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Can ihe Christian OOSBQ Board of

* the first leg of Hopkinsville’s rail-trail

Pardue Lane? That’s a guestion the

" | health hoard will need to answer after
’ hearing a recommendation from its di-
T pector, Mark Pyle, io provide the meney

. Health justify spending $100,000 from its .
|+ $2.4 million reserve fund to help complete

- plementation of the Patient Protection
- and Affordahle Care Act, so the health

request when the hoard has a retreat
meeting in the coming weeks.
" ing to raise $400,000 to help pay for the
“- Pyle’s proposal to-use health depart-
_ sense for several reasons.

care. This proposal shows that Pyle is

‘| " thinking about ways to improve the com-
munity’s health with programs that head
off chronic medical problems before they

- 1and on the health department’s front

health. :
Second, $100,000 represents approxi-

. is not irresponsible or extravagant.

will be a one-iime expenditure. Unlike

impact on the health board’s budget.

lower than Christian Coumnty for infra-

.the first construction phase.

gency that supports the project forits
recreational possibilities.

ence on the health of local residents.

cally responsible.

- board is wise to take some time 0 study

+ the impactof a rail-trail grant to the city.
* The hoard’s chairman, at a meeting Mon-
day, said he wants to talk more about the

first phase of the recreational rail-trail.

ment money for the project makes good -

_ steps. Thousands of people with a wide

mately 4 percent of the health depart: -
ment’s reserve fund. That’s manageable It

Third, a health grant for the rail-trail

salaries and treatment prograins that
have recurring expenses, this expense has
a long-term benefit with a single payment.
That is the key to gauging the financial

Kemp, in his comments to the health .
board, cited a 2012 state study that shows
only four of Kentucky’s 120 couniies H.m,sw -

structure that promotes healthy living.

. - The design phase of the Hopkinsville
railtrail is complete. Most of the trail its
will follow the path of the old U.S.-Army
railroad bed, Bids are being gathered for .

All of this comes after morethan 10 -
years of pushing, prodding, begging and -
cheerleading from alarge local contin-

The railtrail will have a positive influ-

. That’s what the health board must con-
sider in the funding reguest. It’s the right
move for the health board. It supports the
health department’s mission, and it is fis-

project from the North Drive trailhead to

' to'city government. - .

© No health department in Kentucky can

- ignore the financial - o

- challengesthat . QUR OPIHEON,
| await with the im- - b

. Mayor Dan Kemp and Chamber of Com-"
meree President Carter Hendricks are try-

First, it’s a preventative form of health’

- range of athletic ahility and mobility will
 be able to use the raji-irail for walking, |
. running and bicycling. Pyle’s requestis a
bold move to improve the community’s

‘Kentucky New Era editorials are the consensus
opinien of the editorial boatd, which meets every
weekand includes Publisher TaylorW. Hayes, Opin-
ion Editor Jennifer P. Brown and Editor Eli Pace. -

Today is Wednesday, Jar, 30, the 30th day of 2013.

There are 335 days leftin the year.

In 1649, England’s King Charles | was beheaded.

1 e e el 1 1CE RAARAr wiac lannchad

TROM HERE,
[ suRnmD |
LW
\ MALEoRFERAS/

7111928, when Al Smith and Her--
 hert Hoover were candidates for
J president, I was 8 vears old, butl -
already had a strong single interest,
in the outcome of the election.
Smith was a “wet” who wanted tore-
pealthe 18ih
amendment and
vestore the legal
‘sale of alcohol. T
had seen my fa-
ther creeping
steadily into alco-
holism, and T
mﬂoﬁmﬁ Hmmmmﬁ
inking would y

hasten his jour- TOBY

ney toafullalco-  HIGHTOWER 32
heiic. Bothmy )

parents were strong supporters of
Smith, so [keptmy thoughts to my-
self. But I was never quite in agree-
ment with my parent’spolitical -
choices.
* WhenIwas first old enough to
. vote, I was overseas and had no op-
portunity to cast a ballot. When -
Franklin Roosevelt died and Harry
Trutban became president, my com-
pany commander gave me materials
to read and assigned to me the task -
of anon-political presentation of
the biography of Truman to our
company of troops. When1 returned
from the war, my first presidential
vote was for Truman. ITnext voted -
for Eisenhower, but not hecause I
disliked Stevenson.
- I'went with Richard Nixon over
John Kennedy, probably because of
some prejuice against Kennedy's
father’s anti-British stand and his
father’s opposition to World War 1.

I voted for Jolinson over Barry

Goldwater because the press had led
me to believe that Goldwater was a
‘macdman ready to start World War

T Lyndon B. Johnson did almost -
exactly what Goldwater had prom-
jsed todo. .

I greatly respecied Gerald Ford,
but I accepted the media evaluation
of ‘him as somewhat slow witted and
voted for Jimmy Carter, to the bewil-
derment of all my family.

Tord was clearly given a hatchet
job by the press. Ichose Ronald Rea-
gan in the next election. I voted one
time for Bill Clinton and one time
against him. I voted for both the
Bushes. I voted once for John Mc-
Cain and then for Barack Obama.

In Jooking back, I Gonot yet know
whether miy choices were good or
bad. By today’s standards, Truman
would clearly be a racist from the con-
taxt of his remarks that blackbirds
and hiuebirds-do not mix, and John-
son would qualify as a racist by his
“NMartin Luther Coon” comments.

