Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, February 20, 2006
Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Richard Greissman, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Connie Ray, Bill Rayens, Rebecca Scott, Gerald Smith, Ernie Yanarella.
1. The committee ultimately decided against running a UK News insert regarding efforts of GERA.  The notes from the College of Education were forwarded to Ernie and Phil for revision.  Once those two make their edits, the Education forum notes will be distributed among committee members for suggestions and comments.
2.  Extensive discussion took place about the campus-wide email regarding the forums that had been drafted and edited.  There was concern about offering either too much information via the email, or too little, and also about purpose the email would serve.  Comments were made regarding faculty on campus who had yet to hear from their deans about the general education initiative, and it was hoped that an email to all students, faculty and staff would allow for a freer distribution of GERA-related information.  A revised, shorter draft was requested, in time for the meeting with incoming Provost Kumble Subbaswamy.
3.  The College of Business & Economics forum date was discussed; committee members had a list of possible dates to choose from.  There was some discussion about holding the forum on March 3, but Deb and others expressed reservations about two forums being held on the same day.  It was decided to schedule it for March 24.  Bill, on behalf of the ERC, indicated that scheduling the BE forum at this late date should not interfere with the ERC's final report.
4.  GERA members discussed the path the ERC final report would take, as it related to vetting through the University Senate.  A suggestion was made that the report be submitted to the Provost, who would in turn submit it to the Senate Council and University Senate.  It was thought the final report would be submitted for review by the University Senate, but not for formal approval at that specific time.  Joint University Studies/Senate Council ad hoc committee work could take place over the summer, for another presentation to the University Senate, in early Fall 2006.  It was important to GERA members that faculty receive financial compensation for ad hoc service over the summer.  The final report of the ERC should clearly define the next step in the process.

5.  Tad spoke with Julie Sebastian in Nursing, who questioned the need for a faculty forum in that college.  Tad said Julie would be speaking with Dean Williams this week on the matter.

6.  Ernie arrived later in the meeting, coming straight from his discussion with the College of Communications & Information Studies Faculty Council.  He stated it had been a very positive meeting, with good comments for thought.

ACTION ITEMS:

· Phil will send a draft of the Summer Institute paperwork to Rebecca and Deb for editing.
· Rebecca will check to see if specific names are required on the application, or if position titles will suffice.  

· Sheila will revise the mass email text and distribute in time for the meeting with Subbaswamy on 2/21.

Discussion topics for February 27, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 2-20-06, if necessary; (2) discussion of Health Sciences Forum; and (3) discussion regarding the AAC&U Summer Institute.
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