
Dr. Robert Geneve Receives IPPS-Eastern Region Award of Merit 
 
Dr. Robert Geneve, University of Kentucky Horticulture Professor, has received the 2014 IPPS Eastern 
Region Award of Merit, the organization’s highest honor. One member from the Eastern Region is 
selected each year for significant contributions to the field of plant production and/or extraordinary service 
to the Society. The announcement on September 18th brought conference attendees to their feet for a 
standing ovation at the 64th annual 
meeting of the IPPS Eastern Region 
held in Niagara Falls, Ontario.   

An IPPS-ER member since 1991, 
Dr. Geneve has served in “just about 
every category and post possible in 
the Eastern Region”, said Recognition 
Committee Chair Dr. Paul Cappiello. 
He has served as director, officer, and 
president on the Eastern Region 
Board and is currently the 
international delegate to the IPPS 
International Board. He has served on 
over a dozen committees and has 
more than thirty papers published in 
the Society’s Combined Proceedings. 
 
Dr. Geneve is a highly successful 

researcher with scores of scientific 
papers to his credit. His wide-ranging 
work on nursery production and plant 
propagation – specifically seed 
biology - has earned him an international reputation as a first-class plant physiologist. He is co-author of 
the venerable bible of plant propagation, Plant Propagation: Principles  
and Practices as well as Biotechnology of Ornamental Plants and Book of Blue Flowers. 
 
Beyond his research, Dr.Geneve is known as a champion for students. “Whether it is new teaching 
methods to enhance the classroom experience, taking students on trips across the globe, pushing for 
IPPS student memberships or any other effort to enhance student opportunity and knowledge, he is never 
out of the conversation”, said Cappiello. “He is a dedicated teacher – of plant propagation, woody plant 
materials and more - known for innovative teaching techniques and approaches.” 

Our Society and profession will for many years be indebted to Dr. Bob Geneve for the paths he has 
blazed and the professionals he has trained.   

The	  International	  Plant	  Propagators’	  Society	  is	  a	  non-‐profit	  organization	  of	  nearly	  2000	  members	  
organized	  into	  eight	  separate	  regions	  around	  the	  world.	  	  The	  membership	  is	  made	  up	  of	  those	  with	  a	  
professional	  interest	  in	  plant	  propagation	  and	  production	  from	  businesses,	  colleges	  and	  universities,	  
botanic	  gardens	  and	  arboreta.	  	  The	  motto	  of	  this	  non-‐commercial	  organization	  is	  “To	  Seek	  and	  To	  Share”	  
knowledge	  and	  experience	  in	  plant	  propagation	  and	  production.	  
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