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Editorial 

Defunding Women's Health Care 
The numbers are in and they 

don't paint a pretty picture. The 
nonpartisan Congressional Bud­
get Office reported Monday that 
under the Republican plan to re­
peal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act, 14 million Americans 
would lose health care coverage 
next year. By 2026, an additional 
10 million would lose coverage. 

Even before these grim 
numbers were revealed, the 
adverse effects that the plan 
would have on access to health 
care by lower-income women 
were pretty obvious. That' s be­
cause the legislation includes a 
provision to cut off funding to 
Planned Parenthood. 

GOP lawmakers have tried 
for years to defund Planned Par­
enthood because abortions are 
performed at some of the orga­
nization's clinics. Federal funds 
are not used for these abortions, 
but Medicaid does reimburse the 
clinics for other services pro­
vided to low-income patients, 
such as cancer screenings, sexu­
ally transmitted disease testing 
and treatment and family plan­
rung. 

So, the end result of prevent­
ing federal funds in any form 
from going to Planned Parent­
hood would be to deny critical 
health services to lower-income 
wom:en. Anti-abortion advocates 
insist that these services can be 
attained at other health care fa­
cilities, but the truth of the mat­
ter is that no other provider of 
these kinds of services has .the 
infrastructure in place to reach 
as many lower-income women. 

Planned Parenthood has 650 
health t:'iti'lters throughout the 
United 'States, half of which are 
located in medically underserved 
areas. In the most recent year 

for which statistics are 
available, these cen­
ter_s provided services 
to 2.5 million people. 
Services rendered in­
cluded 270,000 Pap 
tests, 360,000 breast 
examinations and 4.2 
million tests and treat­
ments for STDs, in­
cluding more than 
650,000 HIV tests. 

Planned Parent­
hood's sex education 
programs reach 1. 5 
million young people 
each year, greatly con­
tributing to what is a 
40-year low in teen 
pregnancies. It's esti­
mated that contracep­
tive services provided 
by Planned Parent­
hood's clinics helped 
avert 578,681 unin­
tended pregnancies in 
the most recent year 
cited. 

SUPPORTERS of Planned Parenthood took part in a women's rights rally March 4 
in downtown Lexington outside the office of Del. Ben Cline, who sponsored a bill to 
withhold state funding from the organization. (Stephanie Mikels Blevins photo) 

In fact, only 3 per-
cent of what Planned 
Parenthood does is r~lated to 
abortion services. It follows that 
97 percent goes for other ser­
vices, including 34 percent for 
contraception and 42 percent for 
STD testing and treatment. 

· .Cutting off funding for 
Planned Parenthood would lead 
to a higher number of unwanted 
pregnancies and abortions be­
cause contraception would not 
be as widely available as it is 
now. Family planning is and 
should be a key component of 
health care. 

We understand the worries 
of the women who held a rally 
in downtown Lexington March 
3 that called attention to Del. 
Ben Cline's sponsorship of a 

bill during the most recent ses­
sion of the General Assem­
bly that would have defunded 
Planned Parenthood at the state 
level. Withholding funds from 
Planned Parenthood at the state 
or federal level won't stop abor­
tions but will imperil health care 
for lower-income women. 

We were especially encour­
aged by the wisdom shown by 
the high school students who or­
ganized and participated in the 
rally. These young women see 
clearly the connection between 
funding for Planned Parenthood 
and the availability of much­
needed health services. 

It is our hope that enough 
members of Congress see this 

connection too so that the provi­
sion to defund Planned Parent­
hood is deleted from the health 
care legislation being consid­
ered. We suggest that the archi­
tects of the GOP health care plan 
go back to the drawing board 
and figure out a way to improve, 
not gut, the ACA. Holding down 
costs and extending coverage to · 
as many Americans as possible 
should be the twin objectives of 
any attempt to reform our health 
care system. 

At the very least, any attempt 
at reform should seek to expand, 
not reduce, access to vital health 
care services for lower-income 
women. 

E-MAIL: editor@thenews-gazette.c 
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75 YearsAg1 
March 12, 1942 

All local mercha1 
and business owners, 
well as householde 
are forbidden to ke 
lights burning at nig 
unless someone is pn 
ent to immediately tu 
them off in case of 
blackout. Also, a pn 
tice blackout has be 
set for March 20 a.ti 
8 p.m. The signal J 

the blackout will be 
two-minute blowing 
the fire siren in varyi 
pitch. 

Nearly $110,000 v. 
spent on the seconda 
road system in Roe 
bridge last year. M< 
of the road system, cc 
sisting of 564.91 mil 
of road, is now ha1 
paved and in excell( 
condition. There is n< 
no such thing as g, 
ting stuck in the mud 
Rockbridge, accordi 
to a report by the re 
dent engineer. 

50 YearsAg1 

March 15, 1967 
The Board of Sup, 

visors keeps the sax 
tax rate as last year 1 
cuts the school budi 
by $50,000. In an t 

precedented move, t 
supervisors also det 
the specific cuts ~~ 
made in school sp'er 
ing. 

Rockbridge Cour 
is in the district of t 
new Dabney S. L2 
caster Community 0 
lege in Clifton Forge. 




