 
family.

“We . . . certainly feel like we need to give back,” 
Warfield said in an interview on Jan. 28, the filing 
deadline. She noted that her son, Matt Warfield, had 
been a council member.

Sharon said she is running because there is more 
“dissension than direction” in the city government, 
and the city needs to “continue with growth.”

Warfield and Craig unsuccessfully sought appoint-
ment by the council to a vacancy in early 2012. Craig 
ran ninth out of 10 in the last council election.

Craig is the brother of Magistrate Larry Craig, who 
filed for re-election in the Midway district. Dale Ben-
son and Linda Popp filed against him in the May 20 
Democratic primary. 

Democratic County Judge-Executive John “Bear” 
Coyle filed for another term. Republican Bobby Gaff-
ney also filed.

County Clerk Judie Woolums is retiring; fiscal court 
clerk Sandy Jones of Midway is the only candidate for 
clerk.

In the race for state representative for Woodford 
County and parts of Franklin and Fayette counties, 
Democrat James Kay filed for re-election and Republi-
can Ryan Schwartz filed against him. Both are lawyers 
who live in Versailles; Schwartz practices in Lexing-
ton. Last summer, Kay won a special election to fill a 
vacancy created by the resignation of Democrat Carl 
Rollins of Midway.

County races

The Midway Messenger is a publication of the Institute for Rural Journalism and Community 
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Twitter @ruralj.
Staff members in the 2013-14 school year were Rachel Aretakis (researcher), Brian Bouhl, Holly 
Brucken, Alan Ducker, Erin Grigson (photographer), Hayley Minogue (videographer), Taylor 
Norberg (videographer), Jill Novak, Caleb Oakley (print designer), Darius Owens, Kayla Pickrell, 
Dylan Russell, Kristen Sekinger, Miranda Sergent, Bridget Slone, Morgen Wells and Joshua Wilson.



The halting of a proposed natural-gas-liquids pipe-
line that would stretch across Kentucky and through 
part of greater Midway left some landowners relieved 
but wary.

“The general feeling is that everyone is cautiously 
optimistic,” said Corlia Logsdon, creator of www.Stop-
BluegrassPipeline.us. “We do feel that the announce-
ment is good news for those of us who were concerned 
about our families, neighbors and our homes.”

Opponents rallied against the pipeline, while sup-
porters stood strong for the benefits it would grant 
them and their communities. Those who granted 
easements to the company were given non-refundable 
money and will not be asked to return it, the pipeline 
representatives said.

If Bluegrass Pipeline does not exercise its options for 
easements within the three-year term of the option, 
the easement will expire.

Based on easements recorded with county clerks, it 
appears to have had more success in Scott and Ander-
son than in Woodford and Franklin.

Only two easements have been filed in Franklin 
County. The Lexington Herald-Leader reported in 
February that 80 had been filed in Anderson County 
and 57 in Scott County.

The Franklin County easements are for adjoining 
tracts that are separated from the Kentucky River 
and the Woodford County tract by two or three other 
tracts.

In late March, Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip Shep-
herd ruled that natural-gas-liquid pipelines cannot use 
eminent domain to obtain land rights from Kentucky 
landowners. The company said it had not tried to in-
voke condemnation power and said the ruling, which 
is being appealed, did not affect the decision.

The plaintiff in the case was Penny Greathouse, who 
farms in the Scott County and Franklin County por-
tions of the Midway postal zone. She said in an affi-
davit that a representative of the pipeline told her the 
company has the right of eminent domain but would 
rather not use it. The representative said in an affidavit 
that he only referred to a news report of another repre-
sentative saying that.

Greathouse said after the ruling, “It’s nice now that 
you as a landowner have the prerogative to say ‘No, 
you can’t be on my property.’ People have a clearer 
feeling of knowing that they are not being forced to 

sell their property. I think a lot of people would have 
said no a long time ago had this been done prior to.”

Shepherd said in his ruling that the threat of eminent 
domain has a “real and immediate bargaining impact” 
on landowners. Factors such as legal expenses against 
the company play a role in whether a landowner gives 
an easement to the company. “Landowners who do not 
wish to sell, but who may be unable to finance a legal 
challenge, are entitled to know that the law does not 
support Bluegrass’ assertion of the power of eminent 
domain,” he wrote.

Logsdon and those in her organization, Stop the 
Bluegrass Pipeline, do not believe the war is over.

“We will be safe for a little longer,” she said. “How-
ever, we also believe very strongly that this project 
could be revived in the future and that we cannot stop 
working to get safeguards in place to protect Kentuck-
ians’ property rights from corporate abuse of eminent 
domain by companies that are not in public service.

