RESEARCH PRIORITY AREA (RPA) CODE ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS

The University is required to submit annual reports to the Council on Postsecondary Education on endowments and restricted expenditures that fall into five research priority areas as follows:

· Human Health and Development

· Biosciences

· Information Technology and Communications

· Environmental and Energy Technologies

· Materials Science and Advanced Manufacturing

In order to meet this reporting requirement, an RPA field has been established in FRS and all endowment and restricted accounts must be appropriately coded. Below are definitions and general guidelines to use in the coding of accounts. 

Definitions of FRS RPA codes:

B
BIOSCIENCES RESEARCH – the account supports research activities that integrate the basic principles of biology and biochemistry with other disciplines such as engineering, information technology, and mathematics.  Include biotechnology, bioengineering, bioinformatics, and computational biology.  Also include agricultural sciences such as crop enhancement, fertilization, and insect control; plant natural product discovery and isolation; and veterinary diagnostics, animal breeding, and animal feed formulation.  Include pharmaceutical and medical diagnostics, scientific instrumentation and medical devices, alternative fuels, biomaterials production, biological industrial catalysts, and environmental bioremediation.   Exclude library accounts even if funds are expended for the biosciences.  

E
ENVIRONMENTAL & ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES RESEARCH – the account supports research activities related to energy extraction and production and its link to the environment.  Include conservation, protection of natural resources, restoration technologies, energy management strategies, geology as it pertains to fuel extraction and environmental consequences, uranium conversion and related strategies, the influence of energy production on quality of life, health, and the economy.  Exclude environmental issues not directly related to energy extraction and production, such as human environmental sciences, the built (architecture) environment, socio-economic environment, and living environments in general.  

H
HUMAN HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH – the account supports research activities in human health and disease such as cardiovascular, cancer, obesity and diabetes, spinal cord and head injuries, and Alzheimer’s disease; include medical center programs and other programs for which the long title uses human health or disease terminology; exclude pharmaceutical sciences and medical diagnostics/devices, which are included in Biosciences Research.  Exclude education, family studies, women studies, mental health/psychology and social work that focus on non-medical aspects of human development. Also exclude library accounts in support of human health and development research.  

I
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH – the account supports research activities in new information and communication technologies that enable businesses to innovate, change, communicate, and manage information and goods in real time.  Include telecommunications, information sciences, electrical and computer engineering, computer science, and decision science and information systems; include business and economics accounts that support research in using information technology to advance the effectiveness of the disciplines.  Exclude communications, journalism, and library accounts.   

L
LIBRARY – the account supports the activities of the University’s various libraries, and has a PCS code of 4.1.  Include all library accounts here regardless of the discipline supported.

M
MATERIALS SCIENCE & ADVANCED MANUFACTURING RESEARCH – the account supports research activities in advanced manufacturing practices and processes and in developing new advanced materials with enhanced properties to make better products and decrease production costs.  Include chemical, materials and mechanical engineering and advanced manufacturing technologies.  The determining factor is the focus on new manufacturing processes and materials, even though the uses may be in electronic applications, synthetic fuels, biomedical devices, and diagnostic applications.  

N
NON-RESEARCH – the account does not meet the criteria for research (it does NOT have a PCS code of 2.1 or 2.2, and it does not support an endowed chair, professorship, or fellowship), nor does it support library activities that should be coded Library.

R
OTHER RESEARCH – the account supports research that does not fit into any of the specific research categories above.  

General Guidelines:

· Endowment accounts and their related restricted accounts should be coded the same.

· RCTF endowments and their related restricted accounts cannot be coded N (Non-Research).

· All research-related codes (B, E, H, I, M or R) should be used on accounts that support research activities, including endowed chairs, professorships, and fellowships. The accounts should have a PCS code of 1.1, 2.1, 2.2, or 8.2.  PCS codes of 4.6 and 8.1 may be acceptable if a clear purpose to support research and graduate activities can be determined.

