How Data Is Physically Stored
on a Floppy Disk
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Figure 7-2 312-inch high-density floppy disk showing tracks and sectors
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How Data Is Logically Stored on
a Floppy Disk
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Figure 7-5 Clusters, or file allocation units, are managed by the 0S in the file
allocation table, but BIOS manages these clusters as one or two physical
sectors on the disk
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The Data Cable

Connects to motherboard

or older controller card

Edge color on cable

indicates the pin 1

side of cable
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Drive B connections

Figure 7-7 Twist in cable determines which drive will be drive A
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Hard Drive Subsystem
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Figure 8-1 A PC’s hard drive subsystem
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IDE Cabling Methods
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Figure 8-2
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40-conductor cable

80-conductor cable

In comparing the 80-conductor cable to the 40-conductor cable, note they are about the
same width, but the 80-conductor cable has many more and finer wires. Also note the red

line down the left side of each cable that indicates Pin 1.



IDE Cabling Methods (continued)
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