The pipeline representatives wrote on their website, 
“We spent more than a year listening and talking with 
communities all along the route. We learned much 
about each and every community we interacted with.  
That is why we know that this project while ahead of 
its time is needed to advance the manufacturing revo-
lution in this country, which is creating thousands of 
jobs and advancing energy independence.”

The precise proposed route of the pipeline, or at least 

Proposed natural-gas-liquids pipeline 
halts plan after Midway-area resident 
wins ruling against eminent domain
By Kayla Pickrell
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the original proposed route, is now 
public, thanks to The Courier-Jour-
nal, which filed a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request to get maps that 
the natural-gas-liquids enterprise 
filed with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers as part of an application 
for permits to cross streams. 
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Maps show route of pipeline from 
northeast to southwest, top to bottom.  

Top map shows the pipeline leaving 
Scott County, entering Franklin 

County and crossing US 460 (Frank-
fort-Georgetown Road) just east of 
Woodlake. Most of this area is in 

Midway’s ZIP code.

The second map shows the pipeline 
nearing the South Fork of Elkhorn 
Creek, which it would cross shortly 

after Mile 289 of the pipeline.

The pipeline would cross the creek 
in Franklin County, then enter 

Woodford County, cross Leestown 
Road near the county line, go under 

Interstate 64 and take a dogleg to 
Duckers Road.

The route then follows the east side 
of Old Frankfort Pike, crosses that 
road and heads west toward US 60 
(Frankfort-Versailles Road), leaving 
the Midway ZIP code when it crosses 

the highway.



stream in the area to kayak or canoe.
“I would relate that to the fact that it has the highest 

watershed next to the Kentucky River,” he said, refer-
ring to the large area drained by the north and south 
forks of Elkhorn Creek.

Nathan Depenbrock, co-owner of Canoe Kentucky, a 
Franklin County kayak and canoe rental business, has 
been around Elkhorn Creek his entire life. He says the 
larger, main stem is the quicker portion.

On my South Elkhorn trip in mid-April the water 
was not deep. However, water flow is not measured 
by depth or width, but by the estimated cubic feet of 
water going past a point each second. When the CFS is 
at a higher volume the creek becomes more hazardous 
to boaters because of the fast current and potential for 
harm from downed trees and other debris.

“Those levels, you really just have to interpret them 
based upon your honest appraisal of what your skill 
level is, as well as what the actual conditions are.” De-
penbrock said. “It’s not commercially-run [so] you’re 
going to deal [with] a lot of…down trees especially 
after a flood.”

I kayaked a short section of the creek, near Midway, 
from Weisenberger Mill to Kentucky Highway 341 
(Georgetown Road), about a half-mile from Interstate 
64. My original plan was to make it to the Forks, but 
time restraints, cold weather and physical limitations 
prevented that.

The day before my trip, there was a snowfall of about 
0.1 inch, with temperatures in the upper 20s. The day 
of the trip the high was 57 degrees, after most recent 

days having reached the upper 70s, so the air was cold-
er than the water.

This trip was not for weak-spirited individuals. I 
soon realized I did not have much current to lighten 
the workload, and  I was paddling against the wind, 
which averaged about 11 miles per hour during the 
day, according to The Weather Channel.

The stretch is quite leisurely and does not require 
much paddling skill to navigate. I was faced with two 
sets of rapids that qualified as Class I.

One set is just before the bridge on Moores Mill 
Road, not far from Equus Run Vineyards. These rapids 
required a good eye to watch for the shallow areas 
where I could get stuck. My kayak did graze over a few 
rocks, but it’s not much for a beginner-level kayaker 
to deal with. It would be fun for young kayakers and 
good practice for them to learn the best ways to ap-
proach sets of rapids.

“It’s a relatively beginner-friendly stretch,” Depen-
brock said, “as long as the conditions are conducive to 
normal paddling being not too hard or not too high.”

The second set of rapids came just after the Moores 
Mill Road bridge and went under the bridge at I-64. 
This set was shallower. There were only a few areas I 
was able to sneak through without getting caught on 
top of rocks under the surface. Again, it requires a 
keen eye to keep the pace you want, but even if some-
one were to get stopped on the rocks it would just 
require some shimmying to slide off.

