Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, April 3, 2006

Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Richard Greissman, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Connie Ray, Rebecca Scott, Gerald Smith.  Guest: Sue Strup.  

(Larry Grabau, Tad Pedigo, Bill Rayens, and Ernie Yanarella were absent due to attending the College of Nursing forum that met concurrently from 12:00 – 1:30 pm.)
1.  Phil introduced Sue Strup from the Career Center, who is working with Phil on the Corporate Summit on Higher Education (CSHE, formerly called the Business/Community forum).  The format for this event will be somewhat different from past forums, due to its three-hour length.  Attendees will see a different PowerPoint presentation with background on national trends in general education and the challenges facing the Commonwealth, and then a concentration on UK’s efforts in this area.  The Top 20 Business Plan will also be discussed as it relates to general education reform and assessment.  Guests will be seated at tables with the hope that one GERA member can also be at each table to help keep discussion on track.  After the tables individually discuss all five core learning outcomes (CLO), there will be a time for all to summarize each table’s thoughts on the CLOs.  Forty-six individuals from regional businesses and non-profits have been invited, with six RSVPs received already.  The committee thought TASC note-takers would also be needed at the CSHE.  
2.  GERA members spent time discussing possible faculty members to contact to ascertain their willingness and availability to attend the AAC&U Summer Institute.  An effort was made to promote gender, racial and college diversity in the mix.  

3.  Deb reported that she was in communication with the Kernel’s editor-in-chief and was working toward a follow-up story.  She has also been in contact with the Student Government Association (SGA) and has been invited to attend a meeting in the near future to offer gen ed information to the SGA.

4.  There was discussion about a mass email to all students, faculty and staff, and its intent.  The committee decided to send out one mass email now, and send another when the ERC final report is available for public consumption.

5.  Deb handed out a brochure from University of Texas at Austin that illustrated their “Bridging Disciplines Programs.”  Deb said this type of program was another way to present general education in a format much different from that of UK’s USP program.  She hoped that UK would develop a general education program unique to that of a Research I institution.  

ACTION ITEMS:
· Phil and Deb will contact the individuals discussed regarding the Summer Institute.
· Phil will check on the deadline for final submission of names to the Summer Institute.

Discussion topics for April 17, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 4-10-06, if necessary; (2) continued discussion of Business/Community Forum format; and (3) finalization of nominees to attend Summer Institute.
