
Winter 2017-18

The Midway City Council eased into its crackdown 
on owners of abandoned and dilapidated property 
at meetings on Oct. 16 and Nov. 1, postponing 
passage of two ordinances but indicating no outright 
opposition after picking through several provisions.

"There's a whole lot we don't understand," Council 
Member John McDaniel said at the start of the Oct. 
16 meeting, suggesting that the ordinances be tabled 
and saying he had a majority to do that. But Council 
Member Libby Warfield said she wanted to discuss 
the proposals, so the council and Mayor Grayson 
Vandegrift did just that.

Warfield took issue with the existing language that 
targets inoperable vehicles left on property for more 
than 10 days, saying it didn't seem fair to go after 
people who might be having temporary car trouble 
and ignore the junk around certain businesses. City 
Attorney Phil Moloney said he would look into the 
issue.

Moloney cleared up one bit of confusion by saying 
that the proposed new ordinance to create a Code 
Enforcement Board has one section of red, underlined 
language (which usually indicates an amendment) 
because it refers to two other ordinances.

Council slows crackdown on blighted property

By Katia Davis, Destiny Butler and Sarah Landers
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media 

 Neighbors of the Weisenberger Mill bridge, who 
wanted it to remain one lane for safety and historic 
reasons, appear to have won their years-long battle.

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet said it would 
“move forward with an alternative plan that re-uses 
some elements of the existing structure” and that the 
plan would be a “long-term solution to re-opening 
the roadway.”

Assistant City Clerk Sonya Conner told Midway 
officials in an email, "They are going to build a sin-
gle-lane bridge over the existing space and re-build 
the abutments."

The bridge over South Elkhorn Creek has been 
closed since July 1, 2016, due to steel infrastructure 
problems caused by trucks violating a weight limit 

Mill bridge to be 
replaced, keeping 
it only one lane 

-Continued on back page-

-Continued on Page 2-

INSIDE
Council OKs pay raise . . Page 3  
Mayor's annual report . . . . . .  4
Police costs going up . . . . . . . . . 5

Sam Shepard 
lived and died in 
Midway . . .  6-7
Industrial plants 
open in Midway 
Station . . . . . . 8
Fall Festival was 
largest ever . .  9

Midway Woman's Club wins 
Community Spirit Award . . .  10
Peace in the Park . . . . . . . . . . 11

The Weisenberger Mill bridge has been closed for more than a year as its replacement has been debated.

midwayky.blogspot.com



The Midway Messenger is published by the Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues in the 
School of Journalism and Media, part of the College of Communication and Information at the University of 
Kentucky.  A print edition is produced each semester. More stories appear only online, at http://midwayky.
blogspot.com. Stories of continuing interest appear at www.MidwayMessenger.org. Staff members are 
students in community journalism classes taught by Associate Extension Professor Al Cross, director 
of the Institute. Contact him at Al.Cross@uky.edu, 859-257-3744 or on Twitter @ruralj.  Staff members 
contributing to this edition were Destiny Butler, Katia Davis, Austyn Gaffney, Tre Lyerly, Sarah Landers, 
and Tanquarae McCadney. Lyerly, a senior journalism major from Raleigh, North Carolina, was the news 
editor. PRINTING OF THIS EDITION WAS SPONSORED BY LIBBY AND BRERETON JONES.

Midway Messenger

The proposed ordinance says 
members of the board are not to 
be compensated, but Moloney 
suggested that the council 
consider compensation because 
"It might be difficult to get 
people to serve."

The board will have the 
power to declare a property 
abandoned, raising its tax rate 
to 75 cents per $100 from the 
current rate of approximately 
10 cents per $100. Moloney said 
the tax is a device to encourage 
people to keep up their 
property.

The proposal's schedule of 
fines rage from $10 to $1,000, 

depending on the nature of 
the violation and whether it is 
contested. "Some of those fines 
look like they're awful light," 
Council Member Steve Simoff 
said. To that, McDaniel smiled 
and gave a thumbs-up.

At the Nov. 1 meeting, the 
council went through the plan 
with Moloney and decided to 
give property owners 10 days 
to remedy violations instead of 
five, which was first proposed.

Vandegrift said he would work 
with Moloney to revise the draft 
and bring a new version to the 
council after the first of the year.

Council debating blight

City officials say this house at the northwest corner of Higgins
and Turner Streets has been abandoned for almost 60 years.

-Continued from Page 1-

Cutting the ribbon: Council Member Bruce Southworth; David
Huff, director of energy efficiency and emerging technologies for

KU and LG&E; Mayor Grayson Vandegrift; council members John
McDaniel and Sarah Hicks; Woodford Forward CEO Chase Milner.

Car-charging station is open
Kentucky Utilities representatives 

and Midway city officials unveiled 
KU’s charging station for electric 
vehicles Dec. 7 in the far corner of 
the parking lot behind City Hall.

The City Council agreed in 
July to reserve two spaces at the 
back corner of the parking lot for 
the charging station, which was 
installed at no cost to the city. 
Mayor Grayson Vandegrift said 
then that KU had picked Midway 
to be one of 20 towns with such 
stations, which charge $3.28 per 
hour.

Council Member Sara Hicks, 
who had pushed the idea, said at 
the July meeting it would attract 
new visitors to town and generate 
business because "They'll have to 
sit around for an hour" while their 
vehicles charge. 

Nonprofit Woodford Forward 
took part in the ceremony. Its chief 
executive officer, Chase Milner, 
"initiated outreach with KU and 
the mayor of Midway this spring in 
seeking to cultivate a private/public 
EV partnership opportunity," the 
group said in a news release.



On 5-1 vote, council approved big pay raises for 
council and mayor who will be elected next fall
By Destiny Butler, Sarah 
Landers, Katia Davis, Tre Lyerly 
and Tanquarae McCadney
University of Kentucky School of Journalism 
and Media

After months of discussion, the 
Midway City Council voted in a 
September meeting to increase the 
pay of council members and the 
mayor elected next year.

Effective Jan. 1, 2019, the 
mayor’s pay will increase from 
$100 to $1,400 per month while 
council members’ pay will increase 
from $50 to $200 per month.

The ordinance passed 5-1, with 
Libby Warfield voting no. 