Moores Mill Road is one of the more popular roads 
from which to view South Elkhorn Creek. It runs 
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Weisenberger Mill, the most scenic site on Elkhorn Creek, was the start of our kayak trip.  (photos by Josh Wilson)

Kayaking South Elkhorn Creek
continued from front page
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along the creek from near Leestown Road (US 421) 
until the road reaches I-64. Another bridge intersects 
this road; a concrete ford before Equus Run Vineyards, 
it makes for a good fishing location. It serves Margaux 
Farm, and does not sit high off the waterline. For the 
next quarter-mile there are locations along the bank 
of the creek that allow fishers to walk down and cast a 
line.

South Elkhorn Creek is much slower than the main 
stem or the north fork, making fishing out of the creek 
easier. The main fishing is for smallmouth bass and 
bluegill, especially later in the summer as the water 
warms. Versailles resident Brenton Meekins says he 
tries to make a trip up to Moores Mill once a week if 
the weather permits.

Meekins mainly uses spinners and the fly-fishing 
technique to catch fish.

“Small, flashy things seem to work really well around 
[Moores Mill],” Meekins said. He recommended using 
rooster tails for those who may want to come fishing 
on Elkhorn Creek.

Depenbrock said he sees more people using paddle-
boats that are fishing-friendly on the South Elkhorn. 
Fishing kayaks are the most common on the stretch, 
and he recommends using a sit-on-top kayak, which is 
self-bailing, as opposed to a sit-in, “because you’re ei-
ther going to be getting out a lot because of low-water 
or you’re going to have to get out a lot because of high 
water and strainers,” such as fallen trees.

Going by Equus Run could be quite a sight when 
nature is in full bloom. Had it not been during the 
middle of the week, I might have seen people visiting 

the popular tourist attraction.
Pollution is one of the issues in and around the 

creek. With the waterway so close to major roads, it’s 
easy for the elements to wash litter into the creek, and 
overflow from sewers in Fayette County washes bac-
teria into the creek. Warren noted that many of the 
tributaries that lead into the creek start near Nicho-
lasville Road and the Fayette Mall, highly developed 
areas in Lexington. Town Branch, which is the stream 
buried beneath the Lexington Convention Center, is a 
tributary of the creek.

“A good portion of everything west of Nicholasville 
[Road] flows into the Elkhorn,” Warren said.

The banks in some areas on my trip were lined with 
plastic bottles, plastic bags, wrappers and alcoholic 
beverage containers. It was not uncommon to see areas 
near the bank where people fished and left trash. One 
area about half a mile downstream from the Leestown 
Road bridge had four old cars sitting in the bank. All 
had been stripped of their parts, including the engines 
and doors. Plants grow out of the trunks and the inte-
riors are filled with dirt and mud from the changing 
water levels through the years.

South Elkhorn Creek is not a stream for a multi-
ple-night trip, because there are no public camping ar-
eas upstream from Forks of Elkhorn. Anyone planning 
to get there in one day from Weisenberger Mill must 
get an early start. Use caution and do your research be-
fore venturing out on any expedition. Check the water 
levels and the weather forecast for the day. Kayaking 
and canoeing are fun, but without taking the proper 
precautions can become hazardous. South Elkhorn is 
a perfect teaching tool for those at a beginner level of 
expertise.Our kayak points to fishing chairs installed on the bank.

Brenton Meekins fishes at the Margaux Farm crossing,



Midway Christian Church celebrates Laity Sunday

 Walking into Midway Christian Church on Laity 
Sunday, most people would have had trouble distin-
guishing the congregation from the preacher.

Since 2010, on the last Sunday of January, every 
person who walked through the doors, young and 
old, has been adorned with a stole, a strip of cloth 
worn around the neck, signifying him or her as a 
minister in the church.

“It’s a celebration of the fact that we’re all called 
ministers in the church, that God blessed us with 
gifts, each one different,” the Rev. Heather McColl 
said in an interview. “This is the time that we lift up 
our call to serve God’s church with the gift that God 
has given us.”

For the service, the pastor asks three members of 
the congregation to share their testimonies with the 
church.

“It’s very rare that church people get a chance to tell 
their side of the story or their faith journey,” McColl 
said. “You interact with these people every Sunday, 
but you really don’t know their background.”

One of the first Sundays Sheri Adkins ever attended 
Midway Christian was for the laity service. As she 
spoke at the most recent one, she teared up, reminisc-
ing about how much closer she feels to the lay people 
after they speak at the service.

“I see God in this church,” Adkins said.
She went on to say that she sees God shining 

through her children, Blake and Alex, and through 
every person in the congregation. She said that God’s 
light was like a flickering candle in each of them 
and as they came closer together, the brightness just 
increased in intensity.

