
 
Constitution Day 2016 Essay Contest 

This Essay Contest is sponsored by the University of Kentucky Office of the President, the Division of Student and 
Academic Life in the Provost's Office, and the UK Scripps Howard First Amendment Center. 

During the Republican National Convention in Cleveland this summer, protesters tried, only slightly 
successful, to burn a flag of the United States. In 1989 and again in 1990, the Supreme Court of the 
United States ruled that burning a flag is an act of speech and protected by the First Amendment. 

In 2010, in Citizens United v. the Federal Elections Commission, the Court ruled unconstitutional 
the attempt by Congress to regulate the ability of non-profit corporations to spend money in 
political campaigns. That means businesses, unions, and organized groups can spend as much 
money as they choose for ads supporting or opposing candidates as long as they don’t coordinate 
such spending with the candidates’ campaigns. Again, the Court's majority pointed to the free 
speech clause of the First Amendment. 

Essays must address this question: 

Should Congress propose an amendment to the Constitution that would limit the guarantee of free 
speech provided by the First Amendment so that national symbols, such as the flag, would be 
protected and Congress could place limits on the amount of money flowing into political 
campaigns? 

Essay Contest Rules  

The contest is open to all UK undergraduate students. Self-enroll online at 

https://uk.instructure.com/enroll/8E383D 

Entries must not exceed 750 words (excluding title or references) and should be submitted as a Word document in 12-
point Times New Roman font and double-spaced. Essays that do not follow this format will not be judged. If any 
references or additional resources are listed (not required), please use a nationally known citation format such as MLA or 
Chicago Style. Do not include your name or any identifying information EXCEPT your LinkBlueID. 

Post your entry no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, on Monday, September 19. 

Announcement of the winners and presentation of the prizes will be made during the First Amendment Celebration, 
which begins at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 27, in the Kincaid Auditorium in the Gatton College of Business & 
Economics.  

A panel of judges selected by the Director of the UK Scripps Howard First Amendment Center will score the entries 
based on the following criteria: historical and legal accuracy of the content, the strength and logic of the argument, the 
original ideas presented, the organization of the argument, including the thesis, and the quality of the writing. By 
uploading your essay, you are agreeing to the release of your essay for public viewing (on paper and online). 

Winners will receive a cash prize and honorable mentions will receive a hardback copy of Richard Labunski, James 
Madison and the Struggle for the Bill of Rights (Oxford University Press, 2006). 

First prize: $500  |  Second prize: $300  |  Third prize: $200 

See last year’s winning essay posted at http://bluegrassblade.wordpress.com/2015/10/05/winner 


