Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, December 19, 2005

Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Larry Grabau, Jane Jensen, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Connie Ray, Bill Rayens, Rebecca Scott, Gerald Smith, Ernie Yanarella
1. The Committee reviewed a couple of sections of the notes from 12-12-05 and offered changes for incorporation.  In addition, the terms to use for the various forums and constituencies were established.  There will be multiple Undergraduate College Forums, multiple University Forums (to include all other entities at UK who should be consulted) and one Community Forum (for all entities external to UK).
2.  Rebecca presented four draft handouts: a document outlining topics appropriate for the forums, and topics that should be discussed during the implementation process; a document outlining suggested talking points for the GERA facilitator and college contact person; a brochure for the forums; and a PowerPoint presentation for the forums.  (Ernie stated he had received permission from DeSantis to use his PowerPoint presentation as a basis for the forum presentation.)  The Committee reviewed each document extensively, adding and deleting text and offering suggestions for formatting, color and style.  

3.  There was major discussion regarding how to incorporate the key questions (i.e. “What are the pros and cons for such a conceptual framework?” and “Do we ask too much of general education?”) with the five principles.  Some suggestions were to make the questions into statements, use a side bar in PowerPoint to show the key questions next to the principles or have the key questions on a separate easel.  The issue was undecided.  Other important questions to answer in the forums related to what the relationship between the major and USP should be; if USP should be restricted to the first two years of undergraduate education or spread out over four years; and if the general education requirements should prepare students for their major.

4.  A length of one and a half hours was thought to be the minimum amount of time needed to conduct a forum.  The Committee agreed to explain to forum attendees that the five principles were numbered for ease of reference, but not in any particular order of priority.  It was very important to the Committee that there be time at the end of each forum for attendees to offer comments on issues unique to their specific college, or to draw attention to concerns that were not addressed by any of the five principles.  Tad indicated the note-takers would be able to provide a draft for revision within three business days of a forum.  


ACTION ITEMS:

· Rebecca will provide updated handouts for review before the end of the week.
· Phil will provide people power to help in the distribution of invitations/brochures for the forums.
· A list of colleges who have responded to the request for contact persons will be sent out.

· Ernie will send a reminder to the Deans of the colleges which have not sent forward the name of a contact person.
Discussion topic for January 9, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 12-19-05; (2) last minute arrangements for informational prep session tentatively scheduled for January 20, 2006; and (3) continuing the review of the four handouts.
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