Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, May 30, 2006

Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Larry Grabau, Richard Greissman, Jane Jensen, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Bill Rayens, Ernie Yanarella.
1.  There was extensive discussion about the individuals who should be invited to the July 17 – 21 Process Planning Workshop.  GERA members reviewed a list of possible invitees created as a result of discussion at the May 22 meeting.  It was suggested to invite certain directors of interdisciplinary programs as resource persons and identify a representative, core group of college associate deans to attend all the sessions offered.  
2.  GERA members agreed that a session focused on assessment was required, and that the Fall should be used to pilot some sort of program to find a baseline assessment, at the program level, of first year students.  Deb spoke to the need to also get data regarding graduating seniors.  She suggested a senior’s existing work could be assessed on a single dimension, such as critical thinking.  Deb noted the need to achieve a fair and meaningful sample of students in order for any assessment to be valid.  There was a suggestion to utilize the Discovery Seminar Series to identify a few student volunteers and two to three interested faculty to pilot a portfolio process by which regular coursework would be gathered over the course of a student’s four-year academic career.  Deb spoke to the need to assess students as freshmen, sophomores and seniors.  The assessment upon accumulation of 45 to 70 credits would be an important mile marker.

3.  There was continued discussion on how to organize a day of assessment issues for the workshop.
Discussion topics for June 5, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 5-22-06, if necessary; (2) continued discussion on invitees and format of summer workshop; and (3) the homework assignment from Ernie, “Boundary Conditions.”