Warfield said afterward that 
the raise is drastic. Comparing 
Midway to similar towns in 
Kentucky, she found that Midway 
officials make much less than their 
counterparts, but those elected 
next year will make more than 
average.

Other council members said 
Midway is growing and so will the 
responsibilities of the mayor and 
council, and the salaries had not 
been raised for 30 years.

In spring, council members 
proposed salary increases in order 
to more accurately reflect the 
duties coming with each position, 
saying raises were long overdue.

After several months of 
negotiations, on Aug. 7, the 
council voted 4-2 against monthly 
salaries of $1,000 for the mayor 
and $400 for each council 
member. Council Member Kaye 
Nita Gallagher suggested then that 
the council get a lesser increase 
and the mayor get a larger one.
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Gallagher

SimoffSouthworth Warfield

The council held a special 
meeting Aug. 24 to discuss the 
issue, and agreed to consider an 
ordinance that would pay council 
members $200 per month and the 
mayor $1,400 per month. 

No journalists attended the Aug. 
24 meeting, but a tape recording 
of it is available at City Hall. 

Asked how they came to 
agreement, council members and 
the mayor said it came down to a 
numerical compromise.

Vandegrift said, “They compared 
the size of our city, how much we 
make on an annual basis, how 
long it takes me to do my job, how 
long it takes to do their job, and 
after batting around a few ideas, 
they settled on those numbers.”

Gallagher said, "Steve 
[Simoff] and I had one number. 
Bruce [Southworth] and John 
[McDaniel] had another set of 
numbers. Sara [Hicks] agreed 
with, well, basically we all just 
decided to meet in the middle."

McDaniel said, “Now the mayor 
has a whole lot more to do with 
new developments, it’s time to 
bring things up to date.” 

He cited figures gathered by 
Warfield from the Kentucky 
League of Cities, showing that six 
towns in Kentucky similar to the 
size of Midway average paying 
their mayors $6,000 and council 
members $1,900 a year.

Hicks said at an August 
meeting that there are "significant 
differences" between Midway and 
those towns, including income. 
She said Midway's median income 

is $53,874, and the next highest 
income among the group is in 
Bloomfield, at $39,196. She said 
Midway's income is "significantly 
above the state levels, but all the 
other cities were below the state 
levels."

Hicks also noted the town's 
proximity to interstate highways 
and much larger towns, and said 
"We are the only city of our size 
that has a university." She said 
much of the income in the other 
comparable towns "comes from 

manufacturing or extraction."
Southworth, a retired Midway 

and Versailles city official, said "I 
don't do this for the money. That's 
not the reason I'm here. It don't 
really make any difference to me."

City to seek citizens' input: 
The mayor and council plan 
to survey residents about their 
needs and wants, and ask 
about the possibility of creating 
neighborhood associations in 
the town. For s story on the 
associations idea, see Page 12..

Hicks McDaniel
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Mayor Grayson Vandegrift delivered the follow-
ing annual report at the Dec. 4 meeting of the 
Midway City Council.
    It’s easy for many of us – at least I know it is 
for me – to go through life as though Midway 
is the center of our universe. For me and you, 
in so many ways, it is the center, and so I think 
you’ll forgive me for speaking in such terms. 
Developments in recent years have been ex-
tremely encouraging, and now we are seeing 
the fruit of generations of care that has given 
us a better right than most to lay our claim that 
we are the greatest small city in the Common-
wealth of Kentucky.
    More specifically, our general fund is very 
healthy, our debts are rapidly being paid down, 
and there is no need to raise any city taxes 
anytime in the near or remote future. In each of 
the last two years we have lowered property tax 
rates, and come budget time, I’ll be proposing 
we lower them once again.
    In financial terms, the reason for our stability 
is no secret. In fact, the entire Bluegrass Region 
knows that Midway is open for business. As I 
stated previously, the added payroll taxes gener-
ated by American Howa Kentucky, now in full 
production, have begun flowing into our city 
coffers, and with the end of the 4th quarter of 
2017 approaching, we will soon begin to collect 
the significant revenue that Lakeshore Learning 
Materials is generating, and of which we have 
all been long awaiting.
    Midway University, also a significant con-
tributor of occupational tax revenue, is thriv-
ing. Now co-ed, their enrollment numbers are 
climbing, and nothing but good news is coming 
from 512 E. Stephens Street. The Homeplace 
at Midway is an enormous sense of pride, a 
significant employer, and it continues to win 
accolades for their superb service to the wisest 
of our citizens.
    Downtown is as vibrant as ever. Three new 
restaurants have opened in the past year alone, 
bringing our downtown dining options to an 
impressive eight, and new shops continue to 
relocate here from Lexington. The downtown 

business district has organically been expand-
ing from Main Street onto North Gratz, stretch-
ing towards our continuously improving Walter 
Bradley Park.
    A rejuvenated Midway Merchants Associa-
tion has created new and successful events that 
have delighted local businesses, residents and 
visitors. Midsummer Nights in Midway had 
a terrific sophomore season, and the Midway 
Fall Festival brought in the largest crowds the 
43-year-old event has ever seen. Francisco’s 
Farm Arts Festival continues to improve, and 
creates a midsummer boost of its own to down-
town shops and restaurants. We should con-
tinue to support and encourage these efforts, 
providing these non-profit organizations the 
atmosphere – and the autonomy – they need 
to succeed. I challenge the Midway Merchants 
Association, in particular, to have it so there is 
at least one event in each month of the year, so 
as to give local merchants much needed support 
to get them through the tougher times.
    As a government, we’ve shown that we can 
accomplish tasks that have seemed elusive to 
the city for many years. The success at Midway 
Station, the resolution of inconsistent cemetery 
regulation, and the public-private collabora-
tions that led to the repair of highly trafficked 
sidewalks have proven that like our citizens, our 
government can accomplish anything we set 
our minds to. Our next challenge will be pass-
ing and enforcing a new Property Maintenance 
Code ordinance that will ensure that diligent 
property owners are not burdened by careless 
neighbors, and that renters in our city never 
have to suffer the negligence of bad landlords.
   We’ve also made important tune-ups to our 
wastewater treatment plant in hopes that we can 
extend its lifespan for another decade. In 2018, 
we will finally pay off the old wastewater treat-
ment plant. We should then consider having the 
plant appraised, deemed surplus property, and 
put up for public bid. We are currently plan-
ning improvements to some of our worst storm 
sewers, and will be paving more roadways in 
the spring.

