20¢

UNTAIN EAGLE

IT STILL SCREAMS' Wh|t7sburg, Letcher Coumy, Keniucky, Thursdoy, March 18, 1976 Vol. 68, No. 48

MESA seals

indefinitely

The bodies of 11 men, killed March 11 in a second methane
explosion at Scotia Coal Company's boftom mine, are being se.
within the mine, at the mouth of the dangerous 2-Southeast sedlon
where they were found.

Kent Frizzell, U.S. Undcrsccret.ry ol the Interior, announced
Saturday that the ‘‘gassy’’ mine would be sealed for two or three
months, or until it is considered safe. The announcement followed a

/

conference among officials of

the coal complug'.. the state Department
of Mines and Minerals, the federal Minin,
Administration (MESA) and a represen

forcement and Safety
of the Scotia miners’

The 11 dead were part of a crew that had been sent two-and-a-half

miles into the mine to start

on tunnel roofs damaged in a March

repairs
9 methane-explosion that killed 15 miners in the 2-Southeast section.

1 A M

butthenlktote of

shafts drilled from the surface to

(he o tunnels. The

:ldcred pmlllbmve
wanted to try-to second-gum the
mine that had exploded twice.

The sealing operation involves
closing off mine's seven
portals and seven ‘‘bore hole”’

> Inyestigation

launched

The Mining Enforcement and
Safety Administration (MESA) is

conducting a formal investigation .

into the Scotia mine disaster to see
whether criminal negligence is
involved.

Special investigators for MESA
are in Letcher County this week to
talk with persons who may have
knowledge of the mine and events

(Continued on Page 15)

Hearings

on blasts

Two federal government hear-

. ings, one by the Senate and one by

y be completed
:ﬂu 'elk end, accor-
din, toMESAoﬂichh.

14 mine openings will be
closed with airtight concrete walls.
This tion will extinguish an
fires within the mine by cutting o&
oxygen, wtll allow methane to

bustible le-
vels and will ullow spark-releasing
batteries to run down. (Methane
concentrations above a 15 per cent
level is no longer explosive, essen-
tially because there is no longer
enough oxygen in the atmos-
phere.)

Copper pipes will be run inside
the mine during the sealing
cess to sample the air within,
MESA administrator Robert Bar-
rett said. The air will be tested for
carbon monoxide, methane and
oxygen to determine when lhe
mine can be reopened.

The Scotia company, a subsidi-
ary of the Blue Diamond Coal Co.
headquartered in  Knoxville,
Tenn., is planning to start produc-
tion again this week at its two
other mines in Black Mountain.
MESA officials, however, are ex-
pected to duct an 1l
comprehensive inspection of the
two mines that could delay produc-
tion operations.

MESA officials have discounted
fears that crevices, formed in the
roof of the bottom mine during the
explosions, could lead from the
methane-filled bottom mine to the

Chronicle

We went to press last week reporting the worst
coal mine disaster in Letcher County history.
Fifteen miners were dead, victims of a violent
explosion. that rocked Scotia Coal Company's
Imboden Seam Mine at Oven Fork on the morning
of March 9.

At the time, it did not seem as though the news
a week later could be worse. There would be
private grief and public sorrow, funerals and
press_conferences, investigations and explana-

from the federal Minin
Administration [MESA],
state mining officials and a

Enforcement and Safety

Scotia miners’ union. Robert Barrett, MESA
administrator, is pictured to the right of Frizzell
and Dave McKnight, Scotia union president, to
the left.

of tragedy

thorough and comprehensive investigation in. the
history of mine disasters.,”” has scheduled a
hearing for April 5-6 in Whitesburg. The Senate
Labor and Public Welfaré Committee, deploring
‘‘this tragic and intolerable carnage,"’ will hold
"hearings of its own in Washington next week, and
the House Education and Labor Committee,
chaired by Rep. Carl D. Perkins of Kentucky, is
expected to follow suit.

A mine disaster leaves more than one kind of
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the same pattern of noncompli-
ance with safety regulations’” pre-
(Continued on Page 24)

mittees, and the United Mine Workers.
The Interior Department, promising:‘‘the most

cials refused to be interyiewed.) From these
interviews and from a review of the mine's safety
(Continued on Page 2)




