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Overview & Methodology 

 The purpose of  this second phase of  the research study was to identify and 
explore perceptions and attitudes of  Woodford County residents about issues 
impacting plans for the future of  the county.    

 Phase II of  the research sought to reach every household in Woodford County 
with a mail survey that also offered an option to complete the survey online.  

 11,128 resident households received a mail survey packet the week of            
April 27th, 2015. 

 A total of  1,463 completed the survey by the closing date of  June 2nd. Of  
these, 1,329 were returned by mail and 134 completed online.     

     *An additional 51 surveys were received to date after the survey closed for a total of  1514 surveys received.   
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Demographic Profile of  
Respondents 
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Demographic Profile of  
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Demographic Profile of  
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Demographic Profile of  
Respondents (cont.) 
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Summary of Findings 
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Best Aspects of  Living in Woodford 
County 
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What do you like most about living in 
Woodford County?* 

2015 
(Base: 1,463) 

Small town atmosphere 41% 

Beautiful countryside 27% 

Location 21% 

People/ family in the community 16% 

Peaceful, quiet 9% 

Horse farms 8% 

Safety/ low crime 8% 

Schools 6% 

Lifetime resident 4% 

Less traffic/ Congestion 3% 

Uniqueness/ character 2% 

Clean 2% 

Quality of life 1% 

Quality responders (Police, Fire, EMT) 1% 

Other+ 7% 

No answer 10% 

Residents residing in Woodford 
County for 10 years or less are more 
likely than longer term residents  to 

mention the location, and the aspect of  
being peaceful and quiet   

Respondents who cite the beautiful 
countryside more than the average include: 
• Those residing in Woodford County for less    
than 40 years 
• Those who are 45 year of  age and older  
• Midway residents    

* Totals may add to more than 100% due to multiple responses 

Small town atmosphere is cited more often 
than the average by: 
• Those residing in Woodford County for less    
than 40 years 
• Those who are under 65 year of  age   
• Versailles residents    



Best Aspects of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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+ Other responses: 
• Not too much development; we don't need any more  
• I like that there is minimal development 
• The lack of change 
• The parks available in the county 
• Low utilities 
• Hunting/fishing 
• Midway community spirit 
• We were able to purchase a property that had what we were looking for 
• Downtown/community activities 
• Infrastructure, roads and utilities tended to quickly in times of need 

What do you like most about living in Woodford County? 
 



Best Aspects of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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Age 

 Like most Under 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Small town 
atmosphere 

48% 47% 47% 41% 34% 

Beautiful 
countryside 

28% 20% 28% 29% 27% 

Location 28% 24% 22% 22% 18% 

What do you like most about living in Woodford County? 
 



Best Aspects of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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 What do you like most about living in Woodford County? 

Selected Comments: 
 
• I like the small town atmosphere with historic roots in agriculture, horses, bourbon and southern charm. 
 
• It’s peaceful. Nice people with solid traditional values caring for each other and helping each other.  
      The beautiful countryside and it's location with regard to other local cities. 
 
• Wonderful people live here. Friendly and helpful and very giving. Very good schools.  
      Great recreation center and theatre at Falling Springs. Good trails and walking. 
  
• Woodford County is beautiful! The countryside is very scenic and it's easy to get to all services  and consumer 

outlets. 
 
• Woodford County is one of  the most beautiful counties in Kentucky. Midway is a safe, charming town;  
       a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family. 
 
• The proximity to Lexington, Frankfort and Louisville. It has high-quality schools, gorgeous country roads,  
      a low crime rate and it's affordable. 



