Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, March 27, 2006

Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Larry Grabau, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Connie Ray, Bill Rayens, Rebecca Scott, Gerald Smith, Ernie Yanarella.
1.  GERA members discussed UK’s acceptance to the AAC&U’s Institute on General Education in June in Washington, D.C.  Deb mentioned that the individuals going from UK should be cognizant that the Institute would likely push for embedded course testing as the acceptable method of assessment; she felt other options were also appropriate to look into.  UK will probably be the first and perhaps the only Research-1 institution at the Institute.  Funding will be available to support travel expenses for attendees.  Phil, Bill, Ernie and Deb will be attending and four more faculty need to be identified.  GERA members will be thinking about possible faculty members to nominate, paying special attention to avoid including additional faculty from the College of Arts & Sciences (Ernie, Bill and Phil’s college) or from the GERA committee.  Although the application identified certain types of faculty who would be included, GERA is not obliged to adhere to what was in the application.  The Institute agenda will likely cover general education conceptualization through implementation, and attendees should be able to bring back to UK a proposed program for assessment.
2.  The College of Nursing forum will be held during the next regularly scheduled GERA meeting on April 3.  GERA members decided to meet in Ernie’s absence (he will be facilitating), with Phil chairing.  The College of Engineering and College of Business & Economics forums were modestly attended but offered a considerable amount of engaged discussion.  Deb contacted Becky Ellingsworth, Student Government Association (SGA) president, to request 15 minutes or so at an SGA meeting this semester to get out the word about the general education reform initiative on campus.  When a meeting date is confirmed, Deb will offer general information to the SGA and request the SGA identify a committed group of students who can be kept informed about the progress of gen ed and assessment over the coming year and to serve as a continuing representative of student groups on the issue.  Deb will also meet with Blair Thomas as a follow up.  (Blair authored a recent article in the Kernel about the Student Forum having to be cancelled.)  When Pauline sent out emails to alert individuals that the Student Forum was cancelled, she included a link to the GERA website as well as the gera@uky.edu email address. 

3.  Bill reported briefly about the External Review Committee’s (ERC) all-day retreat on Saturday, March 25.  He emphasized that while substantial improvements had been proposed within the ERC to reflect what ERC members had learned from critical forum feedback received to date, the revised External Review Report was still very much a work in progress.  He declined to discuss specifics so as to avoid affecting future forums which may have a substantial influence on the final document.  It was also reported that Deb came to the retreat and spoke briefly on various assessment models that are currently being employed.  Bill said a final version of the report would also clearly propose a series of recommended “next steps” to be taken during the summer and fall of 2006.  Finally, Bill indicated that the final External Report would be light on model specifics and would almost surely not recommend particular curricular structures since ERC members were concerned that too many specifics could create unintended debate prior to an Implementation Planning Phase, and perhaps prevent the larger ideas in the document from receiving appropriate attention.  

4.  Deb offered handouts about assessing gen ed and explained how they should be read.  She suggested GERA members review them to get an idea of the various ways in which UK can assess its gen ed program.  Deb also shared that Peggy Maki, a nationally known higher education consultant specializing in assessment, will be in the area in May.  Deb hoped that GERA could help sponsor an event to make use of her expertise.  GERA members will identify ways in which to potentially utilize Peggy as a valuable resource person.
ACTION ITEMS:
· Ernie will: check with President Todd about providing compensation for any nine-month faculty who agrees to attend the Institute; request Lori Garkovich’s permission to append her written comments to the College of Agriculture forum notes.
· Deb and Ernie will discuss and plan a follow up meeting with Blair.

· Deb will send out information on Peggy Maki.
Discussion topics for April 3, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 3-27-06, if necessary; and (2) discussion of Business/Community Forum format.