    With all of the positive news we’ve become 
accustomed to, we still have many challenges. 
As I’ve said before in previous annual reports, 
we can’t take our eye off of needed improve-
ments to old water and sewer lines. Currently, 
we are making repairs in small doses, and this 
policy will need to continue until we have paid 
off our current debts, because no matter how 
much new revenue we have or are still to create, 
the expense of such projects will still most likely 
involve borrowing money.
    Despite the change in fortunes the city has 
seen at Midway Station, many challenges there 
still await us. Nothing worries me more at the 
moment in our mercurial industrial park than 
the fate of the roads. It is clear now that there 
can be no guarantee that any private developer 
will pay for the cost of the needed finishing coat 
on the roadways there. At the same time, I don’t 
see any reason why we as a city should accept 
into our possession any road at Midway Station 
in its current condition.
    One solution is to continue to push for a 
rezoning of the 61 acres on the east end of the 
park from residential back to industrial. Aside 
from the increased revenue this would generate, 
it could also allow for the complete removal of 
those inadequate roads in that portion of the 
park.
    All of our problems, however, are solvable; 
most cities would gladly trade their main issues 
for ours. If a community works together, and 
everyone’s light is allowed to shine, then they 
possess a formula for success.
    In summary, our local economy is booming, 
our citizens are engaged, and our accomplish-
ments can easily be seen. Despite our challeng-
es, it’s abundantly clear that our city is flour-
ishing, and the opportunities we have are only 
bounded by our own imaginations. I have never 
been more optimistic  about our city’s future 
than I am right now. Like the classic children’s 
story about a little engine that could achieve 
what others believed impossible, we are the 
“little city that could,” because we think we can 
… we think we can … we think we can …

Mayor sees much progress, several challenges in annual report 
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Midway to pay 
Versailles more 
for police
By Katia Davis
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media

     Starting in July 2018, Midway will 
pay Versailles more for police services 
than it does now, but the amount has 
not been agreed on.    
    On Sept. 21, Versailles Mayor Brian 
Traugott and Police Chief James Fugate 
proposed a price of $173,674 a year, a 
73.7 percent increase from this year.
    That figure was 4.5 percent of the 
budget of the Versailles police, which 
patrol all of Woodford County.
    City Council Member Bruce South-
worth, chair of the Public Works and 
Services Committee, reported to the 
council in an October meeting that 
Versailles had lowered its proposed 
price to $165,325 a year, or 4.25 per-
cent of Versailles’ current police bud-
get.
    Midway has 7 percent of the coun-
ty’s population, but Midway residents 
also pay county taxes, and that should 
be taken into account, Midway May-
or Grayson Vandegrift said after the 
meeting. He said county officials have 
not explained what Midway will get for 
its county taxes.
    “We see less and less services all the 
time and the county asking us for more 
and more money,” Vandegrift said.
    As for the new proposal, Vandegrift 
said, “I think that we can agree, I think, 
something close to that, but we’re gon-
na have to have some increase in ser-
vices to come with it, because we were 
paying $16,000 four years ago, now 
we’re paying $100,000. I don’t know 
how we can justify to our citizens that 
they’ve got this type of increase with-
out some kind of increase in services.”
    Vandegrift noted that there is plenty 
of time to conclude negotiations. The 
new contract would be for four years 
and start July 1, 2018.

At the Nov. 6 City Council meeting, Mayor Grayson Vandegrift criticized the employee "cut in pay" in the 
legislative proposal to save state pensions, and said the city should make up any cut enacted by the legisla-
ture. Vandegrift posed with city employees and his proclamation declaring “A Pension is a Promise Week.” 
(Photo courtesy of John McGary, The Woodford Sun)

By Katia Davis
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media
      More than a year before the mayoral election, 
Midway already has its first candidate.
    Mayor Grayson Vandegrift announced Oct. 17 
that he would run for re-election next year. The 
election will be in November 2018.
     “It’s something I probably thought I would do 
from the get-go,” Vandegrift told Midway Mes-
senger reporters. “I feel we’ve accomplished a lot 
over the last three years and I feel like there’s a lot 
left to do.”
     Vandegrift, 35, served one two-year term as a 
council member before being elected mayor in 
2014, defeating three-term council member Sha-
ron Turner. He has been Midway’s mayor since 
Jan. 1, 2015.
     “When I ran for mayor originally, one thing 
I said is that, you know, when it is all said and 
done, Midway, I think, should be considered the 

model for small cities,” Vandegrift said. “I think 
we are on our way there, but I think we still have 
some work to do. I feel like I’m the right person 
to keep the ship heading in that direction.”
     The filing deadline was once in January, but 
the council recently moved it to August. Vande-
grift was asked why he is announcing now.
     “I just figured, I’d made up my mind and there 
was really just no reason to wait,” he said, noting 
that some county offices already have candidates.
     On Sept. 18, the city council voted 5-1 to in-
crease the pay for the mayor and council mem-
bers elected next year. The mayor will get $1,400 
a month, not the current $100 a month.
    Vandegrift said the big pay raise did not effect 
his decision to run for mayor again.
    “They could’ve lowered it and I would’ve done 
it,” he said with a laugh. “I put a lot of time into 
this, and you do make sacrifices. I think it’s fair, 
to be honest with you, but it didn’t have any bear-

Vandegrift is running for a second term 

Continued on Page 10



By John McDaniel
Special to the Midway Messenger

Sam Shepard, noted Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright, author, screenwriter, director and 
Oscar-nominated actor, passed away at his farm near 
Midway, just across South Elkhorn Creek in Scott 
County. The family waited five days before letting the 
public know that he died from complications related 
to amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, commonly known as 
Lou Gehrig’s disease.

    Samuel Shepard Rogers III was born in the town 
of Fort Sheridan, Illinois, just north of Chicago, on 
Nov. 5, 1943. He died Thursday, July 27, at the age of 
73.

