Joint Provost / Senate Council General Education and Reform Assessment Planning and Coordinating Committee

(GERA)

Notes, July 17, 2006

Attendees Present:  Jane Jensen, Phil Kraemer, Deb Moore, Tad Pedigo, Bill Rayens, Rebecca Scott, Kaveh Tagavi, Ernie Yanarella.
(Sheila Brothers, administrative support for GERA, was unable to attend the meetings on June 26 and July 10. Thus, no minutes were taken at those meetings.)

1.  GERA members discussed the narrative created by Jane regarding the need for a research assistant (RA) and the requirements for anyone serving in that position. The need for an assistant had been previously discussed; while everyone agreed there was sufficient work to keep a RA busy, there were concerns about adequate funding. Ernie confirmed that the GERA account could support such a worthy use of funds. Jane stated that she had approached a student in Education regarding the position; the student was very interested and would be a good “fit” for the position. Phil moved that the position be offered to the student in contact with Jane. Bill seconded. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken; the motion passed unanimously. After further discussion, it was decided that Deb would be the hiring official and the administrative report for the RA. The RA’s physical office location would be discussed further. Although GERA would be coming to an end in September, the consensus was that further gen ed activities would very much appreciate and benefit from the use of an RA.
2. There was extensive discussion regarding the amended schedule for the Process Planning Workshop (PPW, August 14-17) that Rebecca created. Because the PPW format changed from four and a half full days to that of four mornings, the format and expectations of what could be accomplished help carry the gen ed reform dialogue forward needed to be hashed out. After the discussion, it was agreed that PPW attendees would hear about and discuss: 1. the ERC’s goals; 2. the definition and implementation of assessing skills; and 3. possible curricular models with a focus on what individual colleges could be responsible for. (Specifics pertaining to numbers one through three would also be included.) There would be presentations to the group as a whole with small group discussions following. The group as a whole would then reconvene. Summaries of the discussions from the reconvenings would be the topic of conversation for the forum with associate deans to take place August 17. As for location of the PPW, the Commonwealth and Bingham-Davis Houses of the Gaines Center were reserved.

3.  Due to increasing Senate Council Office workload, Sheila Brothers will be handing over GERA –related duties to an individual in the Undergraduate Education area. Although giving the duties to a different individual was discussed, that person (a student working half-time in the Senate Council Office) would likely have had to stop serving GERA when the Fall semester began. Phil will touch base with the person taking over GERA duties, in the hopes she can attend the GERA meeting on July 24.
ACTION ITEMS:

· Rebecca will tweak the schedule and send it out for review via email.

· Ernie and Bill will discuss the intellectual/practical skills session, in light of the shorter PPW format.

Discussion topics for July 24, 2006:  (1) review of notes, if necessary; (2) further discussion on PPW schedule and sessions; (3) amount of stipend, if any, to faculty attendees to PPW; and (4) participant re-invitations and invitations for associate deans to their forum on 8/17.
