Postcards from Abroad
Buying a postcard can sometimes be really difficult.   
For many students, the difficulty lies in trying to decide how you want to portray your experiences to friends and family. It may be hard to find a postcard that ideally captures what this experience is all about for you. So, this assignment will give you an opportunity to make your own postcards that better portray your experience to others and discuss the intercultural differences you are encountering.    

Assignment:
1. Constructing Postcards. Prior to departure or shortly upon arrival, you will be given five blank 4”x6” index cards to develop as postcards that portray your experiences abroad. You may affix your own photos, draw pictures, or create an image on the card that best encapsulates your experiences. Be creative. You are required to submit five postcards, but you have the option of supplementing one postcard with one that is locally purchased.  

2. Message. On each of the five postcards, write a brief message to a friend or family member. The message should describe why you chose the particular image and how it portrays your thoughts or feelings about the intercultural differences you have encountered at that point in the course. Think carefully about what message you want the readers to take away with them about this experience. Please do not mail these postcards. Instead, you’ll be asked to submit postcards at particular intervals during the international experience. 
3. Reflection Paper. Upon return, write a 2-3 page paper in which you reflect on creating your postcards and comment on how this process has helped to shape your understanding of the host culture and its underlying values, assumptions and beliefs. Also reflect on how this experience has changed the way you perceive and engage in the world.
4. Open House. If class time allows, an end of course Open House will be arranged. At this event, you will display your postcards to your classmates and invited guests. This will be a great opportunity for you to talk about your intercultural experiences with others as well as to share in the intercultural learning of your peers. 
Materials:
Be prepared to take or purchase locally whatever materials or supplies you anticipate needing while abroad (i.e., colored pencils, glue, photo paper, etc.). Keep in mind that you may not have access to a printer while abroad.  
Evaluation:

You will not be graded on your ability to produce high quality works of art. Instead, your grade will be based on how your postcards and reflection paper speak to your thoughts or feelings about your intercultural learning. The assignment will count for 20% of your overall course grade: 10% for the five postcards and 10% for the final reflection paper.  
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