Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, March 6, 2006

Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Phil Kraemer, Richard Greissman, Tad Pedigo, Connie Ray, Bill Rayens, Rebecca Scott, Gerald Smith, Ernie Yanarella.
Guest Present:  Pauline Chhooi.
1.  Ernie reported that attendance and discussion at the Health Sciences, Social Work and Fine Arts forums were good.  GERA members discussed the broadening definition of “basic skills” to encompass more than merely writing and math; “basic skills” increasingly is defined in varying ways by different college faculty.   
2.  Ernie reported that in conversation with Cindy Iten, she agreed with advisors weighing in either during a regularly scheduled or a separate meeting.  Jonathon Golding will be the contact person for the College of Arts & Sciences.  Phil said he was reviewing two possible dates for the Business/Community Forum.  Ernie stated that Carolyn Carter did not think TAs were a constituency who would feel comfortable attending and discussing general education.  A survey was suggested.
3.  The Student Forum is planned for March 23 and will utilize the Audience Response System (ARS).  Food is a possibility, and giveaways are very likely.  Once the location is finalized, Pauline will contact student organizations and the directors of undergraduate studies to alert them to the event.  Rebecca stated that she was editing the PowerPoint presentation to accommodate ARS “yes” and “no” answers.  She asked for input.  Ernie said there would be time at the March 13 meeting for that purpose.  Rebecca thought the questions on the brochures/posters could be a starting point.  Tad said that up to 500 clickers were available with the ARS system.  He suggested building in some demographic questions so that answers could also be reviewed according to that.  
ACTION ITEMS:
· Ernie will: check on status of the College of Health Sciences forum notes; and touch base with Provost Smith about sending the mass email in his name.
· Tad will follow up on a College of Nursing forum.

· Rebecca will submit the online Summer Initiatives application.

Discussion topics for March 20, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 3-6-06, if necessary; (2) tweaking of Student Forum ppt; and (3) recap of Design and Agriculture forums.