Downsides of  Living in Woodford 
County 
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What, if any, are the downsides of living in 
Woodford County?* 

2015 
(Base: 1,463) 

Lack of available goods & services locally 35% 

Lack of restaurants 24% 

Few entertainment options 14% 

Lack of growth 7% 

High cost of living 5% 

Push for growth/development/sprawl 4% 

Traffic 4% 

Road conditions/safety 2% 

Vacant commercial buildings/land 2% 

Lack of job opportunities 2% 

Small town politics 2% 

Lack of representation of all constituents 2% 

Water/sewer quality and expense 1% 

Political favoritism/cronyism/good old boy 
network  

1% 

Other+ 15% 

No answer 20% 

Respondents 45 or younger are more 
likely than those who are older to say the 

lack of entertainment options are a 
downside of  living in Woodford County 

* Totals may add to more than 100% due to multiple responses 

Residents in Versailles are more likely than 
residents in Midway and those residing in 

the rural county to say the lack of available 
goods & services locally, lack of 

restaurants, and lack of entertainment 
options are a downside of  living in 

Woodford County 



Downsides of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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+Other responses: 
• Terrible phone service 
• I don't like the conservative mindset of the residents 
• Not enough bike paths and walking paths 
• Taxes are wasted on useless things 
• Potential for flooding of Kentucky River 
• The school bus schedules that haven't been updated in decades. Also, the folks that misunderstand the horse 

farms 
• Lack of rural services 
• Medical service, especially the hospital is not somewhere I would go for a serious problem 
• Need more activities for kids 
• I feel that the city government has too much power over the county. I don't like the decisions the mayor and 

his office make concerning the county.  

What, if  any, are the downsides of  living in Woodford County? 
 



Downsides of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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What, if  any, are the downsides of  living in Woodford County?* 

Age 

 Downsides Under 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Lack of  available goods & 
services locally 

33% 36% 36% 34% 37% 

Lack of  restaurants 34% 27% 25% 24% 21% 

Few entertainment 
options 

23% 22% 15% 13% 11% 

Lack of  growth 7% 9% 12% 7% 4% 



Downsides of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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What, if  any, are the downsides of  living in Woodford County? 
Selected Comments: 
 
• The selection of  stores and restaurants is embarrassing compared to other (smaller and less prestigious) communities in 

our area.  We have few chain stores and restaurants and those that we do have are usually so poorly kept up and staffed 
that  they remove themselves as a viable option.  It would be nice to go out to dinner and have more than two choices 
without having to drive to Lexington or Frankfort. 

 
• The lack of  stores and businesses; lack of  restaurants; the “politics” over growth and the mindset that all change is bad. 

There certainly could be a balance found between small town charm and economic growth! 
 
• Don't like the confused policies of  rural versus urban and the poor investment in economic development, i.e. Midway 

Station. 
 
• No new economic development - no hotels, no strong economic development leader. 
 
• Growth versus no growth factions not working together, thus hurting us all, versus working together to make things 

better. 
 



Downsides of  Living in Woodford 
County (cont.) 
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What, if  any, are the downsides of  living in Woodford County? 
Selected Comments: 
 
• A few movers and shakers control too many decisions behind closed doors. Growth without a purpose. No shopping or 

entertainment venues, such as movies, etc. 
 
• Fighting between City of  Versailles and county officials prevents solution of  problems. I don't feel the government is 

prioritizing what is important to taxpayers, but what "looks" good. 
  
• People are against change - lack of  cooperation between elected officials. Empty store fronts and lack of  maintenance on 

the buildings. 
 
• Unused buildings and shopping centers that sit empty; nothing for families to do, i.e., bowling and movies . 
 



Single Most Important Issue Facing 
Woodford County 
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What do you think is the single most important issue facing Woodford County today? 



Single Most Important Issue Facing 
Woodford County (cont.) 

19 

+Other responses: 
• More information is needed for the care of  the elderly 
• Schools, entertainment 
• Reducing taxes 
• Cronyism, incompetence, mismanagement 
• Atrocious administration in public schools and bullying in schools 
• Not enough knowledgeable people on the planning commission or they just don't care 
• People buying up farmland that are not U.S. citizens 
• We need to clean up what we have 
• Loss of  young adults 
• Preservation 
• Political influence - trying to determine a future for their benefit 

What do you think is the single most important issue facing Woodford County today? 
 
