
 

Dear Colleagues, 

This is not where any of us expected to be at this point in the semester.  Our worlds have been turned 
upside down, and we have spent the last three weeks reorienting to a way of life that is different from 
what any of us expected or had hoped for.  But the work our faculty colleagues have done over these 
past weeks has renewed my pride in our commitment to our students and our community.  The shift to 
alternate modes of course delivery has not been easy, but our faculty have given their all to continue 
educating our students in these new formats.  Many faculty have had to adjust their research projects, 
given the new social distancing restrictions, and some have entirely shifted the focus of their work to 
help combat the global pandemic.   

For our part, the Senate Council has been hard at work making temporary adjustments to academic 
policies to respond to campus needs in light of COVID-19.  As you have likely heard by now, the Senate 
Council held an emergency meeting on March 13, where we first discussed the possibility of pass/fail 
grading for the spring semester.  In that meeting we also addressed a variety of other adjustments to 
academic policies, such as an extension of the withdrawal deadline, and expectations around syllabi as 
we shifted to alternate delivery formats.  Since that first meeting, we have had three Senate Council 
meetings on Zoom, and are now old hats at operating in the virtual meeting space.  In each of these 
meetings we have advanced our regular work, and grappled with new and challenging questions that 
have arisen in light of our current circumstances.  In particular, I’d like to draw your attention to the new 
Senate Rule regarding students who have been called up for military service.  This may be especially 
relevant in the coming weeks – you can read more about this rule change further down in this 
newsletter.  We are grateful to the Teaching Student Veterans Faculty Learning Community for their 
work on this rule.  
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Unfortunately, because of the unwieldy nature of large virtual meetings, we have had to cancel the April 
and May Senate meetings, and will now hold specially called Senate Council meetings during those 
times, including a meeting this coming Monday, April 13.  At this month’s meeting, we will report on the 
work done by the Senate Council on behalf of the Senate over the past month, and will also vote on a 
variety of matters, including changes to several programs, and some changes to the Senate Rules.  As 
always, the meeting is open, and interested people can find the virtual meeting information on the 
Senate website.      

In the midst of these difficult times, it is also important to take a moment to celebrate the good news of 
our colleagues.  Dr. Everett McCorvey was recently named an SEC Faculty Achievement Award 
winner.  The winners of the Alumni Association Great Teacher Awards were announced in early 
March.  The participants for the 2020 WELD program were also announced last month.  Congratulations 
to all these faculty members! 

Finally, I know your inboxes have been overflowing in the past weeks, but I’d like to draw your attention 
to three emails you have gotten or will get:   

• First, you received an email from the UK Mental Health Task Force asking for your input on 
student mental health issues and the faculty’s role in addressing these concerns.  Please take a 
few minutes to submit your responses, in order to help this critically important Task Force do its 
work.   

• Second, you received an email on April 7 with a link to complete the annual faculty evaluation of 
President Capilouto.  The results of this survey are reviewed by the Board of Trustees as they 
complete their evaluation of the President, and the President himself reviews the results and 
reads all submitted comments.  I ask that you please take a few moments to complete this 
survey as well, so that we can present a robust representation of faculty views through this 
evaluation process.   

• Finally, voting will open next week in the final round of our election of our faculty trustee.  There 
are three candidates, and I encourage you to read their statements, and vote in that election.  A 
strong faculty voice on the Board of Trustees remains an essential part of shared governance, 
and a high turnout in our election will help to strengthen our representative in her work.         

 

As always, please stay in touch, and share with me any thoughts or concerns you have.  The Senate 
Council Office is here as a resource for you.  Please let us know how we can help you.   

      Thanks to you all for all you do, 

                                       Warmly, 

Jennifer 
Jennifer Bird-Pollan 
Senate Council Chair 
Robert G. Lawson Professor of Law 
jbirdpollan@uky.edu  
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Academic Policies in Response to COVID-19 

Academic Policies across campus are being amended in response to COVID-19. Please visit 
the University Senate Spring 2020 Academic Policies in Response to COVID-19 for FAQs and 
the most up-to-date information. 