Wanda Alford was raised in a Christian home. Her 
father’s family was Baptist, her mother’s family was 
Pentecostal and she first attended a Church of the 
Nazarene. At the age of 12, she was baptized along-
side her father.

“I never had the crisis of faith that some had,” 
Alford told the congregation. “I went to college, was 
involved in the Baptist Student Union and heard a 
woman speak at a convention I attended. She said 
‘Everyone owes one summer of their life to God.’ I 
couldn’t get this out of my mind.”

She then proceeded to serve as a summer mission-
ary in Fort Worth, Tex.

“It was a frightening experience at times,” she 
recalled. “It made me appreciate what people give up 
for the ministry, how much of their life is actually 
occupied with others.”

Though she has had struggles in her life, Alford 
said, her faith never faltered.

“I have gone through trying times in my life,” she 

said, “but I have never doubted the existence of God.”
Like Alford, John Askew said he grew up surround-

ed by a supportive church family.
“I didn’t feel like I had a particularly interesting 

or important story,” he told the congregation. “If I 
had to sum it up into one word, it would probably be 
‘family.’”

From left, Alford, Askew, Adkins and Rev. McColl 
wait at the back of the church to greet members as 
they leave the service.

Alford, a member of the choir, said in an interview 
afterward that she was a bit nervous about speaking 
during the service.

“These are not things that we talk about a whole 
lot, and I don’t know some of the people here as well 
as others, and they don’t know those things about 
me,” she said. “You wonder how they’re going to ac-
cept what you’ve said.”

Askew agreed. Although he loves the tradition of 
having members of the congregation speak for this 
service, he would rather be listening to other people’s 
stories than telling his own.

“It was a little bit intimidating for me,” he said. “I’m 
not a real open person.”

Adkins, an elder of the church, spoke highly of the 
laity services of the past and of the day’s service.

“There’s a commonality, if you tell your story,” she 
said. “Part of faith is being around people interacting 
with each other and supporting each other.”

McColl said that after every laity service that they 
have done in this way, the members of the church 
comment on how much they appreciate the chance to 
learn about others.

“They like hearing the testimonials of people’s 
faith,” McColl said. “They say, ‘It’s always nice to 
hear another voice and it’s nice to hear someone who 
didn’t go to seminary, who didn’t get theologically 
trained, who may be having some of the same faith 
struggles that we’ve been having.’”

Story and photo by Erin Grigson

Sheri Adkins speaking at Laity Sunday
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 Windstream Communications is extending high-
speed Internet service to Midway and many other 
rural areas in Kentucky with the help of $60 million 
in economic stimulus grants from the federal govern-
ment.

The fiber-optic service will include places where 
the company currently has no customers for its cop-
per-wire Digital Subscriber Line service, said Scott 
Morris, senior adviser for corporate affairs and 
spokesman for Windstream.

That is good news for horse farms like Airdrie Stud 
on Old Frankfort Pike, which needs two separate lines 
in order for everyone who needs to watch online video 
of horse races to do so at the same time, adminisrator 
Laura Sullivan said.

“They watch horses on a daily basis,” she said. 
They’re on it all the time watching our horses. It is 
very important.” She said the Gainsborough, Three 
Chimneys and Darby Dan farms, all along Old Frank-
fort Pike, are in similar situations dealing with slow 
service.

Sullivan said Windstream is the the farm’s only 
choice because Time Warner Cable, which offers In-
ternet with TV and phone service in Midway, doesn’t 
reach Airdrie. “There is no other option at this point 
other than Windstream,” she said.

Morris said Windstream is mainly a rural provider 
and wants to expand broadband services to as many 
places in Midway that they can fit within the budget. 
The grants from the 2009 economic stimulus legisla-
tion will enable much faster Internet connections as 
well as expand future selection of communication and 
entertainment services, he said in an interview.

The idea behind the stimulus grants, he said, is to 
provide high-speed Internet services in areas where 
it wasn’t previously possible for financial reasons. “In 
the country, if you live really far out, you probably 
can’t get broadband speeds, you can probably only get 
dialup,” he said.

Broadband speeds are often not as fast as expected. 
Sullivan said Airdrie gets up to 3.5 megabits per sec-
ond, but the speed varies, getting even as low as “one 
and a half [mpbs], depending on the day.”

The grants cover 75 percent of the project costs 
throughout the country, leaving Windstream with the 
other 25 percent, roughly $16.4 million in Kentucky.