 



Single Most Important Issue Facing 
Woodford County (cont.) 

 

 

 

20 

Under 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 or older 
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What do you think is the single most important issue facing Woodford County today? 



Importance Ratings 

Mean Top  
2 Box 

Bottom  
2 Box 

Planning for innovative and responsible 
growth and development within the 
designated urban service areas of  Woodford 
County  

8.25 59% 5% 

Preserving the unique characteristics of  
Woodford County – defined small town 
centers surrounded by scenic and productive 
farmland 

8.06 58% 6% 

Protecting prime farmland for agricultural use 7.98 57% 6% 

21 

On a scale of  10 to 1, with 10 being “Highest in Importance” and  1 being “Lowest in Importance,”  
please rate how important each of  the following is to you as a  resident of  Woodford County: 



Importance Ratings (cont.) 
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Mean by Age Group Under 
35 

35-44 45-54 55-64 65 or 
older 

Planning for innovative and 
responsible growth and development 
within the designated urban service 
areas of  Woodford County  

7.91 8.49 8.30 8.33 8.23 

Preserving the unique characteristics 
of  Woodford County – defined small 
town centers surrounded by scenic and 
productive farmland 

8.03 7.95 8.05 8.04 8.15 

Protecting prime farmland for 
agricultural use 

7.88 7.83 7.84 7.91 8.20 

On a scale of  10 to 1, with 10 being “Highest in Importance” and  1 being “Lowest in Importance,” 
please rate how important each of  the following is to you as a  resident of  Woodford County: 



Importance Ratings (cont.) 
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Mean by Area of  Residence Versailles Midway Rural 
County 

Planning for innovative and responsible 
growth and development within the 
designated urban service areas of  
Woodford County  

8.16 8.22 8.39 

Preserving the unique characteristics of  
Woodford County – defined defined small 
town centers surrounded by scenic and 
productive farmland 

7.73 8.90 8.31 

Protecting prime farmland for agricultural 
use 

7.68 8.57 8.23 

On a scale of  10 to 1, with 10 being “Highest in Importance” and  1 being “Lowest in Importance,”  
please rate how important each of  the following is to you as a  resident of  Woodford County: 



Performance Ratings 
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Mean Top  
2 Box 

Bottom   
2 box 

Preserving the unique characteristics of  
Woodford County – defined small town 
centers surrounded by scenic and 
productive farmland 

7.08 31% 6% 

Protecting prime farmland for agricultural 
use 

6.77 28% 8% 

Planning for innovative and responsible 
growth and development within the 
designated urban service areas of  
Woodford County  

5.05 12% 22% 

On a scale of  10 to 1, with 10 being “Excellent” and  1 being “Poor,”  
please rate how well you think Woodford County is doing in those same areas: 



Performance Ratings (cont.) 
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Mean by Age Group Under 
35 

35-44 45-54 55-64 65 or 
older 

Preserving the unique characteristics 
of  Woodford County – defined small 
town centers surrounded by scenic 
and productive farmland 

7.41 7.19 7.22 6.96 6.98 

Protecting prime farmland for 
agricultural use 

6.95 7.08 6.71 6.63 6.77 

Planning for innovative and 
responsible growth and development 
within the designated urban service 
areas of  Woodford County  

4.79 4.70 4.80 4.87 5.47 

On a scale of  10 to 1, with 10 being “Excellent” and  1 being “Poor,” 
please rate how well you think Woodford County is doing in those same areas: 



Performance Ratings (cont.) 
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Mean by Area of  Residence Versailles Midway Rural 
County 

Preserving the unique characteristics of  
Woodford County – defined small town 
centers surrounded by scenic and 
productive farmland 