    A close friend of mine, after hearing of Shepard’s 
passing, sent me a text wanting to know if I had 
heard the news. My friend, a Shepard admirer, 
author of several books, and a filmmaker himself, 
knew that I often talked to Shepard, and on one 
occasion my friend sat down with us and discussed 
the ins and outs of their trade for an hour or two. I 
sent a text back saying I hadn’t heard that Sam had 
passed away. However, the news did not surprise me, 
because I had seen him out just a couple of months 
ago on Main Street, and saw how much different 
he looked from just a little over a year ago before 
he found out that he had ALS. Seeing him in his 
wheelchair, it was easy to surmise that his days left 
on this earth were few.

    After seven years or so, it’s going to be a little 
bit different not seeing Shepard in town anymore, 
hanging out on the downtown patios or squirreled 
away in back of one of the Midway restaurants, 
writing notes in his notebook or reading a book as 
he ate.

    I met Sam like I have met so many other people 
who have made their way through Midway. It was 
several years ago when I was sitting at the bar at 
The Black Tulip, now the Grey Goose, watching the 
women’s college fast-pitch playoffs on the TV above 
the bar, when this guy came in wearing boots, blue 
jeans, and a wild head of hair the wind had blown 
in every direction. He takes a seat beside me and 
orders a shot of Patron Tequila, says “hi,” looks up 
at the screen and questions why I liked watching 
women play fast-pitch softball. When I told him that 
was what was playing when I came in, he laughed. 
I said if he would rather watch something else, we 
could get the bartender to change the channel. He 
gulped down his shot of tequila and ordered another. 

I drank my Miller Lite, asked the bartender if she 
would change the TV to the horse-racing channel, so 
we watched races and talked about horses.  He said 
that he had some horses racing, but it was more like 
a hobby.

    He was friendly enough, but a bit reserved in 
his conversation, as I drank another Miller Lite and 
he did another shot of tequila. After finishing up I 
had to leave and said goodbye, and he replied that 
he would probably see me around again. Like I said, 
he wasn’t much on conversation, at least not that 
particular day. However, he was right; he did see 
me around again, and I later discovered that he was 
one of the most interesting conversationalists that I 
have ever had the pleasure of talking with. In fact, he 
turned out to be one of the most interesting people 

that I have ever known.
    I soon learned that this windswept, cowboy-

looking fellow was actually a movie star who had 
been nominated for an Academy Award for best 
supporting actor for playing test pilot Chuck Yeager 
in The Right Stuff. I was also informed that he had 
bought a farm and would be living just outside 
Midway. That was pretty neat, but I didn’t really 
know that much about the movies he had been in, 
or anything else about him, for that matter. To me, 
he was just somebody who had been in a movie; no 
big deal. After all, Star Trek’s William Shatner came 
around town a few times a year, so a movie person 
in Midway wasn’t unheard of. To me, people in 
movies and on TV were pretty much like everyone 
else, except most of them had more money than they 
knew what to do with. I was to find out later found 
out that Sam wasn’t like a lot of other movie people 
and wasn’t the stereotype movie celebrity.   

    After seeing him around town almost every day 
after our first meeting, I quickly discovered that he 
was without a doubt a curiosity, and it was comical 
to sit back and watch people’s reaction once they 
recognized who he was as he sat in corner booths of 
Midway’s restaurants. It was interesting how far out 
of the way women would walk to get a closer look, 
not looking where they were going, and bumping 
into chairs as they stared at him while making their 
way to the bathroom.

    One night when he was eating at Heirloom 
with Phil Gerrow of Midway, a contractor who did 
most of the work on Shepard’s home off Fishers Mill 
Road, a group of ladies at the front of the restaurant 
recognized Sam across the way and began giggling 
like a bunch of high-school teenagers who just got 
patted on the behind by the captain of the football 
team.  They would giggle some more, put their heads 
together, and plan their next course of action. Each 
one of the six made their way past his booth on the 
way to the bathroom, one at a time, and came back 
to the table verifying that the guy sitting in the booth 
was definitely the Sam Shepard.

    Henry Wombles, co-owner of the Heirloom 
at that time, and I sat at the bar laughing and 
wondering what it would be like to garner that much 
attention. After a while others in the restaurant 
recognized Sam, and the normal table chatter that 
filled the room dropped to a steady murmur, fingers 
began to point as heads shook in agreement, and 
people at the tables would wave their waitresses over 

Sam Shepard in Midway
The town honored his privacy, and he chose to spend his last days nearby

Shepard at the Sundance Film Festival in 2014.
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to have them confirm that the person sitting in 
the booth at the back of the restaurant was indeed 
Sam Shepard. That’s when people would begin to 
get up from their tables to head for the bathrooms, 
slowing down as they passed Sam’s booth.

    One night one lady, in a very nice-looking 
yellow dress, must have been on some serious 
diuretic pills or the Heirloom food was seriously 
disagreeing with her. Henry and I sat at the bar 
and counted nine round trips from her table to the 
bathroom and back again using the longest route 
possible so that she could walk close to Sam’s booth.  
That’s the way people acted when they visited 
Midway and recognized Sam Shepard at one of the 
restaurants in town and it happened every time he 
came to town.

    Shepard told the New York Times in 1994, “I 
still haven’t gotten over this thing of walking down 
the street and somebody recognizes you because 
you’ve been in a movie, there is an illusion that 
movie stars only exist in a movie. And to see one 
live is like seeing a leopard let out of the zoo.”

    I think a lot of people were intimidated by 
Shepard. Though they were excited to see him 
in the flesh, it was very seldom that onlookers 
would actually stop to ask him for an autograph; 
most would just stare at him. Midway residents 
would smile and speak but, I only knew a few 

who ever bothered him for a picture or autograph. 
Townspeople made it a point to respect his privacy, 
and I believe that is why he liked Midway so much.

    Every once in a while, someone would gather 
up enough nerve to ask for an autograph, or 
ask if he would have a picture taken with them. 
Sometimes he would accommodate them with 
a great big smile, other times he would be very 
reluctant, and other times he would refuse and 
totally embarrass the person who dared to make 
such a request. Such refusals were mild compared 
to the tongue-lashing he gave people who would 
walk up and set off flashes from their camera into 
his face. He would remind them that he wasn’t 
some animal in the zoo.  Knowing that he couldn’t 
very well take their cameras away, he would warn 
them that he had better not see or hear about the 
picture appearing on Facebook or anywhere else. 
The violators would apologize, duck their head, and 
disappear as fast as they could.