“Windstream was the largest recipient of these 
grants,” Morris said. “What we’re doing is we’re filling 
in gaps in our network where there is dialup service 
but not broadband service. Each one of these projects 
are relatively small because they’re just filling in pock-

ets under the rules set by the agricultural program … 
which determines how much money would be award-
ed per location.”

The grants came through the Department of Agri-
culture’s Rural Utilities Service. RUS spokeswoman 
Anne Mayberry said in an email, “When complete, 
Windstream estimates the network will offer broad-
band service to approximately 225,000 households, 
10,000 businesses and 1,000 anchor institutions, such 
as schools, libraries, hospitals and municipal facilities 
in 80 communities.”

Mayberry said Congress passed the stimulus pack-
age ‘‘to help lift our nation from the greatest economic 
crisis in our lifetimes and lay the foundation for future 
growth.’’  She said the package provided RUS with $2.5 
billion to expand access to broadband services in areas 
that are at least 75 percent rural and ‘‘without suffi-
cient access to high speed broadband service to facili-
tate rural economic development.’’

Morris said after the project is complete, which is to 
be in late October, Windstream will notify prospective 
broadband customers that the service is available in 
their area. The customers decide whether or not they 
want to sign up for it.

“When we deploy the fiber optic cable and electronic 
hardware necessary to deliver broadband to unserved 
areas, we frequently pass by existing customer loca-
tions. In some cases, these current customers may then 
qualify for faster speeds,” he said. “It would be up to 
the customer to decide whether he or she wanted the 
faster speed. There are no automatic price increases.”

For example, Morris said customers who previously 
qualified for service with a speed of up to 6 megabits 
per second might qualify for up to 12 mbps.

Windstream has leased part of the former city dump 
on Spring Station Road from the city for a facility 
related to the project and is paying the city a one-time 
fee of $15,000, three times what it originally offered.

Windstream says high-speed rural internet 
will be available in October
By Kristen Sekinger

Example of Windstream facilities provided by company 
in document given to Midway City Council.
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New president says college has returned to 
its values, will explore university status 

Midway College will explore 
university status as part of its new 
strategic plan and has returned to its 
faith-based values, President John 
P. Marsden said after being formal-
ly inaugurated as the school’s 10th 
president on Nov. 8.

Marsden, who had been serving as 
president since Feb. 1, emphasized 
that university status is only some-
thing to be explored at this time, but 
“may more aptly capture the com-
plexity of our mission.”

He said becoming a university 
would not mean the college’s enroll-
ment would balloon, but he would 
like to have about 1,700 students by 
2017.  He said the college would also 
add more undergraduate programs, 
and he wanted it to be recognized as 
“entrepreneurial and forward-think-
ing.”

The Board of Trustees selected 
Marsden after a six-month nation-
al search that ended in November 
2012. He relocated from Wilson, 
N.C. where he served as provost and 

vice president of academic affairs at 
Barton College.

“John has proven time and time 
again that we made the right deci-
sion,” Donna Moore, chairman of 
the trustees, said as she introduced 
Marsden during the installation 
ceremony in Duthie Auditorium, 
attended by representatives from 20 
colleges and universities and U.S. 
Rep. Andy Barr.

  Marsden succeeded Dr. William 
Drake, a former minister who was 
forced to resign after the college’s 

plan for a pharmacy school in 
Paintsville ran aground.  Marsden 
laid off 26 faculty and staff during 
the summer, citing an 18 percent 
decline in enrollment, to 1,362. 

Marsden recognized several fac-
ulty, staff, and students to highlight 
the faith-based values on which 
Midway was founded. He said that 
in recent years, the college had 
“lost sight” of its values. “In the last 
few months, we have reintroduced 
those values,” he said, “because they 
should drive the culture of our orga-
nization.”

He cited a recent study showing 
that “faith-based institutions that 
emphasize their values” are more 
likely to promote civic engagement 
and service. Marsden said those 
values, and the new strategic plan, 
would shape the future of the col-
lege.

Marsden said the goal of Midway 
College is to “provide students with 
a foundation to grow and positively 
contribute to society as leaders and 
informed citizens.”

By Bridget Slone

By Allan Ducker

Seven former faculty members have filed suit against 
Midway College, accusing the college of age discrimi-
nation and breach of contract.

The lawsuit was filed March 11 by Richard Berry, 61; 
Eric Bolland, 66; Stephen Clark, 65; Francis Fletcher, 
61; Teresa Isaac, 58; Wendy Hoffman, 57; and Saleem 
Mirza, 52. 

The lawsuit contends the faculty members had ex-
tensive experience and qualifications and had received 
positive evaluations, but at the time of their contract 
terminations, the college hired people who were “sub-
stantially” younger and less qualified than they.