 
  

President’s Evaluation  
   

Good day faculty, 

As we approach the end of the school year the time has come for each of you to provide 
feedback on the President’s annual performance evaluation. The Senate Council’s annual 
evaluation of the President provides valuable insight on the President’s performance, as well as 
accomplishments and challenges over the 2019-2020 calendar year. The feedback from the 
evaluation is utilized in the overall annual performance evaluation process of the President The 
survey was sent out earlier this week to all full-time faculty members and will stay open until 
May 1. 

Your feedback matters and we need to hear from you!  
Please make completing the survey a priority. 

  

DeShana Collett, Ph.D., PA-C 

Senate Council Vice-Chair 
Associate Professor 

College of Health Sciences 

Physician Assistant Studies 

  

 

Senate Rules 5.2.4.2.3.1 Update 
Military Absences 

If a student is required to be absent for one-fifth or less of the required course interactions (e.g., 
class meetings) due to military duties, the following procedure shall apply: 

1. Once a student is aware of a call to duty, the student shall provide a copy of the military 
orders to the Director of the Veterans Resource Center. The student shall also provide the 
Director with a list of his/her courses and instructors. 
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2. The Director will verify the orders with the appropriate military authority, and on behalf of the 
military student, notify each Instructor of Record via Department Letterhead as to the known 
extent of the absence. 

3. The Instructor of Record shall not penalize the student’s absence in any way and shall 
provide accommodations and timeframes so that the student can make up missed assignments, 
quizzes, and tests in a mutually agreed upon manner. 

 

 
Need Help with a Curricular Proposal? 

The Senate Council office is pleased to note that the transition to processing program proposals 
in Curriculog has been well received by staff and faculty across campus. We’ve heard a number 
of comments expressing appreciation for the improvements made to the process of developing 
and submitting proposals related to degrees, certificates, and minors.  

While information required during submission is primarily the same as was required in the past, 
we continue to receive reports that the process is now easier to navigate, particularly due to the 
Excel-based Curriculum Workbooks, the improved faculty of record forms, and the transparent 
tracking in Curriculog. 

As UK moves into the spring semester, we know that faculty will continue to plan and develop 
proposals for programs in the coming months. We have plenty of help and guidance available to 
proposers and collaborators. Please see the links below for step-by-step instructions, video 
walk-throughs, checklists, etc. 

For PDF and YouTube tutorials specifically about working in Curriculog (for both courses and 
programs), click here: https://www.uky.edu/universitysenate/how-do-i-use-curriculog. 

For broader information about completing and submitting all of Senate's program forms, as well 
as details on the approval steps for different types of course and proposals, click 
here: https://www.uky.edu/universitysenate/senate-proposals. Once a user navigates to the 
specific type of proposal being developed, the page will include a link to information about the 
approval steps for that type of proposal, as well as offer a link to a checklist that proposers can 
use throughout the development process.  

If you have additional questions about your program proposal, please email Sheila Brothers. For 
course-related questions, please email Joanie Ett-Mims. We are always seeking ways to 
improve processes, so please also contact us with suggestions on how we can improve forms, 
etc. 
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Spring Semester 
Senate Meeting Dates 

In-person Senate meetings will not be 
held for the remainder of the Spring 

Semester, but Senate Council will have 
specially called virtual meetings during 

those meeting times. 

  

View Senate Agendas 

Deadlines for  
Curricular Proposals 

 
February 3, 2020 

New degree programs  

March 16, 2020 
Other proposals requiring committee 

review 

April 13, 2020 
Courses, all other program changes, 

and minors 
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Follow Us on Facebook and Twitter!  
 
Stay up to date on everything happening  
in the Senate.  
facebook.com/UniversitySenate 
twitter.com/senate_uk 
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