    This was just the beginning of me getting 
to know Sam Shepard. Little did I know that we 
would later have many interesting talks, discussing 
politics, religion, horses, dogs, and probably a few 
subjects that Wikipedia has yet to research. The 
more I learned about him I discovered that he 
was more than just a face on a screen. I gained a 
respect for him as I learned more about the 40 plays 

he wrote, including “Buried Child,” which won 
the Pulitzer.  I discovered that he was a genuine 
cowboy and loved his quarter-horse cutting 
horses. I learned that he could play guitar and sing, 
and one night when he wanted to see inside the 
Thoroughbred Theater that my brother Jim and I 
ran, he saw my set of drums on the stage and asked 
if he could play them. I told him where I kept my 
drumsticks and he went on stage, sat and played 
drums until 2 a.m.

    There is no doubt that Sam Shepard was a 
very talented, complex and intelligent person. 
He could be rude, he could be funny, he could be 
compassionate, and he had days that he just didn’t 
give a damn. I liked him for a lot of reasons, but 
he won me over because during one of our talks 
he once told me that he really did like Midway and 
that it had such a quality that even he had a hard 
time finding the words to describe the area around 
here. Maybe that’s why he chose to spend his last 
days here.

John McDaniel is a member of the Midway 
City Council, the Midway correspondent for The 
Woodford Sun, and a former Midway and Woodford 
County police officer. He wrote this expanded version 
of his weekly Sun column at the request of the 
Midway Messenger.
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    Sam Shepard is the author of a just-released book 
about his fatal struggle with amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis, or Lou Gehrig’s disease. Spy of the First Person "is an 
unvarnished, intimate portrait of a man facing the end 
of his life, as he reflects on his past and observes how his 
own body has betrayed him," Alexandra Alter writes for 
The New York Times.
    "He had always been incredibly private, and he didn’t 
want to publicize his deteriorating health," Alter reports. 
"Few people apart from his family, closest friends and 
collaborators knew about his diagnosis." It was known 
among those in Midway who knew him, but as usual, 
they respected his privacy.
    "Shepard explored his condition through his writing 
in vivid, precise prose that transformed his worsening 
symptoms into something akin to poetry," Alter writes. 
"He wrote in notebooks at first, as he always had, but 
when his condition grew more grave and he could no 
longer control his hands, he dictated into a recorder" 
while sitting in the garden of his home near South 
Elkhorn Creek in Scott County. He got help from his 
longtime editor, LuAnn Walther, and his old friend, 

singer Patti Smith.
    “He was always a very private writer, and the fact that 
he was now having to involve his family in his process 
was not easy for him,” Walker Shepard, one of Shepard’s 
two sons, told Alter in an email. “I think it was a relief 
for him to work with Patti because she is not family.”
     Shepard's sisters, Sandy and Roxanne, "transcribed 
the tapes and gave the pages back to him to read over," 
Alter reports. Sandy Rogers told her, “His mind was like 
a steel trap. He would dictate for an hour and a half or 
two hours from the top to the bottom, and he would 
never change anything.”
    Alter writes, "One of the most moving moments 
in the book occurs before the story even begins. In a 
heart-rending inversion of a typical dedication page, 
where the author often thanks his or her family, 'Spy 
of the First Person' is dedicated to the author himself: 
“Sam’s children, Hannah, Walker and Jesse, would like 
to recognize their father’s life and work and the tremen-
dous effort he made to complete his final book.”
    The 96-page book is available at the Historic Midway 
Museum Store.

Shepard's last book is an intimate, precise portrait of his disease
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    Lakeshore Learning Materials 
made its first shipments in early 
November from its new Eastern 
U.S. distribution center in Mid-
way Station, Vice President Paul 
Chisholm said. 
    The company had said that it 
planned to have 120 employees 
working on the day of the first 

shipment; Chisholm said in a text 
message, "Our headcount is now 
in excess of 100 and will continue 
to increase as we start ramping up 
outbound volumes." 
    Lakeshore's state incentive pack-
age requires a $28.5 million invest-
ment to be completed by the end 
of the year and to reach a payroll 

of 262 by the end of 2021, with 
average wages and benefits totaling 
$19 an hour.
    Chisholm appeared before the 
city council in July to request an 
amendment to an ordinance from 
the county Planning and Zoning 
Commission that would allow the 
company to install a proportional-

ly sized sign to the center.
    Mayor Grayson Vandegrift said 
the size limit was 300 square feet, 
which "would be a dwarf sign on a 
five hundred thousand square-foot 
building." The change removed the 
limit but kept the maximum of one 
square foot of sign for each lineal 
foot of building frontage.

Lakeshore Learning Materials is in operation

   Tatsuro Ito, president of Howa 
Textile Industry Ltd., spoke at the 
June grand opening of the Amer-
ican Howa Kentucky auto-parts 
plant in Midway Station, which 
has been operating for several 
months. "We hope this plant will 
become a role-model plant among 
our American facilities," Ito said, 
after noting that the Japanese com-
pany has 36 plants in 13 countries.
    American Howa Kentucky Pres-
ident Mizuhiro Toki said "AHK 
is committed to being a good 
neighbor and building strong re-
lationships in the community." He 
expressed thanks to "the people of 
Woodford County for welcoming 
us into the community."
    The plant is building headliners, 
the inside roof covering, for au-
tomobiles produced at the Toyota 
plant in Georgetown. It has about 
70 workers now and will have 83 

by August, plant manager Chris 
Fortino (at far left in photo) said 
in an interview. He said he lives in 
Frankfort, is a native of Cleveland, 
and has worked for Howa for 11 
years and at all the company's U.S. 
facilities.
    Lindsey Ransdell of the state 

Economic Development Cabinet 
(seated next to the lectern) told the 
crowd, "Our automotive industry 
is what really drives our state," and 
said 100,000 Kentuckians work for 
foreign-owned businesses. She said 
AHK's decision to locate in Mid-
way Station spurred more growth, 

alluding to the larger Lakeshore 
Learning Materials distribution 
center that would later open next 
door.
    The company's name is pro-
nounced "Ho-wa" and it has a 
plant in Bowling Green.