   The suit says all seven were presented with annual 
contracts of employment in May 2013 for positions for 
the 2013-14 academic school year. In September, the 
seven received letters from the college informing them 
that “due to alleged financial hardships” it was termi-
nating them on grounds of lack of “available funding,” 
the suit says. 

The suit seeks unspecified monetary compensation 

for lost wages and benefits as well as embarrassment, 
humiliation and, emotional and psychological distress. 

In an April 9 hearing at the Woodford County 
Courthouse, Circuit Judge Paul Isaacs judge denied 
Midway College’s request to seal records of the suit.

Leila O’Carra, an attorney for the college, had filed 
a motion asking the court to “seal the entire record in 
this case” in an attempt to prevent “sensitive” financial 
documents that could cause the college “significant 
harm” from being released to the public. 

 “You’re asking me to seal documents I haven’t seen,” 
said Isaacs, noting that he could not know if the docu-
ments present a privacy issue if he has not seen them.

Isaacs also said the college’s motion to seal the entire 
record suggests there “might be something embarrass-
ing to the college” and that is why it wants to close it 
off from the public. 

While Isaacs did overrule the motion, he also said 
he would “entertain the idea” of sealing specific docu-
ments within the case that contained sensitive finan-
cial information.

7 former faculty file lawsuit against college
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A second group of students from 
Panama is studying at Midway 
College, under an agreement the 
college signed with a Panamanian 
government agency in December.

Under the agreement, the Pan-
amanian government awarded 
scholarships, including tuition, 
room and board, for Panamanian 
students to study at the college, 
according to Ellen Gregory, the col-
lege’s vice president of marketing 
and communications.

The college said in a press release 
that it hosted Sonia de Luzcando, 
general director, and Itzel Hub-
barb, chief international cooper-
ation officer of Panama’s Institute 
for Training and Development of 

Human Resources, on campus for 
a tour, strategy meetings and an 
official signing ceremony.

The first Panamanians to arrive 
on campus under the partnership 
was a group of eight teachers and 
three school administrators, ac-
cording to the college’s director 
of multicultural and international 
Affairs, Rosa Ponce-Sanabria.

“The teachers were on campus 
four weeks and the administrators 
for six weeks,” Ponce-Sanabria said. 
“They attended education courses 
with the help of an interpreter and 
have now returned to Panama to 
put their newly acquired skills into 
practice at their schools.”

The second group to arrive was 
students who are participating in a 

college readiness program, which 
began in March and goes through 
mid-December, Gregory said in an 
email.

The students previously attend-
ed a center funded by the Institute 
for Training and Development of 
Human Resources. Through this 
center, the institute provides room 
and board to students from rural 
areas who would otherwise not 
be able to regularly attend school, 
Gregory explained.

She said all the students were 
selected because of their strong 
academic background, and at this 
point 26 scholarships have been 
funded. “We anticipate this to be 
just the beginning of a long rela-
tionship going forward,” she said.

Second group of students from Panama studying at college 
under agreement with Panamanian government
By Bridget Slone

College announces new website, athletic director

Midway College unveiled its new athletics website 
March 26, a few months after announcing the hiring of 
its first full-time athletic director.

On Dec. 3, the college announced Jim Tussey of Lex-
ington would be its first full-time athletic director. The 
new website is  http://www.gomidwayeagles.com/.

Tussey said in an interview with the Midway Mes-
senger that he has been a part of athletics all his life, 
as either a player or a coach. “I played everything,” he 
said, but soccer was his sport of choice in college.

He most recently owned a company called Soccer-
Profs, which, according to the college’s press release, 
was “a company that empowers youth through person-

al and team training, enhancing sport performance 
and assisting with college decision making.” Tussey 
said he dissolved the company after accepting the po-
sition as athletic director.

Before forming the company, Tussey was head soccer 
coach at Georgetown College and an adult educator in 
Scott County Public Schools. His first job was as both 
a teacher and a coach for the Montgomery County 
Public Schools. Asked if he prefers being a coach or a 
teacher, he said “Coaching is teaching.”

Tussey received a bachelor’s degree in education 
from Asbury College in 1989, a master’s degree in re-
habilitation counseling in 1991 from the University of 
Kentucky and a Ph.D. in philosophy in 2003 from UK.

As Midway College’s first full-time athletic director, 
Tussey said his “primary goal” is to set a “new culture” 
for Midway athletics through “promoting and em-
powering our coaches and student-athletes to strive 
for a higher level of excellence both in the classroom 
and sport’s program,” according to the press release. 
Launching a new athletics website is part of that.

