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Dr. Jeffrey Okeson
Well, I was in the middle of a small seminar with just my residents

Dr. Jerry Skees

I was just getting ready to introduce a guest speaker…

Dr. John Watkins
There was a knock at the door after a few moments… 

Dr. Jerry Skees 
and my chairman came in…and he had a whole entourage with him and I basically asked them to leave because it was time to get to work with the guest speaker.
Dr. John Watkins:
…and they were carrying balloons so I just thought that someone had a birthday, and honestly I couldn’t remember if it was my birthday or not.

Dr. Kim Woodrum 
I thought somebody was delivering a birthday bouquet to one of my students, and I thought ‘how odd for them to interrupt my lectures to deliver birthday balloons…’ 

Dr. Russell Mumper
They stopped my class and made an announcement and it was very surreal.
Dr. John Watkins   
I had no idea what was happening, but then I was informed that I had received the award and immediately started shaking and turning all shades of red.
Dr. Jeffrey Okeson 
I was very taken aback.

Dr. Kim Woodrum
I was quite surprised when they walked in and it was actually for me, and that was a first.
Dr. Jeffrey Osborn
I had no idea this was coming so it was obviously a surprise, and I was excited.
Dr. Jeffrey Okeson  
It was a very pleasant surprise.
Dr. John Watkins
What really drives me in teaching is seeing people discover something new, seeing people recognize in themselves an ability they had not known existed…an ability to learn, an ability to accomplish something.

Dr. Russell Mumper
It is very rewarding.  On a daily basis, you can have a measurable impact on people’s lives.

Dr. Kim Woodrum
I just enjoy the process of trying to make the light bulb come on for the students and have them understand something they didn’t understand before…trying to come up with new ways to explain the same things I explain year after year.

Dr. Jeffrey Osborne
I tell students everyday that I am the luckiest person in the world because I don’t have to go to work, and I’ve never felt like I had to go to work any day of my life.

Dr. Jeffrey Okeson
The students keep me just a little bit on edge from the learning standpoint.  They stimulate me to learn.

Dr. Jerry Skees
feel very committed to trying to share that knowledge back to younger people who are going to be productive members of our society.

Dr. Kim Woodrum
Every class is different even though they are all large lectures. I do get a different feel of who the students are.  I try new things every year to try to engage the students and get them to participate in it, getting that interaction and engagement of the students.

Dr. John Watkins
It’s not just the transfer of information.  It’s the development within students of new ways of thinking, different ways of thinking.

Dr. Russell Mumper
I want them to see the passion I have for what I do and hope that I can instill just a fraction of that passion for what I do in the students for what they are going to do in their future careers.

Dr. Jerry Skees
A little bit of angst is a good thing, and I try to make the students understand that as they progress, and they hear different points of view, and they struggle with economic problems, that they are going to feel some angst.

Dr. Jeffrey Okeson
One of my goals for teaching dental students is to give them information that will be practical for the practice of dentistry.  And so if I can somehow orient them to the information that is important to them in a practical way that they will see in the clinic, I think it makes a whole lot more sense to them.

Dr. John Watkins
In my own mind, I am here in the classroom teaching them because of the students.  It is not for me, it is for them.  My goal is to provide the best opportunities for students to learn.

Dr. Jeffrey Osborn
Students who come into my lab or my classroom must leave better than I am, because if you don’t leave better than your teacher or instructor, then we’re not moving forward as a discipline, we’re not moving forward as a society, we’re not moving forward as a planet.

Dr. Russell Mumper
Can you be a research-intensive, Top 20 university, and have the best teachers and focus on educating students in the classroom?  I think we must do that, so I think we need to have our best researchers in the classroom.  And that is why students will pick the University of Kentucky, and that is why it will always be a special place.

Dr. Kim Woodrum
As I teach freshmen, when they come in, they are not exposed to the research, and if they are going to be enthusiastic about their learning, it is going to have to come in the classroom.  It’s important to spark some interest early on with the teaching part.

Dr. Jerry Skees
The fact that I am at a research institution and I do research in the United States and around the world, I think is a big contributor to what I can share in the classroom.

Dr. Jeffrey Okeson
A university is here to educate, and part of what our new plan is, which makes all the sense in the world, is also to be an outstanding research facility and service facility…but teaching, I think, is important because it’s teaching a new generation of folks who will do the teaching, research, and service.  I think the whole thing is founded on educating individuals to then ask those questions that need to be better understood, and that’s part of the research.

Dr. Kim Woodrum
You just can’t have one without the other.

Dr. Jeffrey Osborn
Teachers have to know how to communicate.  Researchers have to know how to communicate their findings, so I think the two go hand in hand, and it’s what makes a solid Top 20 research institution what it should be, it should also be a Top 20 educational institution.

Dr. John Watkins
That there was a group of students, not just a single person, but really a rather large group of students that together participated in the nomination process, that to me, for who I am and what I do, is more touching even than receiving the award.

Dr. Jerry Skees
Knowing how hard the students worked that nominated me, it meant quite a bit because they put quite a bit of time into the nomination.

Dr. Russell Mumper  
I love teaching and I love doing research, and so to win an award covering one of those two areas, it seems like it’s not a job to me, it’s really kind of a passion.
Dr. Kim Woodrum
I’ve been teaching a long time and getting this honor just thrilled me, and I was excited to be able to tell my parents, because it thrilled them as well.

Dr. Jeffrey Osborn
There are a number of outstanding faculty here at the University of Kentucky, and I feel very humbled and honored to receive the award.

Dr. Jeffrey Okeson
When you’ve dedicated your life to teaching, it is very nice to be honored by the people you are teaching, and that is what makes this a really special award, because the faculty are wonderful, my peers I work with are wonderful, but when the students say you are doing a nice job, that has some real, sincere meaning, and I greatly appreciate that.

