Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, January 23, 2006
Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Connie Ray, Bill Rayens, Rebecca Scott, Gerald Smith, Ernie Yanarella
1. Due to the College of Communications & Information Studies (CIS) forum from 12 – 2:00 pm on Monday, January 30, GERA will not meet on the 30th.  The next scheduled meeting date is Monday, February 6, 2006, from 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm in 103 Main Building.
2.  The committee discussed what would happen after the forums.  It was the consensus that GERA will provide the External Review Committee (ERC) with summaries of each of the forums, and meet a few times with the ERC to distill verbally the information.  The exact format of the report was not finalized.  Bill asked what GERA members thought would be the role of the ERC upon receiving the forum information.  It was thought that the ERC would incorporate the forum information into a final report, which would include learning outcomes, possible conflicts or problems, a timetable and information on how the next committee (dealing with implementation, perhaps), should proceed.  Bill thought the ERC would need about one month to draft their final report.

3.  Ernie will arrange for those contact persons who could not attend the IPS to have a make-up session with him.  At the forums, the GERA facilitator will restate questions to make sure they have been heard by all the attendees, as well as the note-takers.  The PowerPoint slide “Subsequent Considerations” will be used to incorporate suggestions made by GERA that stem from input at the forums.  Tad said as many note-takers as possible will attend the CIS forum to better understand what to expect at subsequent forums.  Committee members discussed the possibility of offering light refreshments at the forums.  Deb suggested incorporating a timeline into the presentation. 

4.  It was hoped that there would be time for the University Senate to endorse the ERC final report before the end of this semester, which would allow work to begin over the summer.

ACTION ITEMS:

· Tad will arrange for the poster boards to have larger font, and will order a total of four for use in the forums.
· Phil volunteered people power to fold and deliver the brochures.

· Sheila will arrange for the College of Communications & Information Studies brochures to be hand-delivered in time for the forum on 1/30.

· Tad will let Ernie know the name of the note-taker for the 1/30 forum.

· Ernie will send emails to various colleges to start the forum scheduling process.  

· Rebecca will send out the timeline to use at the forums.

· Phil will report to the committee on the 6th about a possible date for the Community Forum (folks external to UK).

Discussion topics for February 6, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 1-23-06, if necessary; (2) recap of the Communications & Information Studies forum; and (3) discussion of the AAC&U meeting in Washington D.C. in June 2006.
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