Tussey said the college decided to create the new 
website in order to “keep up with other schools” in 
the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and 
hopes that it will also benefit the community. The site 
makes schedules easily accessible, and fans can sub-
scribe to updates about their favorite teams, which 
could encourage Midway residents to “start showing 
up and supporting our Midway Eagles,” Tussey said.

By Bridget Slone
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As Tussey hopes the launch of the website will help 
the athletics program gain exposure, he also hopes 
it will show how involved the school is in athletics: 
“From the surface you wouldn’t know we’re sending 
out all these teams and playing and participating, but 
we are, and I think that’s what the website’s going to 
capture: how active we are in athletics here at Midway.”

The website could also give a visibility to the col-
lege’s student athletes, Tussey said. Not only will they 
be able to see their athletic statistics, it will also give 
them a sense of what these students are up to outside 
of athletics and how they are contributing to the com-
munity.

Tussey also says the new website will have a “huge” 
impact on recruitment. The site “gives you a good vi-
sual of the ongoing process of the program,” as well as 
allowing recruits to see where the college is stands in 
its athletic performance, he said.

The vision Tussey expresses for the future of Mid-
way athletics is one of enthusiasm and excellence. “We 
want to build excellent programs and in place we have 
to have excellent coaches,” he said. Coaches must have 
enthusiasm for the sport they are coaching, he said, 
because “enthusiasm equals performance and success.”

Also, “We want our 
athletes to be successful 
in the classroom and cer-
tainly want our athletes 
to be successful on the 
playing field.”

Tussey said he will 
“look at different avenues 
to get more exposure” for 
Midway’s athletic teams. 
“We just continue to 

grow in our success,” he said, mentioning the archery 
team, now national champions in the 3D United States 
Intercollegiate Archery Championship Women’s Hunt-
er Division.

Graduating successful student athletes and ensuring 
they have a good experience are also on Tussey’s to-do 
list. “I want to graduate successful student athletes that 
leave Midway College with a wonderful experience 
that they can share with the community as they reach 
out in their different careers,” he said.

He said it’s also important to ensure that student 
athletes have the facilities and programs they need to 
find success.

Along with the launch of the new website, you can 
now follow Midway athletics on Twitter at @GoMid-
wayEagles.

continued from page 13

City seeks water solutions as sale of 
system is at least on hold for now

Midway has struggled to find a 
resolution to the problems with 
its water lines in the city. The idea 
of selling the system to Kentucky 
American Water Co., the city’s 
wholesale supplier, is at least on 
hold because a sale would require 
bids preceded by an appraisal esti-
mated to cost $25,000.  

The city plans to get a low-in-
terest loan from the state that to 
fix the lines on Higgins Street, but 
what will be the next step to fix the 
other lines? 

City Council members Sharon 
Turner and Grayson Vandegrift, 
who are both running for mayor, 
said the maintenance and fixing 
repair of the water and sewer lines 
are of high priority to both of them. 

Turner noted that the city’s water 
and sewer task force “researched 
not only selling, but also prioritiz-
ing what needed to be fixed. . . . We 
don’t have enough information to 
consider Kentucky American as an 
option or to rule it out, therefore 
we need to focus on maintaining 
our own.” 

Vandegrift is opposed to selling 
the water company. “I don’t believe 
any company would want to give 
Midway what the water and sewer 
systems are truly worth,” he said. 
“I truly believe we can solve these 
problems ourselves if we work 
together and keep our eyes fixed on 
the future.”

Susan Lancho, external and 
government affairs manager at 
Kentucky American Water, said 
the company is still interested in 

discussing the possibility of buying 
the system.

If Midway decided to repair the 
whole system, it would cost $8.4 
million and the average users of 
the water system would pay an 
additional $26 a month, according 
to engineers’ estimates. If Midway 
decided to only repair priority 
lines, the cost would be $1.8 mil-
lion, which would increase a typical 
water user’s bills by $5.62. 

Vandegrift said that if he is elect-
ed, he would form a committee of 
elected officials and residents to 
begin work on a 10- or 15- year 
plan to complete renovations. 

Turner said her plan “is to con-
tinue repairing the water lines in 
Midway, according to the priority 
list determined by the task force.”

By Miranda Sergent

Tussey leads athletics



With more events than ever, Mid-
way will again be one of the busiest 
places in 2014.