7.18 7.45 6.92 

Protecting prime farmland for agricultural 
use 

6.99 6.87 6.54 

Planning for innovative and responsible 
growth and development within the 
designated urban service areas of  
Woodford County  

5.06 5.85 4.90 

On a scale of  10 to 1, with 10 being “Excellent” and  1 being “Poor,” 
please rate how well you think Woodford County is doing in those same areas: 



Comparison in Importance & 
Performance Ratings 
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Priority Ratings 
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Mean Top 2 Box Bottom 2 Box 

Redevelopment of vacant land and property within the urban service areas 8.47 64% 4% 

Basic infrastructure services such as sewers, roads and other public services 8.33 54% 2% 

Protecting Woodford Country’s key agricultural areas such as horse farms from 
development 

8.18 60% 6% 

Attracting new business (retail stores, restaurants) to Woodford County 7.87 54% 6% 

Encouraging more locally grown and produced food products to make our 
community more self-sustaining and grow our agricultural economy 

7.84 48% 4% 

Historic preservation of existing buildings in the county 7.59 60% 6% 

Revitalization of Versailles and Midway central business district buildings and 
streetscapes 

7.28 54% 7% 

Expanding the county’s recreational trail system 6.92 48% 9% 

Addressing affordable housing needs in the community 6.79 30% 9% 

Funding for a Purchase of Development Rights Program to preserve Woodford 
County’s farmland 

6.62 31% 13% 

Beautification of the US 60 corridor leading into Versailles 6.45 29% 13% 

Development of Midway Station 5.70 15% 16% 

Completion of a Northwest Connector road between US 62 and US 60  5.16 19% 29% 

Please rate the following focus areas in terms of  how important of  a priority they should be for Woodford County Planners  
in the next 10 years,  on a 10 to 1 scale where 10 is an “Extremely High Priority” and 1 is a “Low Priority”: 



Priority Ratings (cont.) 
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Please rate the following focus areas in terms of  how important of  a priority they should be for Woodford County Planners  
in the next 10 years,  on a 10 to 1 scale where 10 is an “Extremely High Priority” and 1 is a “Low Priority”: 

• Residents in Midway (68% top 2 box), respondents residing for more than 40 years (63% top 2 box), 
and respondents age 65 or older (60% top 2 box) are more likely than average (54% top 2 box) to say 
basic infrastructure such as sewers, roads and other public services, is a priority for Woodford 
County Planners. 
 

• Residents in Midway (8.69) and Females (8.13) give a higher than average mean priority rating (7.84) 
to encouraging more locally grown and produced food products in order to make the community 
more self-sustaining and growing the agricultural economy as a priority for Woodford County 
Planners. 
 

• Residents in Midway and Females are also more likely than average mean (7.59) to say historic 
preservation of  existing buildings in the county should be a priority for Woodford County Planners, 
8.39 and 7.90 respectively. 
 

• Respondents residing in Woodford County for 10 or fewer years are more likely than others to say 
expanding the county’s recreational trail system is a high priority (58% compared to 48% average 
top 2 box). 
 
 
 
 



Agreement with Woodford 
Forward’s Mission 

30 

As you consider the future of  Woodford County, on a scale of  5 to 1 with 5 being STRONGLY AGREE and  
1 being STRONGLY DISAGREE, what is your level of  agreement with this statement: 

“The future of  Woodford County will depend on balancing a moderate level of  innovative and  sustainable growth around  
its central town centers, while at the same time protecting productive and  unique farmland in the county." 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Don't know/ NA

Strongly disagree 1

2

3

4

Strongly agree 5

3% 

6% 

6% 

12% 

23% 

50% 

Top 2 Box: 74% 
Bottom 2 Box: 12% 

Mean: 4.10 
Base: 1,418 

74% agree with the mission statement 
 
Segments with higher than average 
agreement include: 
 Residents in Midway, 82% 
 Those with graduate or professional 

degrees, 81% 
 Those residing for 10 or fewer years, 

81% 
 Females, 78% 
 35-44 years old, 78% 
 45-54 years old, 77% 



Ratings of  Level of  Cooperation 
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How would you rate the current focus in Woodford County on encouraging cooperation  
to balance the need to grow our communities AND preserve our farmland? Please use a scale of  5 to 1  

with 5  meaning there is AN EXCELLENT LEVEL OF COOPERATION and  
1 meaning there is A POOR LEVEL OF COOPERATION. 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Don't know/ NA

