Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, June 5, 2006

Attendees Present:  Ruth Beattie, Larry Grabau, Richard Greissman, Jane Jensen, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Bill Rayens, Kaveh Tagavi, Ernie Yanarella.
1.  GERA members continued discussing possible attendees for the summer’s Process Planning Workshop (PPW), tentatively scheduled for July 17 – 21, 2006.  There was a concern that inviting two or three associate deans (ADs) from one specific college, who would be helpful to have as participants in the reform initiative, would unfairly tip the “representative group of ADs” toward one college.  GERA members suggested a possible forum on the 21st for all ADs, where information discussed during the previous four days with a core group of ADs could be shared; input from the full complement of ADs present could then be requested.  There was also discussion about asking deans to identify those ADs who should be invited to the PPW.  
2.  There was extensive discussion on how/where information would flow from this point forward and the appropriate bodies to be involved.  It was reiterated that the USP Committee would be the body to continue the work in the Fall.  The specific details, such as: when and if changes could be suggested for the ERC Final Report (FR); who would be responsible for incorporating any changes; and how to ensure the Senate Council and University Senate were appropriately involved in the gen ed initiative were also discussed and debated.  It was agreed that in the fall, the University Senate’s appropriate response for the FR was to either indicate the process should continue to move forward or to stop it altogether.  Because the Senate did not charge the ERC, it did not have authority to approve the FR, reject the FR, or request changes.

3.  GERA members agreed that, generally speaking, the following issues could be discussed at the PPW: 1) basic curriculum models; 2) assessment and assessment strategies; and 3) essential skills.  The issue of transfer credits, among others, was seen as very important but not necessarily something to be discussed this early in the process.  There was a hope that reviewing possible alternate curriculum models could begin at the Summer Institute so there would be something for the PPW to review.
4.  Due to the AAC&U Summer Institute from June 9 – 14, no GERA meeting will be held during on June 12.  GERA will meet again on June 19.

ACTION ITEMS:

· Ernie, Phil and Bill will: create a “flow chart” of steps taken thus far regarding the gen ed initiative; outline the path the FR will take in the Fall;  and the University bodies/individuals that will make future decisions, suggestions, etc.

· Richard, Jane and Tad will work together to begin creating an agenda for the Process Planning Workshop.

Discussion topics for June 19, 2006:  (1) review of notes from 6-5-06, if necessary; (2) overview of the SI with those who did not attend; (3) continued discussion on invitees and format of PPW; and (4) the homework assignment from Ernie, “Boundary Conditions.”