In May, the Francisco’s Farm 
Arts Festival returned to Midway 
College after three years at Equus 
Run Vineyards. It also was held 
five weeks earlier than last year, to 
avoid the heat.

The changes appeared to resonate 
positively with festival-goers and 
artists alike. “Last year, people were 
more focused on finding shade 
than looking at the art,” one passer-
by said to an artist.

“I like the festival in this spot bet-
ter,” said Cremeans, a photographer 
and artist J. Bird from Huntington, 
W. Va.  “It’s more accessible for vis-
itors. . . . The parking is better.”

Sally Kinnaird, a festival volun-
teer since the festival’s inception 
in 2004, said the biggest problem 
with being away from the college 
was the lack of community. “The 
worst part of Eqqus was that the 
town of Midway wasn’t connected,” 
she said. “The festival was losing 
community support.”

But she was grateful that the 
vineyard was available when the 
festival needed a new site after 
a disagreement with the college. 
“Thank goodness for Equus letting 
us continue over there … otherwise 
the festival would have died.”

Since Dr. John Marsden became 
president of the college a little over 
two years ago, one of his goals has 
been to work more closely with the 
town of Midway.

During setup, a wind gust dam-
aged the poles of an artist’s tent. 
Volunteers, including the pres-
ident’s wife, Margaret Marsden, 
managed to get the tent to a nearby 
workshop and had the poles rebuilt 
within an hour.

“It was a very exciting day, said 
Melissa Oesch, an artist who makes 
leatherbound books. “It’s lucky 

that the mishap happened here 
as opposed to anywhere else or a 
random place. The volunteers were 
amazing.” 

Combs said, “One of my favorite 
aspects are the people who volun-
teer. The atmosphere is really good 
here.”

THE YEAR’S EVENTS began 
with the renaissance of an old 
treasure in Midway, the Beaten Bis-
cuit Workshop, April 5 at Midway 
Christian Church. The workshop, 
put on by the Midway Nursing 
Home Task Force and sponsored by 
Holly Hill Inn and Weisenberger 
Mill, included demonstrations by 
Midway’s “master beaten biscuit 
maker,” Charles Logan.

The biggest annual event in Mid-
way is the Fall Festival, which is set 
for Sept. 20-21 this year, but this 
year’s calendar will have another 
fall event  that organizers hope will 
also be big.

Merchants discuss events
Rentch announced at the Midway 

Merchants Association meeting 
in March that that she is reviving, 
revising and moving her annual 
quilt show, which wasn’t held last 
year. It will be held at Midway 
College Nov.14-15, instead of the 
Old Depot restaurant building at 
the start of the Christmas season, 
and will have two segments: a quilt 
registry where older quilts will be 
photographed, documented and 
archived, and the actual show. 

In the past, the event was called 
Homeplace Day because it was a 
fund-raiser for The Homeplace 
at Midway, and it will continue to 
benefit the senior-living commu-
nity being built across Stephens 
Street from the college. 

They hope the show will become 
a regional attraction and bring 
business to downtown Midway, 
with restaurants providing tradi-
tional Kentucky menus and local 
businesses displaying quilts to uni-

Lots to do in Midway in 2014
By Brian Bouhl and Dylan Russell
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May 17-18
Francisco’s 

Farm
Sept. 20-21
Midway 

Fall Festival
Nov. 14-15
Midway 

Quilt Show

fy the theme throughout the city. 
The changes should “make it 

more of an event” and encourage 
participation, Rentch said, but add-
ed that getting people involved is 
the key to success: “The main thing 
is to go find quilts and find people 
we can engage in the process. That’s 
the most fun.”

Some merchants volunteered to 
participate, including Peggy Angel 
and Grayson Vandegrift.

Donna Hecker, general manager 
of the Holly Hill Inn, announced 
that the restaurant will be included 
in this year’s Lexington Restaurant 
Week, July 24 through Aug. 2. It is 
the first representative from Mid-
way, and the only one this year, 
but the merchants discussed using 
it to their advantage. Vandegrift 
said other restaurants and Midway 
businesses should expect some 
overflow business from the crowds 
that week. “It’s a good way to draw 
people in,” said Merchants Associa-
tion President Edwin Rye.

Caleb Oakley and Darius Owens 
contributed to this report.



This is the first print edition of the 
Midway Messenger, made possible by:

Holly Hill Inn 
Midway School Bakery 

Wallace Station

Heirloom

Airdrie Stud

Tracy Farmer 
  
The Messenger also appears at www.

midwaymessenger.org, at right, a site 
with largely timeless news; and our 
blog, midwayky.blogspot.com, below.