Poor Level of
Cooperation 1

2

3

4

Excellent Level of
Cooperation 5

12% 

22% 

18% 

31% 

13% 

4% 

Top 2 Box: 17% 
Bottom 2 Box: 40% 

Mean: 2.53 
Base: 1,281 

 
Segments giving higher than average ratings 
include those who are: 
 High school grad or lower, 25%  
 Midway residents, 25%  
 Under 35 years old, 23% 
 Residing in Woodford County 10 years or 

less, 20% 
 
Segments giving lower than average rating 
include: 
 Those residing in Woodford County  
     for 31-40 years (47%), and more than 40            
     years (44%) 
 35-44 years old (44%), 45-54 years old 

(43%), and 55-64 years old (46%) 
 



Candidate Position Alignment 

32 

Which of  the following candidates running for elected office would you be more likely to vote for? 

53% 
25% 

22% 

A candidate who is OPPOSED TO
expanding the growth boundary and
would stand against converting more
of Woodford County's farmland for
development

A candidate who FAVORS
expanding the growth boundary and
would stand against converting more
of Woodford County's farmland for
development

Don't know/ Not sure/ NA

 
Those more likely than average to vote for 
a candidate OPPOSED to expansion are: 
 Midway residents, 72% 
 Rural residents, 60%  
 Those residing in Woodford County for 

10 or less years, 59% 
 

Those more likely than average to vote for 
a candidate who FAVORS expansion are: 
 Those residing in Woodford  County 

for more than 40 years, 32%  
 Versailles residents, 28% 



Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Infill   

 I completely support protecting the beauty and environmental importance of  Woodford County's farmlands 
and historical areas.  What Woodford County is failing to do is to maintain and successfully use the areas that 
are already devoted to urban development.  Stop allowing abandoned buildings to rot for nearly 20 years.  Quit 
simply moving around the different store/restaurant offerings we have now only to leave rejected buildings and 
parking lots.  We need to beautify the areas that we have and encourage growth within those boundaries.  We 
have no business expanding our growth boundaries when everything we already have is so broken down and 
ugly.  Fix what is already there instead of  continuing to expand or eventually our entire county will be one 
large abandoned concrete desert.  

 We do want growth, but the land within the boundaries can be utilized within the community to be beneficial 
for our citizens.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Infill   

 In order to seriously address developing our exsisting businesses and welcoming new entrepreneurs into 
vacant historical buildings, Woodford County government should allot monies toward a PR 
position/person to promote downtown growth in Versailles & Midway along with advertising our lovely 
county as a touring/visiting destination. The governing bodies could unite to hire an experienced person to 
draw visitors to this gem place-Woodford County. 

 I am speaking of  Versailles. Economic growth is important, but development should be limited to those 
areas that are already developed or have the infrastructure in place to handle new development. Using 
rural land for new development does not make any sense when there is plenty of  space available in 
exsisting areas to accomodate new growth.  

34 



Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Smart Growth 

 Growth is a two edged sword.  Wielding it wisely is difficult, but in the wrong hands it 
can ruin what we have in Woodford County. 

 Smart growth that emphasizes and utilizes the benefits of  Woodford County's unique 
characteristics and rural beauty is the best way to insure the economic success and future 
of  our Community.  

 Decision makers seem to be satisfied with the status quo! This leaves any/all new ideas 
being voted down. We want business that is unique to Woodford County, like "Bass Pro 
Shops," etc. to bring in consumers from outside our community.  No Walmart!! 
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Smart Growth 

 It depends on what kind of  business or development that is infringing on farmland. There have to 
be rules for standards of  appearance, architecture, etc.  