Looking back over the glate, I can
see why we have learned to hate
whilebeing very careful to hide the

. hate. T.do not see Obama as abad. «

president butIdoseehimasaman
little inclined to compromise and
much inclined to have his own way.
All of our presidents have been
flawed in some way, and that is why I
am very concerned that we seem to
be driffing more and more into-m- -
perial presidency on both sides of
the barricade. I want to keep the
three branches of our government
gtrong, and I hope to see a survival

of thetwo-party system, but even in

~ retrospect, I do not know how I
should have voted.

TORY HIGHTOWER is a refired educator and former Hop-

. Linsville High Schoo! teacher His email address s-

{obyhigh@ontiercom. Write o himat 222 5, 25th St Apart-

tent 434, Terre Haute, IN 47803,

Congress urged to addresshow

sequestration hits ﬁ%é budget ‘_

- The Editor, New Era,

- Tiis important for members of

- Congress to know they are risking

. our national security by failingto

. address, in a timely manner, the fis-
cal needs of our defense forces. Re-
cently, Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Ray Odjerno spoke at the Associa-
tion of the United States Army’s
Janunary Institute of Land Warfare
breakfast in Washington, D.C., and
his message was clear — our nation-
al secuirity is at risk because of the
fiscal nncertainty that we face today.

The numbers are sobering — $6

hillion shortfall for fiscal year 2013
in Army operation and mainte-

-pance accounts because Congress

freezing civilian hiring, potential

furioughing of existing employees._

and laying off temporary workers.

The bottom line is that training and
. therefore readiness will suffer. He

- described Army end strength redue--

" tiohs to $490,000 that will oceur re-
gardless and said that if sequestra-
fion triegers, the number of troops
could further dip. .

- What the Army needs most, the: -
general stressed, is some budget pre-
dictability through several years so

“end strength, modernization and

- readiness can be carefulily balanced

and 2 hollow forced avoided.
AUSA has been urging Congress
to solve the sequestration puzzie.
quickly and we continue to high-
Tight the significant dangers posed
by sequestration and the repeated
- w1ea nf eentinning rasolutions to

=2

# g ore than perhaps anyone else in

o America, David Blankenhorn p
% isonifies the struggle so many hs
experienced over same-5ex marriage.

First hie was agnostic, then he was
against it, now he’s for it.

This is to say that Blankenhorn —:
long-standing opponent of saie-sex:
riage — has shifted his energies to sa
the institution of marriage, regardle
whom one chooses as a maie.

Tf yow're unfamiliar with, Blanken!

. it is because he hasn’ been barkingl
. sitions on television the way so main;

logues do. And this may be because I
not strictly an ideologue , .
bzt one of those rare peo- :
ple who agonize in search
of theright thing.

As creator of the Insti-
tute for American Valtes,
Blankenhorn initially
sought to avoid the gay
marriage issue attogether
because it was so divisive  °

. —and because opposition  KATHLE!
necessarily meant hurting  pARKER
friends and often, family
Eventually he wrote a book against:

" sex marriage and testified against it

California’s Proposition 8 was cha#l
incourt. - o

Then, last summer he changed his

Tuesday, Blankenhorn and more il
diverse signatories released a letter 1
Americans toend the gay-marriage
and change the question from “Shou
marry?” io “Howcan we save marri:

Joining Blankenhorn are scholar
professors, theologians and journal
notably his former arch-rival Jonat
Rauch. Whether one is straighior g
say, the challenge is to figure out ho
strengthen marriage for the broade
fit to society

Blankenhorn’s journey through 1
marriage minefield parallels that o
Americans who, though they held 1
mosity toward gays, weren’t sure'th

. changing the institution of marria

in the best Inferest of -society

1ike Blanikenhorn, my greatestc
has been the effect on our nation’s

- {--dren. The operative questions, Dost
*well by traditional marriage warri

gie Gallagher, were: Do we wailt o
the notion that one parent, eithert
mother or father, is dispensable? A
what effect might this have?

We have witnessed the fallout fro
ken families in the past several dec:
during which divorce and oui-of-we

. births have skyrocketed. These tre:

been wrought not by expanding the
tion of marriage but by a general I
of respect for the mstitution. Blarn!
hora’s grouy suggests that given A
cams’ evolving acceptance of same
riage, we should refocus our energ
goal that transcends sexual orient:
 Hisgrouy’s focus is on the disiy
tion of marriage in the middle ar
classes, which, they say, is creatix
underclass of inequality Asitha
well-educated people tend to stay
in greater numbers, while the les
ed — high school and no college -
coming a subculture of economi
. pressed, single-parent families. S
np longer need to be cited to con
of what we know: Children from
.homes have a lousy shot at the pt
happiness. -
Blankenhorn still believed, as.d
Americans, that a child benefits
- aloving mother snd father comix
marriage. The United Nations Cc
on the Rights of the Childevenh
nated this arrangement as a righ
riage,” Blankenhorn has wriiten
that society bestows on its childr
But this gift has been badly da
too often these days, withheld. 1
many same-sex couples today al
children. It is simply not possib
fy offering societal protections
certain children. As Blankenho
recognized, it is ineveryone’s b
est that all children in all famil

the security of parents cormit
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