Top officials of Japanese firm spoke at grand opening of 
American Howa Kentucky auto-parts plant in June

    Howa Textile Industry Ltd. President Tastsuro Ito spoke as company and state officials listened. 

The plant on Oct. 24, a few days before shipments began. 



    The 43rd annual Midway Fall Festival may well 
have been the largest ever.
    On Saturday, Sept. 16, the festival had about 
10,000 guests, Mayor Grayson Vandegrift said in an 
email the next day. “Yesterday was far and away the 
largest single day crowd in festival history,” he wrote.
    He said in a later email, "I think it's safe to say this 
was the largest ever. The crowd Sunday remained 
robust most of the day, and I couldn't find anyone 
who didn't agree that Saturday was the largest crowd 
they'd ever seen. The festival itself was the largest 
ever as well, though, with 160 vendors and the bank 
parking lot almost completely full of vendors (and 
customers.)”
    Vandegrift speculated Sunday that the large crowd 
could be because of the good weekend weather and 
good promotion by the festival committee, “especial-
ly on social media.”
    The weekend high was 83 degrees, just in time 
for the festival after several days of cool and rainy 
weather. Last year’s festival had some rain, but the 
weather was sunny and clear for this year.
    Vandegrift said something larger may be going on. 
“There's been a great buzz about Midway regionally 
and across the state it seems, even more so than usu-
al,” he wrote. “Talking to some folks from all over the 

state this week I heard a lot of words like ‘exciting,’ 
‘booming,’ and ‘energetic’ in describing the city, and I 
think that contributed.”
    Lisa Cissell of Versailles resident agreed that the 
festival was larger than usual.
    “Lots of people here today,” she said. “I think it 
might be one of the biggest crowds I’ve seen.” Cissell 
said she attends the festival every year.
    Another hint of the large number of festival-goers 
was parking. Cars were parked on the sides of South 
Winter Street just before Walnut Street, a 10-minute 
walk from the festival.
    Cissell said parking is “the only downfall. Because 
it’s so small and quaint, the parking is horrendous. 
It’s a little bit of a hike, but we are here because it is 
worth it.”
    Cissell said she parked on West Stephens Street, an 
eight-minute walk from Main Street.
    Vandegrift said in his Sunday email that he heard 
“cars were backed up on the I-64 on-ramps yesterday, 
trying to get into town.”
    The Evans Orchard and Cider Mill train gave rides.
    Paid parking was near the event for $5. The 
Sojourn City Church on Northside Drive, an 
eight-minute walk from Main Street, opened up its 
parking lot for free and offered festival guests water 

and restrooms.
    Reece White of Versailles agreed that the event was 
well worth having to park a short distance away.
    White said that between seeing old friends, the 
atmosphere, friendliness of Midway residents, and 
seeing what vendors are selling makes the event 
worthwhile. “It’s fun just to wander around and 
look,” he said.
    Cissell said her favorite vendor was West Sixth 
Brewery. White said he enjoyed the food trucks and 
the Crank & Boom ice-cream booth.
    “It’s just a lovely atmosphere and small enough that 
you feel like you can see everything within a day and 
have a good afternoon,” Cissell said. “We’ve had great 
weather.”
    There were 160 vendors, the largest number ever.
The festival welcomed guests and vendors from 
surrounding counties and states. About 160 vendors 
lined the streets, up from 150 last year, also helping 
make the festival one of the largest yet.
    Jim and Nancy Phillips of Jim and Nancy’s Hand-
made Baskets came from Jacksboro, Tennessee, about 
30 miles from the Kentucky line, for what Nancy 
Phillips thought was the eighth consecutive year. 
    “We used to do several shows in Kentucky, but 
since we’ve gotten older we’ve dropped a lot of our 
shows, but Midway is one of our favorites, so we keep 
coming back,” she said. “It’s a nice place and all of the 
people that put on the shows are always nice to you, 
that makes you wanna come back.”

Midway Fall Festival called largest ever
Story and photos by Katia Davis, University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media
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By Sarah Landers
University of Kentucky School of Journalism and Media
    The Midway Woman’s Club is this year’s 
winner of the Community Spirit Award from 
Midway University, honoring nearly a century of 
community involvement.
    This is the fourth year the award has been 
presented as part of the annual Day for Midway 
celebration to celebrate the close connection be-
tween Midway University and Woodford County. 
The university said it chose the Midway Woman’s 
Club for its long-term service to the Woodford 
community.
    The Woman’s Club has accomplished many 
volunteer projects and has supported count-
less efforts to benefit the county over the years, 
including the Midway Free Public Library, 
Northside Elementary School, Woodford County 
High School, and the Midway Fall Festival.
    "There is no other place like Midway and we're 
fortunate to have neighbors and community 
partners like the Midway Woman’s Club that are 
invested in our town and its possibilities," uni-
versity President John P. Marsden said in a press 
release for the Oct. 10 event. "We are pleased 
to be able to honor this worthy group and their 
giving spirit."
    The Woman’s Club was established by a group 
of 42 Midway women who first met in 1922 and 
adopted the slogan “For the Good of Our Com-
munity.”
    “That good over the years has included wrap-
ping surgical dressings during WWII, organizing 
a health education program for the county, sup-
porting local schools and students, and spon-
soring candidate forums for local and national 

Woman's Club wins Community Spirit Award from Midway University

ing on my decision.”
    The mayor once ran a restaurant on Main Street. He said 
he works part-time at Railroad Drug and cares for his son 
in the mornings. His wife Katie is a banker.
    Vandegrift said that if elected, he would continue to work 
on “paying down the water and sewer debt,” which would 
lower water and sewer bills for residents. 
    Asked to name his biggest achievement in office, he said 
it was the recruitment of Lakeshore Learning Materials, a 
supplier of preschool and elementary school educational 
materials, which says it will employ 262 people, making it 
by far Midway’s largest employer. “I worked very hard on 
Lakeshore,” he said, adding later, “I think they will have just 

as big of a community impact as Midway University.”
    Vandegrift said, “We’ve increased the city’s revenue, low-
ered property taxes each of the last two years, and absorbed 
a rate hike by Kentucky American Water so as not to pass 
it on to the consumer.  We’ve encouraged volunteerism, 
which among other things has led to the vast improvements 
of Walter Bradley Park. We’ve paved roads and launched 
a successful public/private sidewalk program. We’ve made 
upgrades to the Midway Volunteer Fire Department, begun 
water and sewer upgrades, and improved city properties 
and city services. We also amended our civil-rights code to 
include protections in housing, public accommodations, 
and employment for the LGBT community.”