 Any development should be weighed in view of  meeting real needs of  citizens versus individual's 
desire to make a lot of  money at others expense.  

 There  are plenty of  innovative ways for Woodford County to "grow" within the boundary. Smart, 
sustainable development is a must.  

 I believe it would be a shame to ruin Woodford County and its surrounding beauty in the name of  
money and greed. Surely there is a sensible way to promote growth. What about the existing 
shopping centers which are "dead?"        
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Balancing Growth & Preservation    

 There are thousands of  suburban communities of  our size out there and all want growth. So  the question 
becomes how do you stand out amidst the cacophony of  towns crying out for growth? We have a unique 
landscape, a unique history and a unique opportunity to set ourselves apart. As the Uniquely Woodford 
slogan says: The small town feeling you want and the urban access you need. Let's be sure that we don't 
discover the value of  water when the well runs dry.  

 We cannot thrive without some growth. The issue should not be zero growth or complete growth. Some 
growth is necessary, while protecting heritage, history and farms. Our family has been here for generations.  

 I think there needs to be a healthy balance of  growth and preservation that is not being accomplished.   

 I think it's a combo of  the two. Growth on some level is good, but I don't want to take away from the 
beauty of  this county.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Balancing Growth & Preservation     

 There should be a balance. Seems like too much land in Lexington is being developed. We don't want that. However, 
have we developed land already available? Why isn't downtown made more useable? Georgetown has developed well 
and still remains small.  

 As with the question regarding cooperation, there needs to be open dialogue with constituents of  Woodford County to 
come up with an innovative plan to utilize development within current growth boundaries.  

 Cautiously expand the growth boundary only after exploring the possibility of  re-developing decayed urban areas. 

 The county needs to find a balance of  keeping small town integrity, while allowing growth, without reducing 
farmland.  

 The areas near Bluegrass Parkway and 60 Bypass near intersections could be developed. Pisgah Pike should retain 
untouched so their beauty is protected for future generations.   
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth Related – Balancing Growth & Preservation    

 Balance is the key! Allow growth in the urban areas, while maintaining the beauty in the rural areas. Not 
allowing a Walmart because it might "shut down" the stores downtown?? Guess what . . . Most of  us 
don't shop there anyway. Our tax dollars go to other counties who have figured it out. 

 We do need farmland and that's respected, but at the same time, people have to live and buy goods here 
and that need is not always met within the city. You cannot shop hometown and buy all of  your clothes, 
home furnishings, farm equipment, etc. If  you have to go to other towns to buy, then your money is going 
to that city. Why not have stores in Versailles to shop and let money stay in hometown. We need more!!!  

 Great indecision here! In the end, I believe we need growth to survive. We need some big businesses to 
generate a hefty tax base. For heavens sake, no  more fast food!! And please do not put a highway through 
one of  the best walking trails in Central Kentucky. Falling Springs dog park/walking trail is the best 
reason I love this county at present.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth - Compromise & Cooperation    

 I feel there is no cooperation between the two sides - with the "no growth" people being so deeply entrenched 
and arrogant as to turn back any attempt at new industry (Walmart) and growth. We need affordable 
shopping options, entry level jobs and competition for our over-priced Kroger. Shop Kroger in other 
communities - the prices are lower than here.  

 To "favor" invites abuse, while "opposed" blinds us to possible future needs/opportunities. Elect informed, 
wise people who will exercise good judgement when and as needed.  

 Growth versus no growth factions are not working together, thus hurting us all versus working together to 
make things better.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth - Compromise & Cooperation    

 I believe a balance can be found to preserve farmland and create the growth this town wants and needs. 
Compromises must be made on BOTH sides.  

 This is not a "this or that" issue. Balance is the key! 

