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Office of the President 
May 14, 2013 
 
 
Members, Board of Trustees: 
 

PROPOSED REVISION TO GOVERNING REGULATIONS: 
ETHICAL PRINCIPLES AND CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
Recommendation:  that the Board of Trustees receive and vote to accept for the first 
reading the attached revisions to Governing Regulation (GR) I, and create a new 
Governing Regulation, GR XIV, for the University’s Ethical Principles and Code of 
Conduct.  The revisions are intended to clarify and strengthen the University’s 
commitment to ethical behavior.     
 
Background:  In 2012 the President empaneled a workgroup to review university policies 
and processes regarding legal and ethical conduct.  Part of the workgroup’s 
recommendations focused on strengthening the University’s Ethical Principles and Code 
of Conduct.  The workgroup’s recommendations for improving the Ethical Principles and 
Code of Conduct are incorporated into the proposed revisions and include: moving the 
Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct to become a stand-alone Governing Regulation 
(GR XIV) to make a more powerful statement; and adding four new sections to Ethical 
Principles: Financial Responsibilities; Compliance Responsibilities; Truth, Honesty, and 
Integrity; and Ensuring Compliance (whistle blower) Responsibilities. (Note: Financial 
Responsibilities was added in 2012.)    
 
In addition to removing the Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct from Governing 
Regulation I, other revisions to that regulation include: updating the history of the 
establishment of each University college and moving the history section from a footnote 
to a regular section.     
 
A revised copy of GR I and the new GR XIV are attached.  Proposed additions are 
underlined; proposed deletions are lined through.  
 
These proposed revisions have been reviewed by and are supported by the President, 
University Senate, Staff Senate, and Student Government Association.     
 
 
 
 
Action taken:  Approved  Disapproved  Other  
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