Mayor is
running for 
re-election

-Continued from Page 5-

Midway University President John Marsden posed with club members.

elections,” Woman’s Club President Genie Graf 
said in an email.
    Some of the organization’s most popular re-
cent events include the Not-So-Scary Halloween 
Haunted House, an annual home and garden 
sale, and the annual Christmas decorations 
contest.
    The club hosts political forums, staffs the Kids 
Vote booth at elections, sponsors an annual 
scholarship for a Midway woman high-school 
graduate, and has speakers at its monthly meet-
ings, which are open to the public. Some recent 
speakers have included former Lt. Gov. Crit 
Luallen and minister-columnist-author Paul 
Prather.
    Not only has the club benefited the commu-
nity, the members gain from their involvement. 
Today, the club sustains around 30 active mem-

bers, club treasurer Katie Vandegrift said. Some 
members are new, and some have stayed with 
the organization for several decades.
    “The Midway Woman’s Club has been a gath-
ering place for Midway women,” Graf explained, 
“for women affiliated with Midway, where 
women find commonality, where we find we are 
not so different, where we can find friendship, 
where we find purpose in helping to support 
and build our community into a place that we 
are humbled to call home.”
    What’s next? The Woman’s Club looks for-
ward to hosting a new event, the Midway His-
toric House Tour, on June 3, 2018, Graf wrote: 
“We have five houses and a historic church on 
the tour, which we hope will become an annual 
event and fund-raiser that will allow the club to 
create more ‘good for our community’.”



Peace in the Park
 About 50 attended August gathering; many offer views on race and diversity
Story and photo by Sarah Landers
UK School of Journalism and Media
    
     About 50 Midway residents re-
sponded to Mayor Grayson Vande-
grift’s call of a meeting Sunday, Aug. 
27, in the recently opened quarry area 
at Walter Bradley Park, where the 
serene nook set the tone for a peace-
ful and unifying discussion on race 
and diversity. Many offered their own 
sentiments on how to make Midway a 
home to everyone.
    Vandegrift said in an interview 
before “Peace in the Park” that he 
was inspired by the recent violent 
white-supremacist protests in Charlot-
tesville, Va. In opening the meeting, he 
said Midway has an annual unifying 
celebration for the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday, but race isn’t discussed 
enough, and he believes it is the duty of 
political leaders to hold such events, to 
open the discussion on diversity.
    “Race is a moral issue, and I think 
we all have a moral obligation to do the 
right thing and to say the right thing,” 
he said.
    During the open discussion, Helen 
Rentch told the crowd that the num-
ber of African Americans in Midway 
has declined due to the job market 
and housing availability, a perspective 
on the issue that many may not have 
considered.
    With hundreds of jobs coming to 
Midway Station, Rentch said the town 
could be “in danger of becoming an 
exclusive little enclave,” instead of a 
place that all can enjoy. “I think the 
issue of housing is something we need 
to talk about if we want to become a 
diversified community,” she said.
    After the meeting, Vandegrift said 
Rentch’s comments were an interesting 
point that he would like to address 
further.
    The Rev. Dr. Sheila Harris, one of 
two scheduled speakers, asked the 
audience powerful questions in her 
opening. “When you see me standing 
here, do you see me as a person? Do 
you see me as an American? Do you 
see me as a woman?” she asked. “Or do 
you put a label on me, and say that I’m 
an African American female? What do 

you see?”
    Instead of moving forward, she said, 
it appears time is moving backward in 
regards to the issues of racism. “The 
time now is that we stop pushing it 
under the covers. The time now is that 
we stop just having the community 
gatherings and talk about it,” she said, 
calling for “action behind the words.”
    During the open discussion, Sally 
Kinnard recalled a conversation she 
had last year with an African Amer-
ican friend, in which they discussed 
what they could really do about race 
issues. “We all love each other and 
that’s fabulous, and then what do we do 
now?” she asked. “Do we have dinner 
together?”
    Kinnard asked how the community 
would respond if a hate group visited 
the town, and offered some entertain-
ing solutions. “I hear things like some-
body says, ‘We’re going to throw glitter 
on them, ’cause it’s really hard to get rid 
of glitter’,” she said, adding that staying 
home would be too passive.
    Kinnard said she wants communi-
ty members to think about how they 
could protect each other if that ever 
occurred in Midway. “I sort of say 
let’s leave that to Grayson,” she said, 
provoking more laughter, “but that we 
need to have community conversation 
around that, so that we’re not caught 

like Charlottesville was caught in a 
hateful situation that just deteriorated.”
    Angela King-Belleville also brought 
up questions, about how to effective-
ly denounce racism on social media. 
She also asked how she could be more 
expressive of her feelings.
    Liles Taylor opened a conversation 
on being an ally to minority com-
munities as a white man. Taylor said 
that “not being racist” is too low of a 
bar, and he wants the community to 
be more proactive and intentional in 
loving others.
    The other scheduled speaker besides 
Harris, also African American, was 
state Sen. Reginald Thomas, a Lexing-
ton Democrat who is running for Con-
gress. In a two-minute speech, he said 
of the events in Charlottesville, ”We 
thought those times were behind us.” 
But he added, “It’s gatherings like this 
that help lead us back, to a path for-
ward of togetherness. . . . We all have 
to have those conversations because 
we all have to understand that in the 
end, the only way that we are going to 
become a stronger, better nation, and a 
more cohesive community is when we 
come together as one and realize that 
fundamentally, we are the same.”
    Thomas also said the bounds of di-
versity can stretch to include language, 
gender, and LGBTQ populations.