 Woodford County planners and elected officials should not favor any one group or business over any other, 
especially for financial gains.    
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Growth – Pro Growth    

 If  we are not allowed to grow we will continue to see our youth moving elsewhere. Surely we 
can grow without destroying ourselves. If  we could just get back to what Versailles was like in 
the 50's and 60's it would be an improvement.  

 Our quality of  life has been slowly falling because of  the anti-growth and anti-development 
policies and actions. Farms are not the future. They are the past. We need to move to a better 
future.  

 The farmland is beautiful but it appears that growth, other than housing on farmland, is 
strongly opposed. This county will eventually grow as time goes on, whether opposed to or 
not.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Land Use – Farmland Preservation    

 We have limited opportunities to get it right. Farmland, once destroyed, is gone forever. Let's not destroy 
the very thing that makes us unique for the sake of  opening more stores that may or may not even last.  

 Farmland in Woodford County is maybe the most beautiful in Kentucky. How about farms that are not 
used for anything? They could grow food, provide tenant residences, jobs and basics necessities of  life. 
Organic farms are profitable.  

 Our elected officials in Woodford County need to remember that what makes Woodford County special is 
the farmland and beautiful landscape.  We don't need big box stores and strip mall developments - the 
counties surrounding us have plenty of  that an there is nothing at all unique or specail about it.  If  
anything, effort should be put into getting a hotel or two in our county.   We should also be very careful 
about promoting interstate interchange development.  We really don't need to be a cookie cutter like every 
other interchange with multiple fast food and convenience store options ...  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Land Use – Farmland Preservation 

 "Growth" is a major issue I think because Woodford County is challenged with balancing 
agriculture/horse business with urban expansion and necessary infrastructure. Sustainability is crucial to 
both concerns. Please give priority to maintaining rural/agricultural land.  

 I would like some moderate growth with minimal invasion of  farmland. 

 I am not for destoying our beatiful horse farms. What I am for [developing] is the unused farm land that I 
have driven by daily for 39+ years that has NOT been used for anything and it is in a PRIME area right 
off  US 60 or Lexington Rd where there is only a handful of  active farms. Take advantage of  the unused 
land and build the necessities. NOT A HUGE KROGER!!!!     
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Land Use – Planning 

 Expanding physical activities will increase tourism, i.e., expanding a bike/trail system through our 
countryside. We travel extensively and I find the towns with physical activities and walkability thrive. I live in 
a subdivision and do not like that I cannot walk to a cafe' or small store to socialize.  

 Growth should only equal planned community/retail/leisure (beautified streetscapes and parks) with 
attractive retail outlets. Encourage walking vs. cars. Master plan between Adena Trace and Cedar Ridge off  
33.  

 I'd like to have Greenspace requirements for housing developers and subdivisions. It's already too late for many 
areas of  Versailles where as many houses as possible were packed onto the land. More greenspace would 
enhance the appearance of  the city and make it a nicer place to live. I suggest removing the eyesore utility poles 
along Versailles Road and putting wires underground. Would like to have better zoning requirements for the 
appearance of  buildings/parking/signage along Versailles Road. These two changes would make it a much 
more welcoming and charming city.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Government    

 Too often our elected officials make decisions based on the possibility of  personal enrichment. 

 I do not feel rural areas are adequately or accurately represented on appointed boards, and wish we could 
vote for city officials.  

 I believe merging Versailles and Midway into a Woodford County unified government is much needed in 
order for our community to move forward.   
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Goods & Services    

 It's a beautiful county, however, the cost of  living and lack of  competitive shopping/economic 
opportunities make it financially hard on the folks. This county is all about the horse people and I'm tired 
of  my tax dollars just used for them. 

 Who defines "innovative and sustainable?" At the present time, it is defined by special interest groups like 
the one conducting this survey. Woodford County needs retail businesses, more industry and opportunities 
for our young people to grow up here and continue to work here. Many now must leave Woodford County 
to get jobs.  

 There are 100's of  thousands of  dollars and taxes the county is losing because there are no major stores to 
shop at. The city council members need to let stores like Lowe's, Tractor Supply and Walmart build here to 
keep more tax dollars in our county and make it more convenient for its residents. It doesn't have to affect 
the downtown area.  
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Selected Comments & 
Suggestions 

Goods & Services    

 We have enough houses that have taken the farmland sitting empty. We need stores; most of  us are going 
to other cities to shop. We are losing tons of  tax dollars to them. 

 It's always been said to spend your money in your town. There is nowhere to shop or to keep your money 
in your town.  

 Woodford County has little to no diversity in shopping, family activities, that are affordable and/or 
different.  We have had the same restaurants and stores for over 20 years.  We constantly hear rumors 
about other businesses wanting to start but are always discouraged by council (i.e. Walmart) - Even 
Anderson County has a Walmart and several different businesses.  Woodford County is significantly 
behind the times.   
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Insights 
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Insights –Community Identity:  The Positives  

Woodford County Residents see the best aspects of  their 
community as having: 
 Small town atmosphere, ideals and values 

 Beautiful countryside and landscape 

 A convenient, central, accessible location 

 Friendly, caring people 
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Insights – Community Identity:   
The Downsides 

Residents feel the primary downsides of  living in Woodford 
County are: 
 Lack of  local goods, services & dining options 

 Few options for entertainment 

 Stagnation in growth & development 
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Insights – Most Important Issues 
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Insights –  Importance & Performance 

Woodford County residents believe that planning for innovative and 
responsible growth and development within the urban service area is 
highest in importance – yet give the lowest ratings for performance in that 
area. 

Preserving the unique characteristics of Woodford County- defined 
small town centers surrounded by scenic and productive farmland is an 
area where performance is closer to the level of  importance ratings given 
by citizens.  
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Insights - Priorities  

Top 5 priorities: 
 Redevelopment of  vacant land & property within the urban 

service area 

 Basic infrastructure services 

 Protecting key agriculture areas from development 

 Attracting new businesses 

 Encouraging more locally grown food products & growing 
the agriculture economy    
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Insights - Mission  

Nearly three-quarters of  respondents agree with the statement: 

 “The future of  Woodford County will depend 
on balancing a moderate level of  innovative 

and sustainable growth around its central town 
centers, while at the same time protecting 

productive and unique farmland in the county." 
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Insights – Candidate Support  

In reference to the issue of  candidate support regarding 
urban service area expansion, the community is 
divided. 

 Just over half  of  respondents would be likely to vote 
for a local candidate who would be opposed to 
expanding the urban service area 

 A quarter would vote for a candidate who would be in 
favor of expansion 

 20% are undecided 
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Insights – The Dilemma   

The research and the responses of  the survey 
participants underscores the major dilemma facing 
Woodford County and that is . . . 

 How does the community grow and become more 
vibrant and self-sustaining, while at the same time 
maintain its uniqueness and aesthetic beauty?   
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Insights – Community Support   

High levels of  support for: 
 Preserving the unique landscape & beauty 
 Encouraging  infill development of  the existing urban 

areas 
 Maintaining the small town atmosphere 
 Recognizing the altruism and caring aspect of  the people 

of  the community 
 Encouraging the attraction of  appropriate businesses 
 to serve the needs of  the community 
 Growing the agricultural economy – locally grown 

products 
 Historic preservation      
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Insights –   

Mixed levels of  support for: 
 Expansion of  recreational trail system 
 Affordable housing  
 PDR funding 
 Main road corridor beautification projects   
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Insights –   

Low levels of  support for: 
 Northwest connector road project 
 Development of  Midway station 
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Insights –   

   Woodford Forward has a prime 
opportunity to focus on building an 
organization that provides a balanced 
approach, solutions & connectivity to 
optimize the valuable resources in the 
community    
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