    Two pastors from Midway shared 
stories of inspiration from Dr. Kevin 
Cosby, senior pastor of St. Stephen 
Church in Louisville, who visited 
Midway Baptist Church last year for a 
“Reconciliation Meal” and spoke about 
overcoming the culture of conflict 
from segregation.
    Steve Hadden, pastor of Midway 
Baptist, offered an opportunity for au-
dience members who wondered what 
they could do to help stand against 
racism. He said that on Sept. 11 at the 
Galt House, there will be a meeting 
with an emphasis on education in 
black colleges and universities, inspired 
by Cosby’s position as president of 
Simmons College of Kentucky. Next 
year, the meeting will cover economic 
empowerment.
    “What I’m learning is there can be 
no reconciliation without reparation,” 
Hadden said.
    Pastor Rick Smith of Second Chris-
tian Church shared one of his core val-
ues with the audience. He referenced 
Cosby’s eulogy of Muhammad Ali, 
saying forgiveness, truth, reparations, 
and reconciliation are all necessary 
steps to overcome conflict and heal 
from transgressions. Smith asked that 
community members raise their chil-
dren to be “strong advocates for their 
neighbors.”
    Sarah Wilson made a similar re-
quest. “I work with children on a 
fairly regular basis, and you would be 
shocked to hear some of the things that 
come out of their mouths,” she said. 
“They’re just repeating what they heard 
at home.”
    Wilson said that while it is difficult 
to change the opinion of adults, it is 
important to teach children to love 
their neighbors. “When you don’t 
think about what you’re saying in front 
of children, you’re going to cause some 
problems down the road,” she said.
    Vandegrift said after the meeting 
that he hopes to inquire more about 
ideas and concerns that Midway 
residents have about their community, 
and would like to continue the open 
discussions of diversity. Vandegrift also 
said he believes Midway could serve as 
an example to other communities.
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Many in the crowd remained in the park's quarry area to talk afterward.



that was reduced to 10 tons and 
finally to three tons.

The project has been delayed sev-
eral times, most recently for federal 
review of more detailed studies re-
quested by the State Historic Pres-
ervation Office and the Kentucky 
Heritage Council.

In 2016, the cabinet announced 
that the one-lane bridge would be 
replaced by a two-lane span, but the 
cabinet's release didn't address that 
change. It said "The proposed solu-
tion will fit within the context of the 
environment. It would also provide 
a structure that can be safely uti-
lized by both the public and emer-
gency management vehicles."

The bridge, built in the 1930s, has 
been a candidate for renovation or 
replacement since 2010. In 2014, 
the cabinet proposed to replace it 

with a two-lane bridge, but resi-
dents objected and the plan was 
delayed.

At various meetings over the 
years, residents have expressed con-
cern that a two-lane bridge would 
increase speeding, causing a hazard 
to other cars and pedestrians. Resi-
dents also expressed a liking toward 
keeping some historical elements 
of the bridge. But in May 2016, the 
cabinet said it would stick with its 
two-lane plan.

At a meeting in November 2016, 
Project Manager Ananias Calvin III 
said a two-lane bridge would be saf-
er than a one-lane span, and engi-
neers on the project had considered 
the traffic that would use the road—
including the semi-trailer trucks 
that were part of the reason for the 
bridge’s closure—when evaluating 

the safety standards the road would 
have to meet.

The cabinet said in September 
2016 that the replacement bridge 
would use the pony-truss design of 
the old bridge to retain some of its 
historical character. “The aesthet-
ics of that were important,” David 
Waldner, the cabinet’s director of 
environmental analysis, said in an 
interview then.

Calvin said in an interview in 
November that a new bridge would 
cost about $1.3 million, about 
double the cost of a standard bridge 
for the location. Rehabilitating the 
bridge would only extend its life 
another 20 years and will cost 40 to 
50 percent of a new bridge, which 
would last 75 to 100 years.

The bridge is in a historic district 
and is a favorite scenic spot, over-

looking the Weisenberger Mill dam. 
Its closure has kept some bicycle 
and foot races from the area, and 
shortly before the announcement 
Midway city officials agreed to urge 
the state to get going on the project.

Mayor Grayson Vandegrift said 
he is glad the cabinet decided to 
act after the long process. He said 
before the announcement that the 
bridge closure had caused detours 
and loss of business. “We needed 
them to do something,” he said 
Tuesday night.

The bridge crosses South Elkhorn 
Creek and connects Woodford and 
Scott counties. Woodford County 
has responsibility for it, but the 
state agreed to be responsible for its 
renovation or replacement in return 
for the county doing work on a state 
bridge at Millville several years ago.

Weisenberger Mill bridge to be replaced without adding a lane  -Continued from P.  
1-
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City to ask citizens about creating neighborhood associations
   The City of Midway plans to survey residents about their needs and wants, and ask about the possibility of creating neighborhood associations in the 
town.
   City Council Member Sara Hicks revealed plans for the survey Dec. 15, at an Events, Outreach and Tourism Committee meeting called to discuss the 
idea of neighborhood associations.
   "We are planning an outreach at the first of the year called 'All Aboard,' to find out what people in town are wanting from the city," Hicks said. The 
survey would be posted on the city's website and included with water-sewer bills.
   Hicks and the committee agreed to include in the survey a few questions about neighborhood associations, such as potential benefits and pitfalls, im-
provements they would like to see in their neighborhood, and what neighborhood residents consider themselves to be part of.
    Joyce Evans, a promoter of the neighborhood-association idea, said preliminary discussions have defined as many as eight neighborhoods and as few 
as five. She said drawing a map is "way down the road."
    Judy Offutt, another promoter of the concept, said initial discussions should focus not on boundaries, but "the social aspects of it and a way to get to 
know your neighbors. We've talked so often about people on our block who we don't even know."
    If the survey indicates sufficient interest, the next step could be a town meeting to discuss the concept. Council Member John McDaniel, who suggest-
ed a meeting, said it could be moderated by a Kentucky League of Cities staffer who moderated a town hall in Midway a few years ago.
   "You need the interaction," McDaniel said. "What Sara's talking about would give us some ammo, different things to be sure and cover at the meeting."
   Offutt said neighborhood associations would not be legal entities like homeowners' associations that enforce deed restrictions, levy dues and "tell you 
what color you're going to paint your house. . . . That's not what what we're talking about at all."
   She, Evans and council members said neighborhood associations could encourage neighbors to look out for each other, provide babysitting services, 
set up telephone trees for communication, provide assistance during natural disasters, and work on projects such as replacing old trees -- "just some-
thing that makes these neighborhoods get closer," Evans said.




